Council Meeting

April 9, 2013
Chancellor Center
President Robert Walker called the regular semi-monthly meeting of Newtown Borough Council to order at 7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, April 9, 2013.  Mr. Walker asked those in attendance to join him in a moment of silence, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Present:  Councillors Auerweck, Burke, King, Walker and Warren; Mayor Dennis O’Brien and Solicitor William Bolla.
Mayor’s Report – Dennis O’Brien
· Police Report for March 2013
Mayor O’Brien presented the Police Report for March 2013.  He reported that the police conducted a joint truck inspection with grants from the state.  They conducted ENRADD details on State Street which resulted in 40 written violations.  
Police Chief Anthony C. Wojciechowski

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to proclaim April 25, 2013, Police Chief Anthony C. Wojciechowski Day in Newtown Borough in honor of Chief Wojciechowski’s 25 years of service with the Newtown Borough Police Department.

· Special Events
Arbor Day – April 26, 2013 in the Brian S. Gregg Memorial Park – This will be the 28th consecutive year that Newtown Borough has been designated Tree City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation
The Mayor congratulated the State Street merchants for bringing back First Saturday.  The next date for the event is May 4, 2013 
North Star movie screening – May 4, 2013, at 4 P.M. at the Newtown Theatre

The movie was partially filmed in Newtown Borough.
Amendments to the Agenda
There were no amendments to the agenda.
President’s Report – Robert Walker

Mr. Walker announced that the first Bucks County Hazardous Waste Recycling Day for 2013 would take place on April 20, 2013, at Harry S. Truman High School in Levittown, PA.
Mr. Walker reported that after discussion at the Council Work Session regarding deterioration of the Centre Avenue pedestrian bridge walkway, Council determined that the walkway is the responsibility of PennDOT.  The Engineer sent a letter to PennDOT advising them of that fact and requesting a formal inspection of the structure, and asking that they take whatever measures necessary to repair the bridge.
Public to be Heard
No one wished to be heard at this time.
Presentation of Minutes
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to approve the  March 6, 2013, Council Work Session minutes.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve the March 12, 2013, Council Meeting minutes.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker & Charles Machion

Consolidated Report

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Walker, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to accept, subject to audit, the consolidated expenditure report for the month of March 2013 totaling $201,694.21. 
Environmental Advisory Council – Perry Warren

Mr. Warren reported that the Environmental Advisory Council through the sponsorships of George Leck & Son, Inc.; the Newtown Business Association; First Night Newtown, Inc.; Rockwood Specialties, Inc.; Anthony Petsis; Swartz/Givnish Life Celebration; two sponsorships from First National Bank & Trust of Newtown and one anonymous donation plan to install recycling containers on South State Street. 
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to authorize an $1875.00 deposit to Adam Robinson Criscuolo, ARCWDS, for the building of five custom recycling receptacles for a total construction cost of $3750.00. 
Mr. Warren announced that the Environmental Advisory Council needs members.  In addition to environmental issues and recycling containers, the Council needs to address the potential acquisition of Open Space pursuant to a grant that expires at the end of 2014.  

Streets, Lights & Properties – Robert Walker

Mr. Walker reported that the Newtown Artesian Water Company plans to replace the water mains on Liberty Street prior to the start of the repaving project on that street. Engineer Canales asked Council for approval to bid the project, with plans for the work this summer.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to authorize the Engineer to go out for bid for the Liberty Street Paving Project, with an add-on for 413 Edgeboro Drive.
Mr. Walker explained that Council purchases salt at a pre-buy price whenever possible in order to save on the cost.  Although Council did that last year, the Borough used a substantial amount of salt during the 2012-2013 Winter Season and Council wants to replenish the salt supply before the price goes up.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve the pre-buy purchase of 120 tons of salt at a cost of $80/ton.
Solicitor’s Report – William Bolla
Mr. King reported on a request to establish a no-parking area on Court Street at the location known as the Flat Iron.  After discussion and concerns raised by Mr. Burke about removing parking spaces, Council decided to hold off authorizing the Solicitor to draft an amendment until the Traffic Management Committee has the chance to review the request.
The Solicitor, working with the Engineer and the Shade Tree Commission, drafted a new Shade Tree Ordinance for Council to consider.  Mr. Bolla will supply Council with a memo regarding several legislative issues that pertain to the Shade Tree Ordinance.
Old Business
At the Work Session, Council discussed proposed repairs to a section of the sidewalk along both sides of the center block of South State Street.  Mr. Warren drafted a letter to the State Street property owners and he asked that Mr. Bolla review the letter, and if acceptable, that it be sent to the affected property owners.

New Business
Mr. Walker reported that the Sunoco gas station on Washington Avenue, although in Newtown Township, but surrounded by Newtown Borough, has applied for new LED signage.  The Newtown Township Planning Commission will review the sign request and the Newtown Township Zoning Hearing Board will hold a hearing.  After discussion, Council made the following motion:

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to authorize sending the Solicitor to the Newtown Township Planning Commission and Zoning Hearing Board meetings to oppose the application of the Sunoco Gas Station on Washington Avenue to install a sign containing LED lights.
Public to be Heard 
There was no one from the public who wished to be heard.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:28 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Marcia M. Scull

Borough Secretary
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