Council Work Session
April 3, 2013
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, April 3, 2013, by President of Council Robert Walker. 
Present were Councillors Auerweck, Burke, King, Machion, Walker and Warren; Mayor O’Brien; Solicitor Bolla and Engineer Canales.
Amendments to the Agenda

There were no amendments to the agenda.
Public to be Heard
Edgeboro Drive resident John Gauker asked Council to reconsider his request to install curbs in front of his home to address erosion issues.  A letter from Engineer Canales to Mr. Gauker suggested ways to handle the erosion problems by stabilizing the area, and Mr. Canales felt that even with curbs, stabilizing would still be necessary.   Mr. Walker said that the Borough planned to address Mr. Gauker’s issue at the time of the Liberty Street repaving project and to wait and see how those modifications might help solve his problem.
State Street Sidewalk Panel Repairs – Scott Dengler

Scott Dengler of Scott’s All Seasons showed Council three material/design samples of historic bricks and manufactured bricks that could be used to repair the sidewalk panels on the center block of South State Street.   The process involves removing the slate and underlying concrete slate, adding crushed/modified stone with a leveling course and installing the bricks.  Polymer sand would be added between the bricks to lock them together and the utility boxes/access panels would not require replacement.  The manufactured bricks are the least expensive of the explored options, which included concrete and stamped concrete. The cost would be approximately $18,000 for each side of the street and the work would take approximately 2 weeks per side, with little disruption to the business district. The Borough would be responsible for the replacement cost around the utility panel and 6-12” on either side, with the property owners billed for the additional replacement work, based on the lineal footage of their property.  Mr. Dengler suggests using a “running bond” pattern in a full 19 ½” across the panel to be the most cost effective.
Escrow Fees for Land Development at 139 N. State Street – Edward Murphy

Mr. Bolla explained that Ed Murphy is requesting that Council consider reducing the amount of the $16,000 escrow required by his client for a Land Development at 139 N. State Street to a $5000 escrow, with an agreement to replenish if the amount drops to $2500.  

Mr. Murphy told Council that his client intends to add approximately 1000 sq. ft. or less to the rear of the property and add some additional parking.  The client was surprised to find out that there was a $5,200, non-refundable filing fee, and a $16,000 escrow fee, which they feel is excessive for the size of the proposed project.   Mr. Murphy provided Council with comparable filing and escrow fees for nine surrounding municipalities and, with the exception of Newtown Township, there is no other municipality whose fees are even close to the Borough fees.  
Mr. Burke asked if the fees differed between residential and commercial development, but he agreed that the escrow seemed high for the size of the project.  Mr. Warren agreed that perhaps Council should review the fee schedule and align the fees to the size of the project, but he was not inclined to make a one-time adjustment.  Mr. Machion agreed that the fees might need review, but he also agreed with Mr. Warren that he did not believe in managing by exception.  Mr. Walker suggested a reduction to $8000 with the $2500 replenishment threshold.  Mr. Auerweck will discuss reviewing the fees with the Zoning Officer.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor King, and carried with Councillors Warren and Machion voting nay, to establish the escrow fund for the land development at 139 N. State Street at $8000, with replenishing of that amount when the account drops to $2500.
Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales

· Centre Avenue Bridge

Mr. Canales reported on a recent phone call to Pickering, Corts & Summerson (PCS) from AECOM, who is under contract by PennDOT for bridge inspections, about their recent inspection of the Centre Avenue Bridge.  During their inspection, they observed corrosion and section loss under the pedestrian walkway on the bridge.  After some Borough office research, the determination was that the pedestrian walkway is the responsibility of PennDOT, not Newtown Borough.  The Solicitor will review the information and Mr. Canales will send a letter to PennDOT, if Mr. Bolla concurs that PennDOT is responsible for the walkway.  
· Liberty Street Paving Project

Mr. Canales asked Council about authorization to bid the Liberty Street project when it is ready. The project needs review by PennDOT and there are some driveway adjustments to be made after contacting the property owners.  Council will make a formal motion at the meeting on Tuesday night.  
Special Event Applications – Mayor O’Brien

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Burke, and approved unanimously, to approve the Special Event Applications for the Memorial Day Parade on May 27, 2013;  for Movies in the Park on June 26, July 10, 17, 24 and 31 and August 7, 2013, with rain dates on June 27, July 11, 18, 25 and August 1 and 8, 2013; and for the Annual Car Show on July 21, 2013.  
SEPTA Lot Update – John Burke

Mr. Burke reported that he submitted the Engineer’s detailed aerial view of the proposed SEPTA lot landscaping plans to Mr. Kadish at SEPTA for their review.  Once SEPTA gives its approval, plans are, with assistance from various volunteer groups,  to clear the lot, landscape the area, and build a footbridge.
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker & Charles Machion
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to accept the Professional Services invoices for the month of February 2013.
Solicitor’s Report – William J. Bolla
Mr. Bolla asked that Council review the draft of the Shade Tree Ordinance, which incorporated comments from Ted Schmidt of the Shade Tree Commission and from Engineer Canales.  Mr. Bolla finished the 1st draft of the Sidewalk Ordinance and is awaiting the Engineer’s review and the Police Chief reviewed the Peddling/Solicitation Ordinance and provided some recommendations.
Old Business


Wildlife Certification Application – Robert King
· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to approve submission of the Wildlife Certification application at a cost of $50 with $20 for the application and $30 for the signage, and designating 10 W. Centre Avenue as the location for the Wildlife Habitation site.
Recycle Containers – Perry Warren

After talking to Adam Criscuolo, builder of the recycling containers, Mr. Criscuolo will recalculate the costs and provide an updated proposal.  The original plan was for six containers, but only five sponsors have come forward.  Mr. Warren will provide additional information at the Council meeting.
Newtown Corporation 

The Solicitor reported that he is awaiting a response from Newtown Township Solicitor Garton regarding the Newtown Corporation.  
Comcast Update – Charles Machion

Mr. Machion sent a letter to Comcast regarding moving their business office out of Newtown Borough.  He is awaiting a response from them.
New Business

West Nile Virus Spraying

The Bucks County Health Department  asks Council annually for approval to spray for the

West Nile Virus.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to approve spraying for West Nile Virus in the Borough by the Bucks County Health Department.
Joint Work Session
Mr. Walker announced that Newtown Township asked Council to participate with them in a joint work session and to meet with the Newtown Bucks County Joint Municipal Authority.  He will provide the details when they are available.

Public to be Heard
No one wished to be heard at this time.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia M. Scull

Borough Secretary
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