Council Work Session
September 5, 2012
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, September 5, 2012, by President of Council Robert Walker.
Present were Councillors Auerweck, Burke, King, Machion, Walker and Warren; Mayor O’Brien, Solicitor Bolla and Engineer Canales.  
Public to be Heard
No one wished to be heard at this time.
Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales

· Quad I and Quad II Sidewalks

Thirty sidewalks from the original Quads I and II were, to the Borough’s knowledge, never repaired.  In order to review the status of those 30 remaining sidewalks, Engineer Canales provided Council with a cost estimate.  In response to Mr. Machion’s question about the criteria used for determining the need for repairs, Mr. Canales said that the criteria is primarily based on State and ADA requirements.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to accept the proposal of Pickering, Corts & Summerson in their August 16, 2012 letter, to inspect the nine Quad I and twenty-one Quad II properties at a cost not to exceed $500.

· South Elm Avenue Paving Project

Because of PennDOT’s concerns about the Borough’s choice of a sub-contractor vs. a prime contractor for the South Elm Avenue project and its possible conflict with the use of Liquid Fuels Funds, Council discussed whether to rebid the project or accept the bid of the second lowest contractor. To rebid the project would cost approximately $900 and with the rising cost of fuel oil, the bids could come in even higher than at the time of the original bids.  Since additional time would be required for advertising, obtaining of bonds, and signing of contracts, the Borough could expect additional delays.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to accept the bid of Kehoe Construction Company for $38,024.25 for the paving of South Elm Avenue, noting that Kehoe is a PennDOT qualified prime contractor.
· State Street Sidewalk Discussion

Mr. Walker explained that during the State Street Re-construction Project between Washington and Centre Avenues the Borough installed a narrow strip of decorative slate along the outer edge of the sidewalk.  The slate lifted in several areas due to water getting under it and there is a pending lawsuit from a slip-and-fall in front of The Temperance House.  In addition, several merchants have expressed concern about potential liability issues with other raised areas of slate.  Council must decide whether the property owner or the Borough is responsible for repairs or whether the cost should be shared.  Approximately $18,000 remained after completion of the State Street project and those funds are now in the Operating Reserve Account.  Scott’s All Seasons provided costs for three options, but after speaking to the Engineer, one of those options, EP Henry pavers, was not appropriate.  The options remaining, for one side of the street only, were to remove the slate and replace with concrete at a cost of $20-21,000 or to use a colored concrete, which would cost $24,000.  Mr. Walker asked Council members to inspect the areas and discussion will continue at the Council meeting on Tuesday.  
· NPDES Phase II MS4 Notice of Intent
Mr. Canales completed the NPDES Notice of Intent application, which must be submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection by September 14, 2012.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to authorize the President of Council to sign the NPDES Notice of Intent application.
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker & Charles Machion
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve the Professional Services invoices for the month of July 2012.
Solicitor’s Report – William J. Bolla

Mr. Bolla reported that the Doylestown Human Relations Commission created by-laws and complaint forms. He shared that information with Mr. Burke for the Borough’s Human Relations Commission to review.  Mr. Burke said the priority of the Borough’s Commission is to establish the process for handling complaints received by the Borough.

Regarding the on-going issue of railings at Phillips Court, Mr. Bolla reported that not all of the railings have been installed. Mr. Bolla and Mr. Warren will provide recommendations to Council at the Tuesday meeting on how to proceed.
Planning Commission Update of Portable Signs – Mark Craig

Mr. Walker noted that the business community in meetings with Council last year raised the issue of portable signs.  After several Planning Commission discussions on signage, Chairman Mark Craig is now looking for direction from Council before making any recommendations regarding portable signs.  Zoning Officer Jo-Anne Brown does not support the use of portable signs, as she has safety concerns related to visibility, obstructing sidewalks, or signs blowing over. In their discussions, the Planning Commission felt that many of these issues could be addressed through restrictions on how the signs are placed.  However, one of Ms. Brown’s big concerns was enforcement, which an ordinance could not address.  Ms. Brown emphasized that she would support the use of temporary or seasonal banners and would agree to a change in the flag restrictions.  The Planning Commission wanted to know whether Council would support a portable sign ordinance, as they did not wish to pursue portable signs if Council was not supportive of the signs or enforcement of them.  Mr. Walker noted the concern of David Witchell in not being permitted to hang his “Best of Philly” banner and Mr. Craig said the time period for hanging and the size could be addressed in an ordinance.  Mr. King was not in favor of A-frame signs, but he would agree to seasonal banners, as they are up and out of the way and provide exposure, but with a time limit.  Mr. Burke felt that a specific plan for portable signs could address many of the issues and he supported the idea that would possibly help the business community.  He would prefer to see specific portable signs rather than banners, as they would look neater and cleaner.   Since a minimum sidewalk width would be necessary, it is possible that some properties with narrow sidewalks could not meet the requirement and the Zoning Officer felt that might be prejudicial.  The Mayor would be in favor of standardized signs and anything else that Council could do to support the businesses on State Street.   Mr. Warren is supportive of portable signs and he would favor a time limit for banners.   Mr. Woldorf said the most important issue to him is whether Council would support enforcement of another sign ordinance, when there is no enforcement of signs now, although he feels that design standards would address some of the concerns raised by the Zoning Officer.  Mr. Craig will return to Council after further discussions with the Planning Commission.
Old Business

Mr. Walker reported that the Gannet-Fleming Engineering Firm provided Council with an estimate of $13,000 to update the Borough’s Act 537 Sewage Facility Plan.  Mr. Walker spoke with Newtown Township supervisor, Mike Gallagher, about “piggybacking” with them for the update of their plan and suggested using Gannet-Fleming, who has provided engineering services to the Newtown Sewer Authority for over 30 years.  Although Mr. Walker has not received a response from Newtown Township yet, he is putting $13,000 in the 2013 budget for this expense.
Mr. Walker and Police Chief Wojciechowski met with Allan Smith regarding an extension of the lease agreement for the parking lot behind the State Store currently used for permit parking.  Recognizing that at some point in 2013, Mr. Smith may need to utilize some of the parking area during the construction of the new State Store, he will provide access to other macadam to replace the spaces he will need.
The Mayor reminded the public of the Theatre Fundraiser scheduled for September 29, 2012, from 6-11 P.M. Mayor O’Brien also referenced Music in the Park scheduled for October 5, 2012, from 6-10 P.M. in Linton Memorial Park.

Mr. Machion reported that he received the car magnets.  He will draft a letter that will accompany the magnets and work out the details for distribution.
Mr. Walker reported that street/crosswalk painting is 75% complete, and additional work will be done on the Edgeboro Drive curve.  Scotts All Seasons has been removing a dump truck per day in cleaning out the storm drains throughout the Borough.  Replacement of stop signs will begin during the next week.
New Business
· Volunteer Holiday Recognition
Mr. Walker noted that attendees to past holiday open houses were asked to bring finger foods to be shared and it is his feeling that volunteers should be recognized without providing their own food.  The Solicitor said that Borough funds could be used for such an event.  This year’s Open House will be held on December 16, 2012, at the Court Inn.  Mr. Walker asked Council for their input in expending funds for that use.  A part-time police officer who has a catering business has provided a very reasonable price of approximately $300-400 for food for the open house, with an additional $200 for beverages.  Mr. Walker would like Council to consider that idea for the meeting on Tuesday.
Mr. Walker reminded Council that the budget process has begun and the Special Budget Work Session is scheduled for October 25, 2012, in Council Chambers.
Public to be Heard
Resident Ted Schmidt suggested designating a specific distance from the building or curb for placement of portable signage.  Mr. Woldorf and Mr. Craig said that was their intent.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia M. Scull

Borough Secretary
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