Council Work Session
August 8, 2012
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, August 8, 2012, by President of Council Robert Walker.
Present were Councillors Auerweck, Burke, King, Machion, Walker and Warren; Mayor O’Brien, Solicitor Bolla and Engineer Canales.  
The Solicitor announced that Council met in Executive Session prior to the meeting to discuss two items of litigation.  
Public to be Heard
 No one wished to be heard at this time.
Act 537 Plan – Warren Gormley, Newtown Sewer Authority

Warren Gormley, manager at the Newtown Sewer Authority, gave Council an update on recent events that could affect ongoing expansion and development in the Borough and Township.  The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) reviewed the Lower Bucks Water and Sewer Authority’s reports and their overflow issues and determined that there was not sufficient flow in the trunk lines to handle the discharge generated by the 13 municipalities it handles.  DEP put a moratorium in place, which they have temporarily lifted until September 21, 2012.  At that time, DEP will re-evaluate the situation based on a Correctional Action Plan and a Correctional Management Plan from Lower Bucks Water and Sewer Authority and determine whether they will reinstate the moratorium.  Even though the Newtown Sewer Authority has been compliant, any decisions made regarding the Lower Bucks Water and Sewer Authority will directly affect them.  The Act 537 Plan for all 13 municipalities, which includes Newtown Borough and Newtown Township, must be updated showing projected development growth and therefore projected capacity needs. The cost to the Borough for this could be an unbudgeted expense of $12,000-15,000.  Mr. Walker is in discussions with Newtown Township Supervisor Chairman Mike Gallagher about the possibility of sharing the expense of updating this plan.  Mr. Walker asked Council to consider asking Ed Woyden, of Gannett Fleming, the engineer for the Newtown Sewer Authority, to provide an estimate to update the plan.  Lower Bucks Water and Sewer must obtain the information from all 13 municipalities before they can determine what they must do to meet the future capacity requirements and satisfy DEP.
Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales

Mr. Canales supplied Council with a copy of the MS4 Permit Application and asked them to review it.  The submission date is no later than September 14, 2012.
Construction has not started on the S. Elm Avenue project since PennDOT has an issue with the Borough’s selected contractor.  The bid package requested a PennDOT pre-qualified contractor, but GoreCon Inc.’s pre-qualification had expired June 30, 2012.  They have since renewed but under PennDOT’s definition, they are pre-qualified as a sub-contractor not a prime contractor and therefore cannot be awarded the contract.  PennDOT asked that the Solicitor provide a letter and Mr. Bolla advised that he spoke to Sen. McIlhinney’s office to ask their assistance in resolving the issue.   
Discussion of Community Parades
Mr. Walker explained that historically the Borough had not charged for police coverage for community parades.  Over the past several years, that approach had changed with some parades and he would like to see Council make a definite decision.  Mr. King felt that money-making events should pay for coverage, but he questioned the need to charge for community parades and that parades typically do not last very long, as opposed to special events.  Although the 4th of July parade was only two hours, the police contract requires that officer’s be paid a minimum 4 hours per officer and that bill was $1500.  Mr. Warren did not feel that the taxpayers should bear the cost for every parade and he felt that Council was pressured to do that.  He suggested that Council annually budget for police services provided for parades and then determine which parades should be allocated that money.   Mr. Burke felt that the taxpayers would support Memorial Day, 4th of July and Holiday parades and felt that Council should budget each year.  He said that taxpayers pay for Movies in the Park and Music in the Park, but do not necessarily attend those events and he felt that parades bring people out and help businesses in the community.  Mr. Walker suggested speaking to Chief Wojciechowski at the next police meeting, with further Council discussion at the September Work Session.
Discussion of 2012 4th of July Parade

Mr. Salvatore noted that the 4th of July parade started as a joint effort between Newtown Borough and Newtown Township with members of both boards sitting on the committee and donating money to the parade.  Mr. Warren asked if the Committee had excess funds and Mr. Salvatore responded that he did not think there was much money left. Discussion of the 2012 4th of July parade police charges was deferred until the September Work Session meeting. 
Special Event Applications – Mayor O’Brien

· Newtown Fire Company Beer Fest – September 22, 2012 from 12:30-5:30 P.M.
· Newtown Theatre Fundraiser – September 29, 2012 from 6-11 P.M.
· Halloween Parade – October 28, 2012 from 10 A.M.-Noon
· Holiday Parade – December 2, 2012 from 2 – 4 P.M.
Newtown Fire Company Banner Request – Pat Foster

Pat Foster, representing the Newtown Fire Company, asked Council to approve hanging a banner on the south side of the Firehouse to advertise the upcoming Beer Fest.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to authorize hanging a banner at the Firehouse to advertise the Beer Fest.  The banner will hang for 30 days and removed on September 22, 2012.
2012 Fee Schedule – Larry Auerweck

Mr. Auerweck discussed the proposed 2012 Fee Schedule changes and made the following motion.  
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Auerweck, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to accept the 2012 Fee Schedule as presented.
Streets, Lights & Properties – Robert Walker & Perry Warren
Mr. Walker referenced a spreadsheet prepared by Pat Ours regarding the purchase of reflective signage.  The Borough received three bids, with the lowest price being that of Scott’s All Seasons.  Since it was a budgeted item, no motion was required to accept the lowest bid.  
Traffic Management Committee – Charles Machion

Mr. Machion reported that crosswalk painting has begun and new pedestrian sentinels arrived for placement in the Borough.
The Borough installed “Speed Electronically Monitored” signs at entrances to the Borough.  In order to continue the effort to remind people to drive safely, Mr. Machion received bids for car magnets.  Two designs were prepared by resident Mike DiFiori, and Mr. Machion asked Council if they wished to pursue the purchase of the magnets and, if so, which design would they prefer and how should they be distributed.  One suggestion was to provide one magnet per household and permit people to purchase additional magnets for $1/each.  Mr. Burke felt the idea was very creative and an inexpensive way to make the point about driving safely.  The other Council members concurred that it was a great idea and Mr. Warren suggested placing them in Borough stores.  Council will make a decision at the August Council meeting.
Mr. Walker noted that because of the Steeple View project, Mr. Smith would need the parking behind the State Store that is currently used for permit parking.  Council will need to find alternative permit parking.
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker  & Charles Machion
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve the Professional Services invoices for the months of May and June 2012.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Warren, and carried unanimously, to accept resolution of the Langweiler matter.
Solicitor’s Report – William J. Bolla

Mr. Bolla explained that the proposed change to the Noise Ordinance is to exclude Borough personnel and contractors from the Noise Ordinance time requirements related to snow removal.  Mr. Walker reminded Council that discussion of the Noise Ordinance was prompted by a resident of Newtown Station concerned with snow removal at hours that did not fall within the timeframe of the ordinance.    Mr. King voiced concern that this ordinance would preclude private contractors from clearing private developments and business parking.  Jeffrey Slemrod, a resident of Newtown Station, said that common sense says that the Borough and private development would want to get a head start during a heavy snow event, but how would a private contractor know that a snow event was declared.  Council could post the information on the website.
Mr. Bolla amended the existing SALDO/ZO ordinance to eliminate the prohibition against two types of lighting and adding that Borough Council would approve lighting for developments.  Planning Commission will need to review the proposed ordinance amendment and the Solicitor asked for a motion to advertise.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to authorize the Solicitor to advertise an amendment to the SALDO/Zoning Ordinance regarding lighting. 
Mr. Bolla explained the need to revise a previous ordinance amendment regarding 30-minute parking spaces.  Seven parking spaces in front of the State Liquor Store had been changed from 15-minute to 30-minute spaces, but it is now apparent that those seven spaces should revert to 15- minute spaces.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to advertise an amendment to the ordinance changing seven 30-minute parking spaces to 15-minute parking spaces in front of the State Liquor Store.

Mr. Bolla received bids from two firms for appraisal of several Borough properties.  
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to accept the bid of Benchmark Appraisals for the appraisal of Borough property at a price of $1000 per lot and to authorize the Solicitor to arrange the appraisal.

Old Business

There was no old business
New Business
Mayor O’Brien reported that a movie is being filmed at the Newtown Theatre next Tuesday.
Mayor O’Brien announced, as required by the new Borough Code, that he will not to take a salary and that he will perform weddings.

A young Borough resident contacted Mayor O’Brien and offered to do community service before going to college in January.  Council suggested several areas where his services might be used, including clean up at the SEPTA lot and painting of the traffic signal bases.
The Mayor reported that a representative from the Department of Health sprayed an area of Old Skunky because of concerns related to standing water and West Nile Virus.
As liaison to the Human Relations Commission, Mr. Burke reported that the Commission would like the Solicitor to review the ordinance to help them understand their responsibilities and how the process should work.
Mr. Walker reminded Council that the 2013 budget process is beginning and asked that any questions or suggestions be given to Patricia Ours.
After researching other municipalities with HARB districts, Mr. King provided Council with information on the use of alternative materials in these districts.  
The Solicitor reported on the Zoning Hearing Board meeting.  The Black Horse Tavern hearing was continued until October 2, 2012, and he noted that a number of residents attended the hearing concerned about noise issues.  The Zoning Hearing Board granted all of the variance requests for Steeple View, with some conditions.  The number of residences was reduced from 19 to 13, with seven one-bedroom units and six 2-bedroom units proposed.
Public to be Heard
Regarding the proposed car magnets, Warren Woldorf suggested transposing “25 M.P.H.” with “Pace Car,” since the goal is to slow traffic.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia M. Scull

Borough Secretary
ATTENDEES

Julia & Warren Woldorf

Ted Schmidt

Jeff Werner



The Advance

Jeffrey Slemrod

Warren Gormley


Newtown Sewer Authority

Eric Johnson

Ed Woyden



Gannet Fleming

Mick Petrucci

Paul Salvatore

Council Work Session

August 8, 2012

Page 3 of 6

