Council Meeting

May 8, 2012
Chancellor Center
President Robert Walker called the regular semi-monthly meeting of Newtown Borough Council to order at 7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, May 8, 2012.  Mr. Walker asked those in attendance to join him in a moment of silence, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Present:  Councillors Auerweck, Burke, King, Walker and Warren; Mayor Dennis O’Brien and Solicitor William J. Bolla.  Councillor Machion was excused.
HARB Chairperson Jim McAuliffe presented the following 2012 Preservation Awards:
COMMERCIAL SIGNS

Sharon Brown – Owner




Deborah McKenty
Highly Recommended Salon



McKeehan Signs, Inc.
6 W. Washington Avenue




Signmaker
Tom Marotta – Proprietor



Ted & Nancy Garvey
Kazaam Interactive





Signs by Tomorrow
201 S. State Street





Signmakers
RENOVATIONS TO AN ACCESSORY BUILDING

Steve & Jeanne Haeckel – Homeowners

Joel Petty – Architect
123 Penn Street





Buildesign, Inc.
Scott B. Lesser – Builder

Scott B. Lesser Custom Carpentry, LLC
Steeple View LP Presentation – Allan Smith

Developer Allan Smith proposed a new State Liquor Store and beer distributor building at the current location of the old Stockburger showroom.  Mr. Smith’s plan would be to complete this project now, prior to moving forward with the entire development project.   Since there is a significant drop-off from the front of the property to the rear, the building design will permit the structure to maintain the scale of State Street by keeping the building height consistent with surrounding structures at the street level.  Mr. Smith’s presentation at the meeting was to seek Council’s support for beginning this project and expediting the process.  
Solicitor Bolla explained that the applicant plans to submit both the Preliminary/Final Land Development application and the request for relief from the Zoning Hearing Board at the same time, with the understanding that Zoning Hearing Board approval must be received before final approval of the Land Development plan can take place.
In response to resident Julia Woldorf’s question about how the building design fits into the overall design of the development, Mr. Smith said that the rest of the project should work around and complement it, since it is the biggest building in terms of footprint on the site.  Ms. Woldorf asked about access to the new State Store. Mr. Smith explained that he plans a new entrance off of State Street into the property, which, in response to Mr. King’s question, would also provide access to the condominiums.  

Mayor’s Report – Dennis O’Brien
· The April Police Report was presented by Mayor O’Brien.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve Resolution 05-08-12 recognizing Pedestrian Safety Week from May 21-25, 2012, in Newtown Borough.
Special Event Application
· Movies in the Park – Wednesdays from June 20-August 1, 2012, at Linton Memorial Park
· Newtown Theatre – Theater manager Eric Silverman plans to offer free or low cost movies for kids in the lot behind the theater on Saturday evenings.  This will be a pilot program for several nights and he will evaluate the response.
Special Event Reminders
· Newtown Creek Coalition Creek Clean-Up – May 19, 2012, at 9 AM

· Celtic Festival – Newtown Theatre – May 19, 2012, at 2 PM
· Police Memorial Service – St. Andrews Catholic Church – May 21, 2012, at 7 PM

· Memorial Day Parade – May 28, 2012, from 9 AM – Noon

· Old Timers Baseball Game – Pickering Field – May 28, 2012, at 1 PM

Mr. Walker encouraged residents and Council members to attend the Police Memorial Service which honors fallen police officers.

Amendments to the Agenda
There were no amendments to the agenda.
Public to be Heard
Julia Woldorf read a prepared statement and questioned why Council approved expenditures at the Work Session last week without taking a formal vote.  Mr. Walker reminded her that all of the items were budgeted and therefore, already approved, and he asked Solicitor Bolla to re-confirm his statement from the Work Session that motions were not required for those items, which he did.  Although not necessary, Mr. Walker suggested making motions on the expenditures.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to approve $7300 to paint Borough Hall.  

· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to approve $8000 to replace the roof on Borough Hall and the police department shed.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to approve $3100 to sweep the streets.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve $12,000 to clean the storm drains.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve $40,000 to paint the crosswalks.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to approve $9600 to purchase salt for next winter.
Certificates of Appropriateness
Mr. King said that since Council received a letter today from the applicant, which significantly changes what was previously agreed to at the HARB meeting, he suggested tabling the application.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to table COA 2012-017-H.
COA 2012-017-H
Applicant:  Eugene H. Charlton, 129 N. State Street, apartments/retail shop

The applicant is seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness for the removal of two chimneys and replacement of the roof.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to follow the recommendation of the Historic Architectural Review Board and direct President of Council to sign the following Certificates of Appropriateness, thereby approving the historical appropriateness of the application, with final approval by the Code Enforcement Officer. 

COA 2012-11 H Residents Daniel & Paula Everitt, 109 E. Washington Avenue
The applicants were seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness for the replacement of a chain link fence with a wooden fence, and the addition of new wood trellises.

COA 2012-012-H
Applicant:  Ellen Son, DMD, 154 N. State Street, State Street Dentistry

The applicant was seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness for a wall sign for State Street Dentistry, to be mounted on the front façade.
COA 2012-0013-H
Applicant:  Barry Shapiro, 505 E. Washington Avenue, Lotus Health & Wellness Center 
The applicant was seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness for the replacement of a freestanding sign for Lotus Health & Wellness Center.

COA 2012-014-H
Residents Larry & Laurie Luff, 211 E. Washington Avenue
The applicants were seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness for the removal of an exterior staircase, removal of a window and re-siding in-kind of these areas.

COA 2012-015-H
Residents David & Mary Callahan, 113 Court Street
The applicants were seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a pergola over a side patio.

COA 2012-016-H
Resident Barbara Markey, 15 Liberty Street
The applicant was seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a screened porch addition.
Presentation of Minutes
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried with Councillors Warren and King abstaining, to approve the April 4, 2012, Work Session Meeting minutes.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to approve the April 10, 2012, Council minutes.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Budget & Finance – Robert Walker & Charles Machion
Consolidated Report

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Walker, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to accept, subject to audit, the consolidated expenditure report for the month of April 2012 totaling $108,904.38. 
Donations

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve a $5000 donation to the Council Rock Newtown Athletic Association.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to approve a $3000 donation to the Newtown Library Company.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to approve a $500 donation to the Joint Historic Commission.

Streets, Lights & Properties – Robert Walker & Perry Warren

After presentations at the Work Session for two proposed projects, Mr. Walker suggested waiving fees, if they are required.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Warren, and carried unanimously, to waive permit fees, if required, for the Eagle Scout project [at Pickering Field] and the Girl Scout project [at Brian S. Gregg Memorial Park].
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve a waiver of the permit fee for roof replacement at Borough Hall and for the police department shed.
Solicitor’s Report – William J. Bolla
Mr. Bolla referred to discussion at the Council Work Session regarding a Volunteer Release Form for the Newtown Creek Coalition clean up.  He asked Ms. Woldorf when he might expect it and she reported that he should receive it shortly.
Old Business
Mr. Burke reported that installation of the tot swing at Linton Park should occur within the next three weeks.  
Mr. Walker asked the Mayor for an update on the new Borough webpage and he reported that it should be completed before the end of May.

New Business
Mr. Auerweck reported that the Planning Commission plans to contact Doylestown and New Hope to obtain information on how they address sidewalk signs/A-frames.

Public to be Heard 
There was no one who wished to be heard at this time.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Marcia M. Scull

Borough Secretary
ATTENDEES

Warren & Julia Woldorf



Jeff Werner


The Advance




Jim McAuliffe

Ted Schmidt
Chris English


Courier Times

Nancy Terry
Mark Craig

Diane LeBas

Sharon Brown

Steve Haeckel

Laurie Luff

Dave & Mary Callahan

Deb and Bill McKenty

Ted & Nancy Garvey
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