
GREASE and water doesn’t mix! 
 

 
 
 
You may not be aware of it, but every time you pour fat, oil, or grease (FOG) down 
your sink (e.g., bacon grease), you are contributing to a costly problem in the sewer 
collection system. FOG coats the inner walls of the plumbing in your house as well as 
the walls of underground piping throughout the community. Over time, these greasy 
materials build up and form blockages in pipes, which can lead to your wastewater 
backing up into your homes and businesses. These backups can cause expensive and 
unpleasant cleanups that usually must be paid for by you, the home or business owner. 
 
Communities spend billions of dollars every year to unplug or replace grease-blocked 
pipes, repair pump stations, and clean up costly and illegal wastewater spills. Here are 
some tips that you and your family can follow to help maintain a well-run system: 
 

ALWAYS: 

 Scrape and collect fat, oil, and grease into a waste container such as an 
empty coffee can, and dispose of it with your garbage. 

 Place food scraps in waste containers or garbage bags for disposal with 
solid wastes. 

 Place a wastebasket in each bathroom for solid wastes like personal 
hygiene products including diapers and wipes.  

 Items marketed as flushable still can cause sewer backups and damage to 
property. Do not flush them! 

 

NEVER: 

 Pour fats, oil, or grease down the house or storm drains. 

 Dispose of food scraps by flushing them. 

 Use the toilet as a wastebasket. 
 
Caution: Home garbage disposals do not keep grease out of the plumbing system. 
Moreover, hot water and products such as detergents that claim to dissolve grease only 
pass it down the line and cause problems elsewhere. 
 
If you have any water or wastewater questions, please call the Water/Wastewater 
department at (330)343-3443. If you have a sewer backup, call us first so we can check 
the main lines in the street. We can be contacted, 24 hours a day.    

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/Utilities/GreaseFree/PublishingImages/grease-clogs-pipes.gif&imgrefurl=http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/Utilities/GreaseFree/Pages/Home.aspx&docid=de39dshjpuLnGM&tbnid=SHhyQ5Qa7_5A3M:&w=615&h=254&bih=459&biw=593&ved=0ahUKEwiKm9ns153NAhUSSlIKHXmlBCEQMwhMKCAwIA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.markham.ca/wps/wcm/connect/markhampublic/84261e67-2f00-4364-a9b4-238554b2be3c/27/014.jpg?MOD%3DAJPERES%26CACHEID%3D84261e67-2f00-4364-a9b4-238554b2be3c/27&imgrefurl=https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/Markham/Residents/Water/WaterProtect/&docid=GhvTumulw8RgwM&tbnid=7V5WBqqm5kz2sM:&w=300&h=200&bih=459&biw=593&ved=0ahUKEwjEv_Gb4Z3NAhWF7YMKHQECAmQ4rAIQMwgcKBkwGQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lcswc.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/http___www.lcswc_.bmp&imgrefurl=http://www.lcswc.com/2016/05/stop-the-clog-trap-your-fog-fats-oils-grease/&docid=Jy76bcAoXaJByM&tbnid=U9VDiPv_Il7I_M:&w=999&h=648&bih=459&biw=593&ved=0ahUKEwiKm9ns153NAhUSSlIKHXmlBCEQMwiOAShiMGI&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.ebmud.com/files/6214/2047/5761/foggraphic-8-21-13.png&imgrefurl=https://www.ebmud.com/wastewater/bay-friendly-waste-disposal/fats-oils-and-grease/&docid=4AyWAPLxlrUTSM&tbnid=TcS5n-AJ8wPmUM:&w=335&h=314&bih=459&biw=593&ved=0ahUKEwiao-3C153NAhWp7IMKHUMSCvQQMwgrKAkwCQ&iact=mrc&uact=8

