
• Shovel-ready property

• Surging residential development

• First Coast Expressway coming

Governors Pointe Yacht Club overlooks the St. 
Johns River.

First Coast’s Gem
Green Cove Springs, located along the west bank of the St. 

Johns River in Clay County, Florida, is the county seat.
During the late 1880s, a large number of hotels were built. 

The medicinal qualities of the spring located downtown and the 
area’s climate attracted winter tourists – who arrived by 
riverboats.

The federal government built a Navy airfield at the edge of 
the city, which was used to train pilots during World War II.

After the war, the government built 13 piers to accommodate 
over 600 ships placed in reserve and referred to as the “Mothball 
Fleet”. After the nearly 1,800-acre facility was decommissioned, 
the City purchased it – later selling the property to the Reynolds 
Corporation. This waterfront property is available for mixed-use 
development.

Green Cove Springs is the birthplace of several notable 
people. Augusta Savage grew up in the city and became an 
accomplished African-American sculptor during the Harlem 
Renaissance period. Charles E. Merrill, the co-founder of Merrill 
Lynch & Co., is also a native of the city. 

The City has always enjoyed a strong sense of community and 
is home of many festivals and other events. The Clay County 
Fairgrounds is just west of the City.

Green Cove Springs is experiencing rapid residential 
development, and many new businesses are coming to town.

Competitive 
Advantages



Repurposing U.S. 17 Property

Michelle and Todd Sweatland converted an 
abandoned property into office space and a deli. 
Michelle operates her family-law practice in the 
building in the background.

Investment in Infrastructure

The City recently opened a new Police 
Headquarters and Emergency Operations Center.

The City is building a modern new Wastewater 
Treatment Plant that can accommodate future 
needs.

Woody’s Fills Need
Jeff and Samantha Blackburn did their 

research carefully before they decided to move 
their Woody’s Bar-B-Q to Green Cove 
Springs.

“I looked for a vacuum to fill, and there 
was a vacuum; there weren’t any other 

barbeque restaurants in the area,”
Jeff Blackburn said.

In addition, Blackburn liked the 
demographics. “Green Cove is the county seat, 
and I could count on a steady lunch rush,” he 
said. “It’s a very stable community, and I have 
lots of regular customers.”

First Coast Expressway
The First Coast Expressway will be a 

four-lane toll road connecting I-10 in 
Duval County with I-95 in St. Johns 
County through Clay County, a total 
distance of 46.5 miles.

The project includes a Green Cove 
Springs exit – providing improved access 
to the community.

Painters are among the people 
enjoying Spring Park.



Clay County seat Green Cove Springs is one 
of the most ideal cities for a manufacturer to 
relocate to or expand in, according to a study by 
Princeton, New Jersey-based The Boyd 
Company, a site selection company that has 
worked with clients like Pratt & Whitney, 
PepsiCo and Dell.

The study, done after several clients asked 
for the information, looked at 40 of the biggest 
emerging markets for manufacturing and found 
that Green Cove Springs is one of the lowest-
cost cities.          

“Green Cove Springs has some very 
compelling trends,” John Boyd, principle of the 
Boyd Company, told the Business Journal.

Some of its biggest benefits 
include its abundant industrial 

space, access to rail service, 
proximity to the port and Florida's 

friendly business climate.

“Right now,” Boyd said, “Green Cove 
Springs is one of the best [sites] on the East 
Coast.”

Excerpted from Jacksonville Business Journal

One of the Best Sites on the East Coast: Site Selector

• Low millage rate
• Strong workforce
• All utilities are provided by the City
• One-stop permitting

California Company Chooses Clay
The former Food Lion Distribution 

Center has its second new tenant in a year.
Santa Paula, California-based Calavo

Growers Inc. has signed a lease for 208,000 
square feet of space in the former Food 
Lion Distribution Center on J.P. Hall 
Boulevard with the goal of bringing 262 
jobs to Clay County in the next five years.

Calavo Growers, a food processor and 
distributor, will take up the section of the 
building that houses refrigeration 
equipment, which will be used in various 
food processing capacities. 

Excerpted from Clay Today

Clay County's second-largest private employer is growing.
Vac-Con Inc. — the manufacturer of truck-mounted sewage 

cleaning equipment — broke ground in June for its 65,000-
square-foot expansion, which will add to its already 100,000 
square feet.

“It has been said for every job in manufacturing, it creates 
two to three additional jobs in the community, through service 
industries and other related business. I think that's an important 
part of our mission as a manufacturer,” said Marketing Manager 
Tom Jody.

Excerpted from Jacksonville Business Journal

Why This Green Cove 
Springs Manufacturer 
Launched a $10M 
Expansion

Competitive 
Advantages



• Riverfront
• Great Schools
• Strong Churches
• Outstanding 

Recreation

The First Presbyterian Church is among the City’s 
historic sites.

Guests came by steamboat to hotels in Green Cove 
Springs in the 19th century.

Quality 
of Life

“Green Cove Springs is close to the river 
yet still provides some of the lowest home 
prices in the county. 

“And with some of the best schools in Clay 
County, Green Cove Springs is a great 
place to call home.”

D.R. Horton – America’s Builder

Rich History


