
 

 

MINUTES OF THE APRIL 24, 2013 REGULAR MEETING 
GREEN COVE SPRINGS CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING 
321 WALNUT STREET, GREEN COVE SPRINGS, FLORIDA 

 

 
 
The Green Cove Springs Code Enforcement Hearing of April 24, 2013 was called to Order by the Special 
Magistrate at 5:30 p.m. 
 
In attendance were Special Magistrate Garfield Hurt, City Attorney Jim Arnold, Code Enforcement Officer 
Paul Felker, Code Enforcement Clerk Julie Clevinger, and Kimberly Thomas (CE Clerk in training).  City 
Manager Danielle Judd was absent.  The Bailiff was Police Officer O’Daniel. 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Judge Hurt reviewed the procedure for the Hearing and all those who 
would testify at the Hearing were sworn in by the Clerk. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer Felker requested the following cases be called out of order to accommodate the 
property owners present in the audience. 
 
The Minutes for the February 6, 2013 Hearing were approved. 
 
New Cases: 
 
3.  Case 13-005-CE 
  Portable Storage Unit 
  City of Green Cove Springs vs. Wheeler Investment Inc. 
  Magnolia Avenue (vacant lot) 
  38-06-26-017250-000-00 
  Homestead:  No 
 

A representative from Wheeler Investment Inc. was not present.  Mr. Felker reviewed the history 
of this case and testified that this property was in violation of Sec. 102-420, Portable Storage 
Units, and Sec. 102-355, Special Exceptions.  Mr. Felker contended that it was a portable storage 
unit because it was up on blocks, which changed its original use as a trailer.  It was also being 
used as storage for another business.  Mr. Felker recommended an Order be issued to correct the 
violation with a $25.00 per day fine if not corrected after 30 days, impose an Administrative Fine 
of $169.89, and reserve jurisdiction to impose a lien against the property for the total cost in 
bringing the property into compliance. 
 
Discussion continued regarding why the trailer did not meet the definition in the City Code for 
Portable Storage Units and what options were available for the property owner to bring the 
property into compliance, i.e., applying for a Special Exception or moving the trailer off the 
property. 
 
Sec. 102-420 of the City Code states: 
 
Sec. 102-420. – Portable storage units. 
 
(a) Definitions. For the purpose of this section the following definitions shall apply:  
 

Portable storage unit means any container designed for the storage of personal property 
which is typically rented to owners or occupants of property for their temporary use and 
which is delivered and removed by truck. 
 
Site means a piece, parcel, tract, or plot of land occupied or to be occupied by one or more 
buildings or uses and their accessory buildings and accessory uses which is generally 
considered to be one unified parcel.  
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After reviewing the definition in the City Code, Judge Hurt advised he was impeded from making 
a judgment based on the wording “typically rented”.  In his opinion, even though the trailer in 
question was on blocks, it was not “typically rented” and did not fit the definition of a portable 
storage unit such as what was commercially known as a “POD”.   
 
Mr. Felker advised that he had spoken with Mr. William Gause, the Agent of Record for the 
property, who had been very uncooperative and told him he would not be moving the trailer.  He 
also confirmed the trailer had a current tag on it, although it was unknown to whom it was 
registered. 
 
Judge Hurt recognized Denise Costello, owner of Magnolia Hair & Nail Salon, 36 Magnolia 
Avenue North, Green Cove Springs.  Her business was located directly across the street from the 
trailer.  She felt the trailer blocked the view of her business and detracted from her business, as 
this was the scenery that her clients saw as they sat in her Salon.  She expressed her concerns and 
displeasure regarding the treatment she had received from Mr. Gause when she had requested 
that he move the trailer three (3) times to another location on the property.  She also advised 
Judge Hurt that she had witnessed employees from Ronnie’s Wings entering and removing or 
storing items in the trailer. 
 
Judge Hurt recognized Mary Manges who also worked at the Salon.  Ms. Manges showed pictures 
and expressed her concerns noting that the trailer had been previously parked over next to the 
Movie Theater.  When the Theater had opened in September 2012, Mr. Gause had moved it to the 
northwest corner of the adjoining property (Magnolia Avenue North and Palmer Street) which 
was also owned by Wheeler Investment.  She was extremely displeased that Mr. Gause had chosen 
to ignore the requests of neighboring business owners to move the trailer.  She also believed it 
detracted from the business and added the many clients, including the City Manager, had 
complained about the view, how bad it looked, and what an eyesore it was for the neighborhood.  
Ms. Manges also felt it was a magnet for children to vandalize at night.  Her pictures also 
documented the trash strewn around the property.  Judge Hurt advised Ms. Manges that his 
authority was over the property owner and not the owner of the trailer.  Mr. Felker confirmed for 
Judge Hurt that as the Agent of Record, Mr. Gause’s mailing address was listed with the State as 
3657 Winged Foot Circle, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043.  However, it was also now commonly 
known that Mr. Gause had sold his property on Winged Foot Circle and moved to Middleburg. 
 
Judge Hurt recognized Sarah Spurrier, 1672 Pebble Beach Blvd., Green Cove Springs.  Ms. 
Spurrier stated she was a customer of Magnolia Hair & Nail Salon.  She had asked Ms. Costello to 
keep a record of the last month, which showed 730 clients.  This meant they are a thriving 
business for Green Cove Springs.  Ms. Spurrier emphasized that Green Cove Springs needed 
thriving businesses.  She also agreed that the trailer blocked those businesses on Magnolia 
Avenue, primarily the Salon and was troubled that Mr. Gause had been unwilling to compromise. 
 
Judge Hurt agreed with all comments and concerns about the businesses and the trailer, but 
reiterated that the court was having trouble with whether the trailer was considered a “portable 
storage unit typically rented to owners or occupants of property.” as defined in the City Code.  He 
agreed that the appearance and placement of the trailer was not good but also noted that if he had 
a permit to build a garage there, he would be allowed to put it in the very same spot and it would 
be legal.  He noted that “PODS” were typically rented as storage units but questioned if enclosed 
trailers were typically rented as storage units.  This presented the problem of whether or not the 
trailer fit the definition of a “portable storage unit”.  If it did, then it was illegal.  If not, the City 
would need to bring him another violation or code that it would adhere to.  Mr. Felker noted the 
City Code did not address trailers on commercially zoned property.  Referring to the past history 
of the property and its use as a parking lot, Mr. Arnold also believed it currently did not meet the 
definition in the City Code.  He stated that the City Code would need to be revised to address 
these types of concerns.  However, he also warned about taking into consideration campers and 
such that used stabilizers for set up. 
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Mr. Arnold continued and asked Judge Hurt, on behalf of the ladies present, if the City could put 
procedure aside and ask the Court to speak to Mr. Gause to see if he was willing to compromise.  
Mr. Gause would have to be willing to talk to the court in that fashion.  Although they believed it 
would be a waste of the Court’s time, Ms. Costello, Ms. Manges, and Ms. Spurrier agreed.  He 
stated he was going to do some additional research as well. 
 
Ms. Spurrier asked if Mr. Gause was required to attend these proceedings.  Judge Hurt stated he 
had no jurisdiction over Mr. Gause because the violation is against Wheeler Investment Inc.  She 
asked Mr. Felker about following up on liens and fines.  Mr. Felker replied that his job was to 
present Notices of Violations to the Judge who would then make the ruling and issue the liens and 
fines.  The Judge had the final decision. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt ordered this case continued to the next hearing tentatively 
scheduled for June 26, 2013 or until further research and clarification of the definition of a 
portable storage unit was determined. 

 
2. Case 13-004-CE 
 Property Maintenance 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. Jack F. Townsend 
 115 St Johns Ave. 
 38-06-26-017264-000-00 
 Homestead:  Yes 

 
Mr. Townsend was not present.  Mr. Felker reviewed the history of this case and testified that this 
property was in violation of Sec. 302.4 of the International Property Maintenance Code, 
Protective Treatment.  Pictures documented the property had chipping paint and mildew staining 
around the windows.  The owner had also placed caution tape around property.  Mr. Felker 
recommended an Order to correct the violation with a $25.00 per day fine if not corrected after 
30 days, impose an Administrative Fine of $169.89, and reserve jurisdiction to impose a lien 
against the property for the total cost in bringing the property into compliance. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt issued an Order as recommended. 
 

3.  Case 13-003-CE 
  Overgrown Property 
  City of Green Cove Springs vs. Scott D. Hackworth 
  4471 Jeri Drive 
  38-06-26-017007-001-39 
  Homestead:  Yes 

 
Mr. Hackworth was not present.  Mr. Felker reviewed the history of this case and testified that 
this property was in violation of Sec. 304.2 of the International Property Maintenance Code, 
Protective Treatment, and Sec. 302.9, Defacement of Property.  Pictures documented graffiti, 
curse words, and symbols on the structure.  The siding on the house was gone leaving it open to 
even more deterioration.  Mr. Felker recommended an Order to correct the violation with a 
$25.00 per day fine if not corrected after 30 days, impose an Administrative Fine of $169.89, and 
reserve jurisdiction to impose a lien against the property for the total cost in bringing the property 
into compliance. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt issued an Order as recommended. 
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Continuance Case: 
 
4. Case 12-020-CE 
 Overgrown Property 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. Angela Martin, ET 
 1102 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
 38-06-26-017789-000-00 
 Homestead:  No 
 

Ms. Martin was not present.  Mr. Felker reviewed the history of this case and testified that the 
City had abated the property on February 12, 2013 and this was a Fine Hearing.  Pictures 
documented the conditions before and after the City abated the property.  Mr. Felker 
recommended an Order to impose a $228.80 lien against the property for maintenance and 
administrative costs incurred by the City to bring the property into compliance. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt issued an Order as recommended. 
 

New Case: 
 
5. Case 12-025-CE 
 Overgrown Property 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. Debora J. McDade 
 1107 Roberts Street 
 38-06-26-017169-000-00 
 Homestead:  No 
 

Ms. McDade was not present.  Mr. Felker reviewed the history of this case and testified that the 
City had abated the property on February 2, 2013 and this is a Fine Hearing.  Pictures 
documented the conditions before and after the City abated the property.  Mr. Felker 
recommended an Order to impose a $308.58 lien against the property for maintenance and 
administrative costs incurred by the City to bring the property into compliance. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt issued an Order as recommended. 
 

6. Case 12-024-CE 
 Overgrown Property 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. CPR Investment Trust 
 Roberts Street (Vacant lot) 
 38-06-26-017172-000-00 
 Homestead:  No 
 

A representative from CPR Investment Trust was not present.  Mr. Felker reviewed the history of 
this case and testified that the owner had abated the property on February 2, 2013 and this is a 
Fine Hearing.  Pictures documented the conditions before and after the owner abated the 
property.  Mr. Felker recommended an Order to impose a $139.40 fine for administrative costs 
incurred by the City to bring the property into compliance.  If not paid within 30 days, a lien 
would be recorded against the property.  Mr. Felker also noted that Administrative costs were 
being requested even though the owner had abated the property because the case had come 
before the Special Magistrate at two (2) prior hearings. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt issued an Order as recommended. 
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Mr. Felker announced that the next Code Enforcement Hearing was tentatively scheduled for June 26, 
2013 at 5:30 p.m.  Judge Hurt agreed to this date and time and a Hearing was set.  He also requested Mr. 
Felker send him an e-mail of the definition of a portable storage unit.  Judge Hurt advised that, per Mr. 
Arnold’s question, the court would review any documentation submitted by interested parties. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Judge, this meeting was adjourned at 6:36 p.m. 
 
        City of Green Cove Springs, Florida 
 
 
 
              
        Garfield Hurt, Special Magistrate 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
     __ 
Kimberly Thomas, Code Enforcement Clerk 


