
 

 

MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 6, 2013 REGULAR MEETING 
GREEN COVE SPRINGS CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING 
321 WALNUT STREET, GREEN COVE SPRINGS, FLORIDA 

 

 
 
 
The Green Cove Springs Code Enforcement Hearing of February 6, 2013 was called to Order by the 
Special Magistrate at 5:30 p.m. 
 
In attendance were Special Magistrate Garfield Hurt, City Attorney Jim Arnold, Code Enforcement Officer 
Paul Felker, and Code Enforcement Clerk Julie Clevinger.  City Manager Danielle Judd was absent.  The 
Bailiff was Police Officer O’Daniel. 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Judge Hurt reviewed the procedure for the Hearing and all those who 
would testify at the Hearing were sworn in by the Clerk. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer Felker requested the following cases be called out of order to accommodate the 
property owners present in the audience. 
 
The Minutes for the December 5, 2012 Hearing were approved. 
 
New Cases: 
 
3.  Case 13-002-CE 
  No Permit 
  City of Green Cove Springs vs. Owens Charles 
  3710 Summit Oaks Drive 
  05-06-26-015234-005-48 
  Homestead:  Yes 
 

Mr. Owens was present.  Mr. Felker reviewed the history of this case and testified that this 
property was in violation of Sec. 14-31 – Building permit required.  Mr. Owens had constructed an 
accessory structure (utility shed) on his property without obtaining the proper building permit.  
Staff’s recommendation was to issue an Order imposing 10 days to obtain a permit or meet the 
requirements of a permit, impose a $25.00 per day fine for each day the property remained in 
violation after 10 days, and impose an Administrative Recovery Cost of $139. 76. 
 
Mr. Owens testified that he believed he had made an honest attempt at obtaining a building 
permit for the shed.  The Homeowners’ Association required approval prior to obtaining a 
building permit.  However, the Homeowners’ Association had been foreclosed so there was no one 
to grant any approval.  He had constructed the shed such that it matched the facade of his home 
as was required in the Homeowners’ Codes.  However, since the Homeowners’ Association had 
folded, he did not believe he should be penalized. 
 
Mr. Arnold reviewed the reasoning why the City Building Dept. had denied the issuance of a 
building permit to Mr. Owens.  He strongly suggested Mr. Owens should contact a lawyer 
regarding the legal aspects concerning the re-establishment of the Homeowners’ Association.  In 
response to Judge Hurt’s questions, Greg Hall, 3706 Summit Oaks Drive, and Mr. Owens’ 
neighbor, acknowledged the issues before the Magnolia West community and stated he would 
initiate contact with the other residents in an effort to help resolve the problems with the defunct 
Homeowners’ Association. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt ordered the case deferred for 120 days or until the Hearing 
scheduled for June 2013. 
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Continuance Cases: 
 
1. Case 12-024-CE 
 Overgrown Property 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. CPR Investment 
 Roberts Street Vacant Lot 
 38-06-26-017172-000-00 
 Homestead:  No 

 
A representative from CPR Investment was not present.  Mr. Felker reviewed the history of this 
case and testified that this property was in violation of Sec. 26-61 – Overgrown property declared 
nuisance.  Pictures submitted documented the lot was overgrown.  Staff’s recommendation was to 
issue an Order imposing 10 days to correct the violation and if not corrected within 10 days, allow 
the City access to mow the property, reserve jurisdiction to impose a lien for recovery of the costs 
associated with bringing the property into compliance, and to impose an Administrative Recovery 
Cost of $139.40. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt issued an Order imposing 10 days to correct the violation and if 
not corrected within 10 days, allow the City access to mow the property. 
 

New Cases: 
 
2.  Case 13-001-CE 
  Overgrown Property/Fence Maintenance 
  City of Green Cove Springs vs. Feller Kay H & Steven J 
  44 Vermont Street 
  38-06-26-018410-005-00 
  Homestead:  Yes 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Kay were not present.  Mr. Felker reviewed the history of this case and testified that 
this property was in violation of Sec. 26-61 – Overgrown property declared nuisance and 102-414 
– Fences, walls and hedges.  Pictures submitted documented the property was overgrown and the 
fence was in disrepair.  Staff’s recommendation was to issue an Order allowing the City access for 
maintenance and repair and to reserve jurisdiction to impose a lien for recovery of the costs 
associated with bringing the property into compliance. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt issued an Order as recommended by Staff. 

 
Other Requests: 
 
4. Case 12-022-CE 
 Overgrown Property 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. Cunningham Mildred Lee & Antonio Dwaine Rivers 
 408 Pine Avenue 
 38-06-26-017638-000-00 
 Homestead:  No 
 

Ms. Cunningham and Mr. Rivers were not present.  Mr. Felker reviewed the history of this case 
and testified that this case have been previously heard on December 5, 2012 where Judge Hurt 
had issued an Order allowing the City access to mow the property which was completed on 
January 23, 2013.  Staff’s recommendation was to impose a lien for maintenance and 
administrative costs associated with bringing this property into compliance in the amount of 
$388.33. 
 
Upon this testimony Judge Hurt issued an Order as recommended by Staff. 
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Mr. Felker announced that the next Code Enforcement Hearing was tentatively scheduled for April 17, 
2013.  Judge Hurt agreed to this date and time and a Hearing was set. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Judge, this meeting was adjourned at 6:22 p.m. 
 
        City of Green Cove Springs, Florida 
 
 
 
              
        Garfield Hurt, Special Magistrate 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
      
Julie Clevinger, Acting Clerk 


