
 

 

MINUTES OF THE DATE September 16, 2015 REGULAR MEETING 
GREEN COVE SPRINGS CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING 
321 WALNUT STREET, GREEN COVE SPRINGS, FLORIDA 

 

 
 
 
The Green Cove Springs Code Enforcement Hearing of Date October 7, 2015 was called to Order by the 
Special Magistrate at 5:00 p.m. 
 
In attendance were Special Magistrate Garfield Hurt, City Attorney Jim Arnold, Development Service 
Director Janice Fleet, Code Enforcement Officer Marcy James, Code Enforcement Clerk Vanessa 
Patterson and Executive Assistant Kim Thomas.  The Bailiff was Police Officer Matheson. 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Judge Hurt reviewed the procedure for the Hearing and all those who 
would testify at the Hearing were sworn in by the Judge. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer James requested the following cases be called out of order to accommodate the 
property owners present in the audience. 
 
The Minutes for the Date August 16, 2015 Hearing were approved. 
 
Continuance Cases: 
 
1.  Case 15-055-CE 
  Electrical System Hazard 
  City of Green Cove Springs vs. Estate of George Giouroukos 
  1149 Idlewild Ave. Lot#7 
  38-06-26-017059-000-00 
  Homestead:  No 
 

Mr. Giouroukos was present with Attorney Michelle White.  Mrs. James reviewed the history of 
this case and testified that this property was in violation of Sec. 604.3.  Mr. Giouroukos was cited 
in July. Building Code Official was concerned with exposed wiring.  Property was inspected again 
on August 17, 2015 and it had not been corrected.  Mrs. James observed on September 10, 2015 a 
fixture had been put in place, however, on September 15, 2015 Mr. Giouroukos was ask to 
demonstrate that the structure had been wired properly.  Tenant put in bulb, but light did not 
come on.  Mr. Giouroukos stated the bulb now works and showed a picture on his phone. Mrs. 
James stated it is difficult to confirm if the picture is of the subject violation. She added that she 
had inspected yesterday and that Mr. Giouroukos had waited until the eleventh hour to 
demonstrate compliance. We asked that Mr. Giouroukos be fined $25.00 a day starting 
September 23, 2015 if not in compliance and impose a fine of $100.00 for administrative fees.   
 
Mr. Giouroukos stated that fixture is now working. He showed picture of working fixture. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt gave Mr. Giouroukos until the next Hearing, which is October 7, 
2015 to comply. 
 

2. Case 15-051-CE 
 Rodent Infestation 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. Estate of George Giouroukos 
 1149 Idlewild Ave #2 
 38-06-26-017059-000-00 
 Homestead:  No 
 

Mr. Giouroukos was present with attorney Michelle White.  Mrs. James reviewed the history of 
this case and testified that this property was in violation of Sec 309.1.  Mrs. James showed 
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pictures of infestation, rodent droppings, and openings in the structure allowing for infestation 
and re-infestation. 
 
Mr. Giouroukos attorney stated he is taken all steps that are necessary to fix the problem and get 
it up to code within the time frame allowed.  The rats are no longer an issue.  Attorney asked for 
additional time to come into compliance. 
 
Mr. Giouroukos stated he was taking up carpet because of an asthmatic tenant and will be putting 
down linoleum, however, not all carpet will be removed. 
 
Mrs. James explained she had not observed that proper precaution has been taken to prevent re-
infestation. She stated that to prevent re-infestation, the belly wrap mist be re-inspected, a 
finished floor installed, all holes and cracks sealed and screens installed.  
 
Attorney White states Mr. Giouroukos is taking steps and he does have someone going in to spray 
the property to ensure that the infestation does not exists further.  He is also working on 
construction to fix the problem underneath the structure so that rodents do not get into the 
property. 
  
Judge Hurt ask who was hired to fix structure and it was stated by Mr. Giouroukos and his 
attorney that Pest Express was hired and a receipt was shown. 
 
Mrs. James stated no permits have been pulled for any sort of re-instatement of the belly wrap.   
 
Judge Hurt explained to Mr. Giouroukos he need to pull permits to construct structure.  Judge 
Hurt found that there is a violation and is giving Mr. Giouroukos until 10/1/15 to come into 
compliance. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt continued the case to October 1, 2015, to allow the property 
owner more time to comply.  If not, Mr. Giouroukos will be fined $25.00 per day until property is 
in compliance.  Administration fee of $100.00 was allowed in this case. 
 

3. Case 15-052-CE 
 Roach Infestation 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. Estate of George Giouroukos 
 1149 Idlewild Ave #15 
 38-06-26-017059-000-00 
 Homestead:  No 
 

Mr. Giouroukos was present.  Mrs. James reviewed the history of this case and testified that this 
property was in violation of Sec. 309.1.   
 
Mrs. James showed pictures of infestation, live roaches and openings in the structure allowing for 
infestation and re-infestation.  All that stands between the tenant and the elements is the subfloor 
with obviously many openings for re-infestation.  Mrs. James reviewed the receipt from Pest 
Express, but questioned if the proper repairs have been made to prevent re-infestation. She stated 
that the belly wrap need to be reinstated, a finished floor installed, holes and cracks sealed and 
screens installed. 

 
 
Mr. Giouroukos stated the issue at hand was for roaches, and that has been resolved.  Previous 
tenant damaged the unit. He is doing the best he can in the amount of time allotted with the 
resources he has.  
 
Mrs. James explained Mr. Giouroukos was cited two months ago and the property was just 
sprayed five days ago.  The meter to the unit has been tampered with and Mr. Giouroukos is 
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requesting it be turned on.  There will need to be a safety inspection due to the tampering of the 
meter. 
 
Mr. Giouroukos stated it is very difficult to do repairs without power to the unit. 

 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt continued the case to October 1, 2015, allowing the property 
owner more time to comply. 
 

4. Case 15-007-CE 
 Junk and Debris 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. David Smith 
 605 Bay Street 
 38-06-26-018158-000-00 
 Homestead:  Yes 
 

Mr. David Smith was present.  Mrs. James observed underneath the carport to be considered 
reasonable for compliance and recommends case be dismissed. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt dismissed this case. 

 
5.   Case 14-002-CE 
 Nonconforming Sign 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. Tomlin, Alton Ray 
 520 Orange Ave. N 
 38-06-26-017588-000-00 
 Homestead:  No  
 

Mr. Alton Ray Tomlin was present. Mrs. James reviewed the history of this case and testified that 
this property was in violation Sec. 110.7.  Mrs. James stated picture shows partial abatement, with 
the pole cut to 12 feet. 
 
Mrs. James stated Mr. Tomlin was not present for meeting on March 19, 2014, according to the 
minutes.  September 3, 2015 nonconforming sign is still partially abated.  The fine of 521 days had 
elapsed in that period which equals $13025.00 plus the $100.00 administration fee.  Staff 
recommendation is a fine of $25.00 per day for three month period. Due to normal interval for 
magistrate hearing and there was a period without a magistrate hearing the fine would be 
$2250.00 and retain the administrative fee of $100.00.  We ask that the post be removed.  The 
sign post has not been used in years and has now lost its grandfather status. 
 
Mr. Tomlin stated he was not aware of the meeting on March 19, 2014.  Staff sign for certified 
mail, but he did not receive it. He stated the building had been hit twice and that the post serves 
as a safety barrier. He would like the post to remain because of the building’s proximity to the 
road. 
 
Mrs. James stated the post is close to the right of way. Recommends that the sign be removed.  If 
the property owner is interested in having a bollard, there are certain construction standards for 
that and would encourage that it be pursued through that process. 
 
Judge Hurt asked if the post could be cut back and retained as a safety barrier.   
 
Mrs. James explained that the post is not designed for that purpose.  If Mr. Tomlin wanted a 
bollard that there are construction standard for that. 
 
Mr. Arnold stated the city has allowed from time to time without much debate a fence that would 
be solid with rebar so that it may serve as a deterrence.  We would not have a problem if the pole 
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was at a height no more than it needed to be for protection.  Suggested pole be capped and 
painted within code. 
 
Mr. Tomlin stated he had no problem cutting the pole and painting to code.  I can cut the post to 
height that is required for compliance and then address whatever we have to do in order to finish 
it off.  
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt issued an order to reduce fine to $25.00 per day for three 
months period for $2250.00 plus a $100.00 administrative fee.  If everything is completed by 
October 7, 2015 and in compliance, then the court reserves the jurisdiction to revisit the amount 
of the fine.  
 

6. Case 14-013-CE 
 Nonconforming Sign 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. Tomlin, Alton Ray 
 1013 Idlewild Ave 
 38-06-26-017045-000-00 
 Homestead:  No 
  

Mr. Alton Ray Tomlin was present. Mrs. James reviewed the history of this case and testified that 
this property was in violation Sec. 110.7. Mrs. James stated certified mail was sent on September 
3, 2015. Violation is partially complied with. Sign is nonconforming and has lost its grandfather 
status due to six months of non-use.  Sign has been cut to approximately 12 feet. Case appeared 
before magistrate July 30, 2014, the order was to access a $100.00 administrative fee plus $25.00 
a day starting 90 days later or October 29, 2014 until the property is in compliance.  The minutes 
do reflect that Mr. Tomlin was present.  320 days have elapsed since October 29, 2014, which 
brings the fine to $8000.00 plus $100.00 administrative fee.  Staff recommend reducing to a 3 
month period due to not having a magistrate hearing.  Requesting that $100.00 administrative 
fee be maintained and the post be removed. 
 
Mr. Tomlin stated he met with Janis to discuss taking the top portion of the sign off and convert 
to a monument sign which are now in compliance.  He stated he wanted to apply for grant, but 
due to not being in compliance, was not able to do so. He added he did not have the money at the 
time to bring into compliance. He was able to get with a friend and take down some of the sign, 
will take down the rest.  
 
Mrs. Judd suggested to the Judge to pass until October 7, 2015 to see if Mr. Tomlin and staff can 
develop a plan toward compliance.  If in compliance by October 7, 2015, Mr. Tomlin can try 
applying for grant. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt issued an order to reduce fine to $25.00 per day for three 
months period for $2250.00 plus a $100.00 administrative fee.  If everything is completed by 
October 7, 2015 and in compliance, then the court reserves the jurisdiction to revisit the amount 
of the fine. 
 

 
 
 
 
7. Case 15-065-CE 
 Overgrown Property 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. Jack F. Townsend 
 115 Saint Johns Ave 
 38-06-26-017264-000-00 
 Homestead:  No 
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Mr. Townsend was not present. Mrs. James reviewed the history of this case and testified that this 
property was in violation Sec. 26-61. Mr. Townsend was not present. This is a repeat violator. 
Photos were shown with grass growing well over 12 inches or more.  This case has been before 
magistrate twice.  There’s a demonstrated history of this property of non-compliance until order 
to comply by city staff or by magistrate. It’s a continuing situation and we are requesting that city 
staff be order to enter upon the property to abate the violation and that the property owner is to 
be fined the cost of city staff abating the violation plus a fine to the property owner for 
administrative costs $200.00, double because he is a repeat violator. 
 
Judge Hurt imposed a fine of $100.00 per day starting September 23, 2015.  If not in compliance 
by September 23, 2015, plus a $200.00 administrative fine. 

 
8.   Case 15-002-CE 
 Wood Rot 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. Cady Lealond H III Heirs 
 905 Saint Johns Ave 
 38-06-26-017563-001-00 
 Homestead:  No 
 

Mr. Cady, Lealond is deceased, the heir was not present. Mrs. James reviewed the history of this 
case and testified that this property was in violation Sec. 110.7 due to wood rot. Through research, 
we were able to find an heir, which is the son, who was present at the last magistrate hearing. It 
was expressed that the yard would be maintained and the shrubs have been cut as well. The 
property owner has followed through with this commitment. However, the wood rot remains. 
Pictures were shown of wood rot and damaged fence.  The heir to the property is in the Police 
Academy and requested a continuance. Staff recommendation is to allow for 7 days to correct the 
violation and then a fine of $25.00 to be accessed on the property starting September 23, 2015. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt ruled there is a violation and order that there be a fine of $25.00 
a day starting September 23, 2015, if the property is not in compliance.   
 
 

 
 
9. Case 15-014-CE 
 Overgrown Property 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. Sorensen, H. Scott & Ellen W. 
 739 Myrtle Ave 
 38-06-26-017981-000-00 
 Homestead:  No 
 

Mr. Scott Sorensen & Mrs. Ellen Sorensen were not present. Mrs. James reviewed the history of 
this case and testified that this property was in violation of Sec. 301.3. The fence is in disrepair 
and the building is unsecured.  Pictures show fence leaning, and panels on the ground. Window 
appears to be open. Staff recommendation is for staff to enter on the property to secure the 
building and authorize staff to abate the violation.  The home does not have a pool, therefore, 
fence can be removed. 
 
Mrs. James explained to the Judge that she spoke with OCWEN, which seems to be the mortgage 
company holding the property at this time.  She stated she had successful communication with a 
gentleman by the last name of Sanchez regarding maintenance of the yard, however, he has 
stopped returning messages. 
 
Judge Hurt order was to allow city staff to enter upon property to abate the violation and fine the 
property owner for the cost. 
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10. Case 15-027-CE 
 Junk Vehicle/Junk & Debris 
 City of Green Cove Springs vs. Byrant-Cox Latreca 
 543 N. Palmetto Ave 
 38-06-26-017666-000-00 
 Homestead:  Yes 
 

Mrs. Bryant-Cox was not present. Mrs. James reviewed the history of this case and testified that 
this property was in violation Sec. 302.8. Mrs. James explained this is a continued case.  Mrs. 
Bryant-Cox stated in court that the vehicles were operable that she would work with Mrs. James 
to confirm they were not junk vehicles.  The junk vehicles remain. Junk and debris remain on the 
site.  It was Mrs. Bryant-Cox testimony that the bags of cans had been removed, however the bag 
of cans remain and there seem to be more. Mrs. James testified that Mrs. Bryant-Cox did 
communicate that Monday’s were difficult for her and that she would call back the next day, 
however, I did not receive a call. Mrs. James spoke with Mrs. Bryant-Cox on Wednesday and she 
stated her daughter had been admitted into the hospital. She was unsure of when she could meet 
and that she would call me.  September 10, 2015 Mrs. James attempted to call, but she has not 
contacted me. Violation has not been abated and we continue to get complaints from the 
community regarding the condition of the property.  
 
Our staff recommendation since she is a repeat violator is to impose a fine of $50.00 a day 
starting September 23, 2015 if not in compliance. Fine the property owner an administrative fee 
of $200.00 due to property owner being a repeat violator. 
 
Upon this testimony, Judge Hurt ruled there is a violation and being that the property owner is a 
repeat violator has order that there be a fine of $50.00 a day until the property is abated of junk 
vehicles and an administrative fee of $200.00 starting September 23, 2015. 
 

Other Requests: 
 
Mrs. James announced that the next Code Enforcement Hearing is to be October 7, 2015. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Judge, this meeting was adjourned at 6:37 p.m. 
 
        City of Green Cove Springs, Florida 
 
 
 
              
        Garfield Hurt, Special Magistrate 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Vanessa Patterson, Code Enforcement Clerk 


