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Chapter I:  Plan Introduction 

 

A. Purpose of the Plan 

 

The Town of Archer Lodge Land Use Comprehensive Plan serves as a guide 

for town officials, planners, and citizens in making decisions about future growth and 

development in a coordinated fashion that protects the quality of life and small town 

atmosphere in Archer Lodge.  The plan articulates a vision of how citizens would like 

the town to look over the next ten to twenty years, which is followed by specific 

goals, strategies, and action steps for achieving the vision.   

 

 B. Process Overview 

 

During the course of the planning process key issues were identified.  In 

addition to land use and growth management, the plan makes recommendations 

relating to community image, small economic development and skill training, 

business and farming partnerships, public services and infrastructure, parks and 

recreation, environmental protection and historic preservation. 

 

More specifically, the plan: 

 

 Assesses the current physical conditions in the town and maps the existing 

land use so that future growth areas can be identified. 

 

 Presents a preferred growth and development scenario in the form of the 

Future Land Use Map, which targets areas for development within the Town. 

 

 Provides a rational basis for the Town’s future growth and makes specific 

recommendations for updating or adopting land development regulations 
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(zoning and subdivision ordinances) that are consistent with the preferred 

growth scenario.  

 

 Provides citizens, developers, and other plan users with a predictable 

development environment by clearly stating the criteria that will guide the 

development decisions of town officials. 

 

Successful implementation of the plan requires the full commitment of town 

leaders, elected officials, and citizens in order to implement the plan’s key 

recommendations and continuously monitor the plan’s progress.  Given the 

likelihood of change in the community, the plan should offer flexibility.   Periodic 

evaluations of the plan’s progress or changes in the conditions in the Town may 

necessitate amendments to the plan. 
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The purpose of the plan is: 

 

 To create a vision for the future of the Town of Archer Lodge based on 

community needs and desires, and to foster community support for this 

vision through education and awareness raising activities. 

 

 To prepare the Town of Archer Lodge for the future by creating a guide for 

future growth that adequately responds to development pressures from 

nearby urban areas (Smithfield, Garner, Raleigh, Cary, Research Triangle 

Park and other urban areas within 36 miles such as Wilson (29.7mi.) and 

Goldsboro (35.4mi.)). 

 

 To coordinate land use planning and infrastructure development in order 

to encourage desired development densities, patterns, and locations 

consistent with Archer Lodge’s vision for the future. 

 

 To survey community needs for and attitudes toward public services, 

facilities, and amenities in order to improve the quality of life and protect 

the public health and safety. 

 

 To identify potential financing mechanisms and timelines for the provision 

of future public services and amenities. 

 

 To preserve the small town character of Archer Lodge, yet re-evaluate its image 

and community identity in light of past trends and future changes.                                                                                                                       

 

 To identify ways to enhance and invest in the community by working to 

improve the community image and promote economic development 

opportunities. 

 

 To make recommendations for preserving and protecting community 

assets including unique historic, cultural, and natural features and open 

spaces. 
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C. Plan Organization 

 

The planning process took place over three phases that correspond with the 

following questions posed to the community: 

 

1.  Who are we? 

 

2.  Where do we want to be? 

 

3.  How do we get there? 

 

The plan is organized into chapters that correspond to each question.  Chapters II, 

III, and IV assess the existing conditions in the planning area, including public input on key 

issues and community strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats.  Chapter V 

outlines an Action Plan for implementation, and lays out goals, policies, responsible 

parties and timeframes. In addition, a Future Land Use Map is included.   

 

D. Public Participation Process 

 

Throughout the planning process, citizens, business owners and interested 

individuals were provided opportunities to comment on the plan and the issues currently 

affecting Archer Lodge. A community wide public input meeting was conducted to get 

feedback from residents on the vision for the town, preferred development patterns and 

land use management styles for future growth. In addition, citizen feedback was obtained 

through a community wide survey distributed to all households in the Town.  Also, focus 

groups or task forces were held with key community individuals and organizations to 

outline land use patterns.    
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Why Plan?  Successful community planning serves to: 

 

 Identify key natural, cultural, scenic, and economic assets 

 Build all local plans—including economic development, tourism, and land 

use plans—around the preservation and enhancement of key assets 

 Pay attention to community appearance as well as economics and 

ecology 

 Recognize the link between land use and transportation planning 

 Create a shared vision for the future 

 Make quality of life a key organizing element of the community vision 

 Ensure that development proposals promote that vision 

 Meet the needs of landowners, business interests, and the community 

 Use education, incentives, and voluntary initiatives, not just regulations 

 Assess the impacts of land use policies 
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E. How to Use the Plan 

 

The 2030 Archer Lodge Comprehensive Land Use Plan has a broad scope, visions of the 

Town’s planning area over the next 10 – 20 years involving a range of subjects from future 

land use development patterns, workforce development, economic development, 

community development, infrastructure, and environmental resources. This plan will aid 

the general public, town citizens, developers,  Archer Lodge Town Council, and citizen 

boards as to how the Town would like to see itself in the next 10 – 20 years. This plan 

begins with a vision and proceeds to the development of a hierarchy of means and ends.  

 

The hierarchy includes: 

 

 Goals further define the broad statements or desires in the vision; 

 

 Objectives are more specified initiatives in support of the goals; 

 

 Action Items are statements, actions, or courses of action adopted to achieve the 

objectives; 

 

 Partners state responsible parties that will act together accomplishing the policies 

 

 Time Frames set forth time limitations 

  

Ongoing: Continuous activity  

Short term: Within 1 year 

Medium term: Within 1-5 years  

Long term: Over 5 years to 20 years 

 

Finally, other useful data in the plan includes history, demographic, environmental 

resources, tables and maps.  
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Chapter II:  Who We Are 

 

A. Archer Lodge Community Profile 

 

1. Planning Area History 

 

Located twenty miles and a half-hour from Raleigh, Archer Lodge is tucked into 

what used to be a quiet corner of Johnston County, in Wilders Township and between the 

towns of Clayton and Wendell. Rapid growth south and east of Raleigh and the Research 

Triangle Park has not left Archer Lodge untouched. While no major highway runs through 

Archer Lodge, an abundance of connectors to newly built major thoroughfares has made 

this quite agricultural community a destination for those seeking solace from the hustle 

and bustle. Population within the area has essentially doubled over the past decade. 

  

This rapid growth has not had an overwhelmingly negative impact on the Archer 

Lodge community. In fact, rather than reject these recent immigrants, residents who can 

trace their family roots in the area over two centuries choose to embrace newcomers with 

the same welcoming spirit of openness and hospitality that has always existed in Archer 

Lodge. 

  

However, the growth has resulted in a renewed interest in taking the appropriate 

actions to ensure that the unique nature of the community is not lost. The continued 

growth that is expected in Archer Lodge demands comprehensive long-term planning and 

growth management by those who have a personal stake and have shown a willingness to 

invest in the future of Archer Lodge – its own citizens.  

 

Archer Lodge’s agricultural and suburban lifestyles blend nicely into a “sub-rural” 

community that combines the experiences of citizens boasting deeply rooted Archer Lodge 
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Heritage with those who bring the life experiences and traditions from a host of other 

communities.  

 

Mild-mannered, forgiving to a fault, and welcoming the recent influx of new 

residents, it takes a lot to get under the skin of life-long Archer Lodge natives. But if you 

want to make their skin crawl, just try calling their home “Archer’s Lodge.” Chances are 

your mistake will go uncorrected, but your ignorance will be quietly taken note of. 

 

To prevent committing this faux pas, it is worthwhile to understand the history of the 

community. The proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 

of North Carolina for the years 1851-1856 record the establishment of a Masonic Lodge, 

Archer No. 157, at what was then called Creachville, North Carolina on December 6, 1854. 

 

Though many have speculated over the years, no solid evidence has ever been 

found which identifies the “Archer” for which the Lodge was named. The lodge building 

constructed of stone (partially) and located at the “intersection of Wilson-to -Raleigh and 

Fayetteville-to-Louisburg Roads.” Today this is considered the main intersection at Archer 

Lodge and is the present site of C. E. (Charles) Barnes Grocery, a modern-day institution 

in the community. Colonel Samuel P. Horton was the first Master of Archer Masonic 

Lodge. Little history, written or otherwise, exists about Horton, but he was a force in the 

community. At the time of the establishment of Archer Lodge, he was already serving as 

the Postmaster of Creachville, a position he held from its likely establishment on May 1, 

1851 until W. T. Robertson was appointed in 1858. At the end of the Civil War in 1865, 

Creachville and Archer Lodge No. 157 stood more or less in the path of Gen. William T. 

Sherman’s forces between the Battle of Bentonville and the Union Army’s eventual 

occupation of Raleigh. The Lodge building was razed and the charter destroyed by Union 

forces during this time. A duplicate charter was issued to the Lodge after the war, but a 

clerical error resulted in a miss-numeration of the Lodge and it was granted the 

designation Archer Lodge No. 165. Though the meeting place of the lodge was moved to 

nearby Corinth-Holders community in the 1960s, it still carries the original name. The 
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annual New Year’s Day breakfast kicks off the community’s year, while the T-ball league 

helps Archer Lodge cling to a cherished “diamond” tradition.  

 

The biggest tradition for Archer Lodge, however, is the annual Family Fun Day on 

July 4. The fireworks are the crowning jewel, of course. Put on by the Archer Lodge Fire 

Department, the display annually rivals that of any municipality in the state, including 

Raleigh. But getting to the fireworks is equally as fun. Never letting it be said that a 

community cannot laugh at itself, the day begins with a Fourth of July parade that features 

tractors, souped-up cars and pickup trucks, bicycles and, what else but the locally-

renowned “lawn chair drill team.” 

Contributed by J. Kessler Eason & R. Carlton Vinson 

 

 

2. Regional and Planning Area Profile 

 

The regional and planning area profile looks at selected population, housing, and 

economic trends in Archer Lodge and the surrounding region.  Archer Lodge is the 4th 

largest town in Johnston County. Archer Lodge is located within the Research Triangle 

Economic Development region designated by the State. Major urban centers in the region 

are Raleigh, Durham, Cary, Wilson and Goldsboro which are each within 40 miles of 

Archer Lodge. 

 

The development of a Comprehensive Land Use Plan first requires that analysis of 

certain key growth factors be performed. The intent of the analysis is to ensure that 

policies contained in the Plan address current problems, trends, and issues facing the 

planning area. The key growth factors included for analysis are discussed in several 

subject areas within the Comprehensive Land Use Plan. Collectively, these key growth 

factors summarize past and present conditions, while providing the essential yardsticks for 

estimating future conditions in the planning area. 
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3. Population Characteristics and Trends 

 

Population Growth 

 

The Town of Archer Lodge was incorporated in 2009 therefore data is limited for 

population projections.  Located in the Wilders Township of Johnston County, 

demographic data for the township is more available to see population growth. Archer 

Lodge comprises approximately 10.24 square miles of Wilders Township’s 60.1 square 

miles. (17%) 
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Figure 2.1: Wilders Township Population (1970-2010) 
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Source: US Census Bureau - 2010 

 

The 2013 Town of Archer Lodge population is estimated to be 4,516 according to 

the 2010 Census and 2013 Census Population Estimates covering a land area of 

approximately 10.24 square miles, this translates to approximately 428 people per square 

miles. 
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Population Projections 

 

In order to provide an estimate of the future population of the planning area, it is 

necessary to compare the population of the Town of Archer Lodge to the total population 

of Johnston County in 2010 and 2011 and determine the approximate percentage of the 

total population the Town comprises. This percentage remained fairly steady throughout 

the period, averaging to 3% over the entire period 

 

Table 2.1: Town of Archer Lodge to Johnston County Population Comparison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: U S Census- 2010 

 

It is difficult to project the population of any planning area due to the unpredictability 

of the current economy and its recovery from the downturn in 2007. However, two (2) 

projection methods will be utilized, taking into account the percentages derived from the 

individual percentage and population increases between time periods from 2010 to 2013.  

 

Year Town of  

Archer 

Lodge 

Population 

Johnston 

County 

Population 

Archer Lodge 

Pop. As 

percentage 

of Johnston 

County 

2010 4,292 168,878 2.5% 

2011 4,378 172,747 2.5% 

2012 4,453 174,801 2.6% 

2013 4,516 177,967 2.5% 
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The first projection, utilizing the constant share method, assumes that the Town’s 

population will remain a constant percentage of the County’s overall population. The base 

percentage of this estimate was derived from dividing the 2011 population of the Town of 

Archer Lodge by the 2011 population of Johnston County. (2.5%) 
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The second projection was made utilizing the geometric projection method. This 

projection method is based on previous percentage increases in population from prior 

censuses. The base percentage increase for this projection was derived by adding the 

percentage increases or decreases together for each census between 2010 and 2013 and 

dividing the resulting by 4 (the number of data points). The resulting number was then 

used to estimate the 2020 and 2030 populations. (2.5%) 

 

Table 2.2: Town of Archer Lodge Population Projections (2020-2030) 

 

Year Constant Share Projection Geometric Projection 

2011 (Actual) 4,393 4,393 

2020 5,381 5,486 

2030 6,726 7,023 

Growth Total 2,333 2.630 

 

Source: US Census Bureau – 2010 

 

These estimates are merely projections, based on past trends, and vary due to 

dependent factors. The Constant Share Projection method is based on the growth of the 

County, which is expected to continue its trend of large population increases, due in part to 

the continual growth of the Raleigh-Durham metropolitan area. If the Town of Archer 

Lodge continues to retain its 2.5% average percentage of Johnston County’s total 

population, it is probable that the Town will see a significant population increase, in excess 

of 2,630 people, in the next 20 years. These methods are based entirely on past trends in 

the Town of Archer Lodge population growth, measured in percentages and actual number 

of people. In reality, the actual population of the Town of Archer Lodge may vary from 

these projections based on numerous dependent factors such as voluntary annexation, job 

creation or loss, and development policy decisions. 
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4. Socio-Economic Characteristics and Trends 

 

Diversity 

 

Figures from the 2010 United States Census show that the vast majority of citizens 

(97.9%) in the Town of Archer Lodge reported origins in only one race; the majority of 

these citizens (76%) are Caucasian (White). Regarding citizens of other races, the 

majority (8.8%) are African American. The percentages of citizens of American Indian, 

Asian, or other ancestry were all under 1%. People of Hispanic or Latino origin are 

reported in these numbers as well and total 5% of the population. 

 

Table 2.3: Town of Archer Lodge Population by Race 

 

Race 

Percentage of Total 

Population 

Caucasian (White) 76% 

African American 8.8% 

Hispanic or Latino  5% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 0.6% 

Asian 0.3 

Some Other Race 7.2 

Two or More Races 2.1 

 

Source: US Census Bureau - 2010 
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Age Groups 

 

Archer Lodge’s population is spread out fairly proportionately among the different 

age groups. Those age groups with the largest percentages are the 35-44 and 45-54 

ranges, typical prime working age. 

 

Median age is defined by the United States Census Bureau as the measure that 

divides the age distribution into two equal parts: one-half of the cases falling below the 

median value and one-half of the cases falling above the median value. As of the 2010 

Census, the median age in the Town of Archer Lodge was 36.5 years. 

 

Table 2.4: Town of Archer Lodge Population by Age 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: US Census Bureau – 2010 

Age Population Percentage of Total Population 

< 5 369 8.6 

5 - 9 412 9.6 

10 - 14 342 8 

15 - 19 296 6.9 

20 - 24 155 3.6 

25 - 34 632 14.8 

35 - 44 815 20 

45 - 54 657 15.4 

55 - 59 212 4.9 

60 - 64 169 3.9 

65 - 74 150 3.5 

75 - 84 70 1.6 

> 85 13 0.3 
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5. Health and Wellness Status 

 

Johnston County Public Health Department developed and published the Johnston 

County Community Health Assessment 2006-2010 and following are some pertinent facts 

gained from the assessment. The entire document can be found on the World Wide Web 

at: http://www.johnstonnc.com/files/health/2010_CHA.pdf   

 

There are 791.85 square miles of land area in the County's 506,377 acres. 

Johnston County is ranked 3rd in the number of farms based on the 2007 Census of 

Agriculture. However the number of farmers in the county is steadily declining from 1,700 

in 2000 to 1,245 in 2007. Farmland in the County is primarily devoted to crops. 

 

 

 

http://www.johnstonnc.com/files/health/2010_CHA.pdf
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In 2009, Johnston County ranked in the State’s top ten counties for the following 

crops: vegetables, fruits, nuts, berries, oats, soybeans, sweet potatoes and tobacco. 

Johnston County is number two in the state for the production of flue-cured tobacco and 

competes with Sampson County for top state production of tobacco. The Johnston County 

rankings for agriculture in 2009 are: second in cash receipts in vegetables, fruits, nuts and 

berries, second in flue-cured tobacco, fourth in sweet potato production, eighth in soybean 

production, eighth for total cash receipts in the state, ninth in cash receipts in Greenhouse 

and nursery. (See chart below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009 Johnston County Agricultural Rankings 

 

#2 Tobacco Production 

 

#2 All Vegetables/Fruits Cash Receipts 

 

#3 All Crops Cash Receipts 

 

#4 Sweet Potato Production 

 

#8 Soybean Production 

 

#8 Total Farm Cash Receipts 

 

#9 Greenhouse and Nursery Cash Receipts 
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Mortality - Leading causes of death 

 

2005 – 2009 Age Adjusted Death Rate/Ranking 

Diseases NC 

Rate 

NC 

Ranking 

Johnston 

County 

Rate 

Johnston 

County 

Ranking 

Heart Disease 191.7 1st 264.7 1st 

Cancer 185.6 2nd 186.9 2nd 

Cerebrovascular Disease 50.5 3rd 46.9 4th 

Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease 47.0 4th 48.2 3rd 

Accidents 28.6 5th 30.8 5th  

Alzheimer Disease 28.3 6th 22.7 8th  

Diabetes 23.6 7th 24.1 6th  

Pneumonia & Influenza 19.4 8th 18.4 10th  

Kidney Disease 18.7 9th 21.2 9th  

Motor Vehicle Injuries 17.6 10th  23.3 7th  

Septicemia 13.8 11th 14.5 11th  

Suicide 12.0 12th 10.5 12th  

Liver Disease 9.1 13th 7.9 13th  

Homicide 7.0 14th 4.6 14th  

Acquired Immune Deficiency 

Syndrome (AIDS) 

4.2 15th 3.7 15th 

 

In 2009, there were 1,168 deaths in Johnston County. The five-year adjusted rate is 

888.3 versus 832.7 for the state, meaning Johnstonians are at a slightly higher risk for 

dying compared to North Carolinians. Death rates for minorities, males, (especially 

minority males) and the elderly over 65 are substantially high. A comparison of Johnston 

County’s mortality rate to North Carolina with regard to specific age groups indicates that 

all of the following rates are higher in Johnston County than in the State: 
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0 – 19 year olds for motor vehicle injuries;  

20 – 39 year olds for motor vehicle injuries;  

40-64 year olds for heart disease;  

65-84 years old total deaths;  

85 years and over for heart disease, diabetes, pneumonia and influenza 
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Heart Disease Rates 

 

High Cholesterol 

According to the 2009 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), 77.5% 

of Johnstonians had blood cholesterol checked and 70.8% had blood cholesterol 

screening in the past year. Of those surveyed, 40.7% had been told by a medical 

professional that their blood cholesterol is high. 

 

High Blood Pressure 

Approximately 30% of Johnstonians have high blood pressure. Of those, 72% are 

taking blood pressure medications. 

 

Chronic Disease 

 

Diabetes 

BRFSS results for 2009: 

 § 11.4% have been told they have diabetes. 

 § 54.2% have not been to a diabetes self-management class. 

 § 29.5% of those surveyed are taking insulin. 

 

Asthma 

BRFSS results for 2009: 

 § 15.7% of Johnstonians surveyed have been told they have asthma. 

 § 12.2% still have asthma 

 

In 2009, there were 219 (130.2 rate per 100,000) hospital discharges with a primary 

diagnosis of asthma in Johnston County. 64 (176.9 rate per 100,000) of the hospital 

discharges where children ages 0-14. 
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Health Care 

 

In 2009, Johnston County had approximately 128 medical physicians and 32 

dentists. The need for medical providers is evident by the County Health Rankings report 

from 2009 in which Johnston County is ranked 96th of 100 North Carolina counties in 

access to care. 

 

Year Healthcare Providers 

 

 

2009 Number of Physicians  128 

2009 Physicians per 10,000 

population  

7.6 

2009 RNs per 10,000 population 40.1 

2009 Dentists per 10,000 population  1.9 

2009 Pharmacist per 10,000 

population  

6.2 

 

Special At-Risk Population 

 

Johnston County’s seasonal and migrant workers population for 2009 was 

estimated to be 2,000. In addition, many workers bring their families, young and old, who 

require medical services. The demand to provide health care for these special populations 

continues to increase. The Johnston County Health Department has increased its bilingual 

staff from 5% in 2004 to 20% in 2009 to accommodate the health care language barriers. 

The Federally Qualified Health Center, CommWell Health, formerly Tri-County Health 

Center, provides medical, dental, and behavioral health services at the Newton Grove site 

in Sampson County. Benson Area Medical Center provides safety net services through the 

Federal Farm Workers Program. 
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Barriers to Access to Healthcare 

 

There are multiple barriers to access to healthcare. These include affordable 

insurance coverage, no insurance, unemployment, language barriers, transportation, and 

limited number of providers accepting new patients. The 2009 MATCH Data ranks 

Johnston County 96TH of 100 counties in North Carolina in Clinical Care, which includes 

access to care and quality of care. One of the Johnston County initiatives addressing 

access to care for adults is Project Access. The Johnston County Health Department also 

has a Primary Care Clinic serving the underserved in the county. 

 

Project Access of Johnston County 

 

Project Access was initiated in 2007 by a group of concerned citizens under the 

leadership of Charles E. Williams, MD. The initiative provides health care to the uninsured 

and low income residents of Johnston County. A grant from Kate B. Reynolds Charitable 

Trust in Winston-Salem, NC and supported by Johnston Health Hospital provides the 

financial support for the program. The project is also supported by local physicians 

accepting clients into their practice and providing free care. The Johnston Health Hospital 

accepts these clients for free lab work and x-rays. Entrance into the program is based on 

175% of the Federal Poverty Level and proof of income is required. All clients must be 

uninsured. 

 

The number of physicians, including specialists, providing care through Project 

Access in 2009 was forty four. In 2009, 185 clients were provided with care through this 

initiative. Women are provided physicals and mammograms through state and private 

grants offered at the Johnston County Public Health Department. 

 

A clinic for the clients on a waiting list is held at the Johnston County Health 

Department. Physicians/Nurses/Health Educators and other volunteers from the 
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community volunteer their time. Community volunteers include private physicians and their 

staff, hospital personnel, Health Department personnel and church volunteers. 
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Johnston County Health Department Primary Care Clinic 

 

The Johnston County Health Department Primary Care Clinic is staffed by a 

physician and a physician extender with multiple support staff. The clinic serves as a 

medical home for many uninsured patients and accepts Medicare, Medicaid, and some 

private insurance. The clinic uses patient medication assistance programs to assist clients 

with medications and grant programs to provide annual screenings for women. From 2008 

– 09, there were 2,300 unduplicated patients with a total of 5,072 encounters. 

 

6. Incorporating Healthy Living into this Comprehensive Land Use 

Plan 

 

Health considerations have been incorporated into the Action Plan of this 

Comprehensive Lane Use Plan, including active living; healthy foods; environmental 

exposures; health, human, and public services and social cohesion. 

  

Active living is a way of life that integrates physical activity into daily activities. It 

gives residents the opportunity to be physically active while carrying out normal daily 

activities such as walking to the grocery store, school or work, as well as playing in their 

neighborhood or at the local park.  

 

Healthy foods include fruits, vegetables, whole grains, low-fat dairy and lean meats. 

A healthy, sustainable food system, which considers how food is produced, transformed, 

distributed, marketed, consumed and disposed, is a major contributor to accessing healthy 

foods. A community with a healthy, sustainable food system, particularly access to 

affordable, culturally relevant and healthy foods, provides numerous benefits for its 

residents, 

 

Environmental exposures relate to the overall environmental health of the 

community and can be linked to different elements. Environmental exposures occur when 
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people, animals and the physical environment (e.g., water, land, air) come into contact 

with substances that may be hazardous. Hazardous substances are both natural and man-

made toxins that have the potential to be very harmful to human health. A community that 

works to reduce these hazardous substances will help to reduce their harmful effects to all 

residents. 

 

Health, human, and public services refer to a variety of services to meet the basic 

health and wellbeing needs of community residents. These services are especially 

important for those who are least able to help themselves, such as the older adult 

population and persons with disabilities. A community that provides essential human 

services, especially for those who are least able to help themselves, addresses the health 

needs of all its residents. 

 

Active living, healthy eating and environmental exposures all correlate with the 

prevalence of chronic diseases such as diabetes and heart disease. Providing increased 

access to fresh fruits and vegetables at local farmers market and having locations to 

participate in physical activity assist with making healthy living easier.   

 

7. Housing Characteristics and Trends 

 

Homeownership 

 

When compared with Johnston County as a whole and the State of North Carolina, 

the Town of Archer Lodge has a higher percentage of owner occupied housing units and a 

higher median home value, illustrating a high standard of living in the area.  

 

Table 2.5: Homeownership Rates and Housing Values Comparison 

 

Jurisdiction % of Owner Occupied Units Median Home Value 
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Town of Archer Lodge 86.7 152,800 

Johnston County 72.8 138,800 

State of NC 67.8 152.7 

 

Source: US Census Bureau - 2010 
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A closer look at home values in the Town of Archer Lodge show the majority 

(24.7%) fall within the $150,000 - 199,999 range, a standard home cost for middle-income 

families. However, there are also significant percentages (21% and 20.9%) of homes in 

the $100,000-$149,000 and $200,000-$299,999 ranges. 

 

Table 2.6: Town of Archer Lodge Housing Values 

House Value Number of Structures % of Total Structures 

Less than $50,000 207 17.2 

$ 50,000 - $ 99,999 120 10 

$ 100,000 - $ 149,000 253 21 

$ 150,000 - $ 199,999 297 24.7 

$ 200,000 - $ 299,999 251 20.9 

$ 300,000 - $ 499,999 37 3.1 

$ 500,000 - $ 999,999 37 3.1 

$ 1,000,000 or more 0 0 

 

*Value calculated for owner-occupied structures only 

Source: US Census Bureau - 2010 

 

 

Housing Stock 

 

Although there are some historical homes in the Town of Archer Lodge, less than 

one-twentieth (4.9%) of home structures in the Town are over 50 years old. Housing 

construction began to increase in the 1990’s when many of the area’s subdivisions were 

platted. A high of 41.7% of the Town’s total structures were built during the 1990’s, as 

subdivisions began to proliferate throughout the area, and are characterized by smaller lot 

sizes. This type of development largely replaced the traditional housing pattern of homes 

on large lots with significant spacing from adjacent neighbors. 
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Table 2.7: Town of Archer Lodge Housing Structures by Age 

 

Year Built Number of Structures 

% of Total Structures 

Built 

2005 or later 174 12.2 

2000 - 2004 304 21.2 

1990 - 1999 597 41.7 

1980 - 1989 162 11.3 

1970 - 1979 124 8.7 

1960 - 1969 0 0 

1950 - 1959 12 0.8 

1940 - 1949 58 4.1 

1939 or earlier 0 0 

 

Source: US Census Bureau - 2010 
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The majority of the Town of Archer Lodge’s housing structures (67%) are single family 

units, followed by a large percentage (33%) of manufactured homes. The Town of Archer 

Lodge currently does not have any multi-family housing (0.0%). 

 

Table 2.8: Town of Archer Lodge Housing Units by Type 

 

Housing Type Number of Structures 

% of Total Structures 

Built 

Single Family 959 67 

Multi-Family 0 0 

Manufactured Housing 472 33 

Source: US Census Bureau - 2010 

 

8. Economy Conditions and Employment 

 

Income 

 

Household Income 

 

Household income calculations include the income of the main householder and all 

other individuals aged 15 years and older in the household. When analyzing the 

distribution of household income in the Town of Archer Lodge, most households fall into 

the $50,000 to $74,999 range (18.4%), followed closely by the $25,000 to $34,999 range 

(18.2%) and $100,000 to $149,000 (15.1%) and $75,000 to $99,999 (15%). 

 

Median household income divides the income distribution into two parts: one-half of 

the cases falling below the median and one-half of the case falling above the median. For 

households, the median income is based on the distribution of the total number of 
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households, including those with no income. The median household income is $66,187 

per year in the Town of Archer Lodge. 
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Table 2.9: Town of Archer Lodge Household Income by Range 

 

Source: US Census Bureau 2010 

 

Per Capita Income 

 

Per capita income is the mean income for every man, woman, and child in a 

particular group. It is derived by dividing the total income of a particular group by the total 

population in that group. As compared to Johnston County as a whole and the State of 

North Carolina, the Town of Archer Lodge is within range of the per capita income in 

Johnston County, slightly exceeding the county average of $22,731. Both Town of Archer 

Lodge and Johnston County have a lower per capita income than the State of North 

Carolina average. 

 

Table 2.10: Per Capita Income Comparison 

 

Income Range 

Number of 

People % of Total Population 

< $ 10,000 93 6.7 

$ 10,000 - $ 14,999 53 3.8 

$15,000 - $ 24,999 118 8.5 

$ 25,000 - $ 34,999 252 18.2 

$ 35,000 - $ 49,000 80 5.8 

$ 50,000 - $ 74,999 255 18.4 

$ 75,000 - $ 99,999 208 15 

$ 100,000- $ 149,999 209 15.1 

$ 150,000- $ 199,999 39 2.8 

$ 200,000 or more 80 5.8 
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Jurisdiction 

Median 

Household 

Income 

Mean Household 

Income 

Per 

Capita 

Income 

Town of Archer 

Lodge $61,125  $71,651 $25,039 

Johnston County $49,888 $60,693 $22,731 

State of NC $46,291 $63,298 $25,256 

      Source: US Census Bureau - 2010 

 

 

Poverty Rates 

 

Individual poverty rates in the Town of Archer Lodge are lower than the rates for 

Johnston County and the State of North Carolina. However, the percentage of families 

living in poverty in the Town of Archer Lodge is slightly higher than the County rate, but 

equal to the State rate. 

 

Table 2.11: Poverty Level Comparison 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: US Census Bureau - 2010 

 

Education 

 

Jurisdiction 

% of Individuals 

under Poverty 

Level 

% Families under 

Poverty Level 

Town of Archer Lodge 10.1 11.8 

Johnston County 15.2 11.6 

State of NC 16.1 11.8 
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Among citizens that are 25 years old and older, the Town of Archer Lodge is slightly 

above the Johnston County and State of North Carolina averages for residents without a 

high school diploma. For the same demographics, the Town of Archer Lodge percentage 

of citizens who are high school graduates is essentially equal to Johnson County’s, and 

slightly above the State of North Carolina average. The Town of Archer Lodge falls slightly 

below County and State averages for residents with a college degree of any level 

(Associates, Bachelors, Graduate, and Doctorate). 

 

Table 2.12: Educational Attainment Comparison 

Jurisdiction 
% Without High 

School Diploma 

% High 

School 

Graduate 

% With 

Some 

College 

% With 

College 

Degree 

Town of Archer 

Lodge 19.4 29.1 23.4 17.5 

Johnston County 17.7 29.6 22.3 19.8 

State of NC 15.9 27.7 21.4 26.5 

 

Source: US Census Bureau - 2010 
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Employment 

 

The majority of the Town of Archer Lodge’s citizens in the workforce (32.9%) are 

employed in management, business, science and art occupations, likely due to the Town’s 

proximity to local municipalities and to Research Triangle Park, a regional center for 

research in North Carolina. Similarly related to this regional center of commerce, another 

large percentage (20.0%) of Archer Lodge citizens is employed in the sales and office 

sector. 

 

Table 2.13: Town of Archer Lodge Employment by Sector 

 

Occupation 

Number of 

People % of Total Population 

Management, business, science, 

and arts 683 32.9% 

Service  274 13.2% 

Sales and office  415 20% 

Natural resources, construction, 

and maintenance 367 17.7% 

Production, transportation, and 

material moving  338 16.3% 

        

 Source: US Census Bureau - 2010 
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Unemployment 

 

Unemployment figures are not generated for the Town of Archer Lodge or the 

Archer Lodge area so data must be inferred from the figures for Johnston County. For the 

last 10 years, unemployment rates in the County have fluctuated between as low as 4.2% 

and as high as 10.1%. From 2006, the unemployment rate steadily increased until it 

reached a high of 10.1% in 2010. The mean value for the years 2003-2011 is 6.4%. The 

most recent data, from January 2010, showed the highest unemployment in the County, 

10.1%. 

 

Table 2.14: Unemployment Rate in Johnston County, 2003-2011 

 

Year Unemployment Rate (Annual Average) 

2011 9.6 

2010 10.1 

2009 9.8 

2008 5.8 

2007 4.2 

2006 3.9 

2005 4.5 

2004 4.5 

2003 5.4 

Mean 6.4 

   Source: North Carolina Employment Security Commission 
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Figure 2.2: Unemployment in Johnston County, 2003-2010 

 

 

 

 

Source: North Carolina Employment Security Commission 
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Commuting Patterns 

 

Many of the citizens in the Archer Lodge area work in the Raleigh-Durham 

metropolitan region, which is less than 25 miles from the Town. Regardless of where they 

work, the majority of citizens in the workforce in the Town of Archer Lodge (73.5%) drive 

their personal car to work. A significant number of these workers (20.7%) carpool with 

coworkers and neighbors. As there is no public transportation service that extends to the 

Archer Lodge area and most of the citizens’ workplaces are not within walking distance, 

these are not viable options of transportation. The Town of Archer Lodge’s citizens in the 

workforce working at home are 5.1%. 

 

Table 2.15: Town of Archer Lodge Method of Transportation 

 

 

Transportation Method % of All Workers 

Drive Alone 73.5% 

Carpool 20.7% 

Public Transportation 0.8% 

Walk 0.0% 

Work at Home 5.1% 

Other Means 0.0% 

 

Source: US Census Bureau – 2010 
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B. Community Values 

 

1. Public Workshop Summary 

 

A public workshop was held on August 13, 2013 at the Community Center and 48 

participants attended. The participants worked through two exercises; one they were 

asked to give their visual preference opinion of photograph slides of community 

development patterns, public space, signage, building design and landscaping. Secondly, 

the participants formed small workgroups and answered three questions: 

 

 What do you like most about living in Archer Lodge? 

 

 What do you feel should be preserved in Archer Lodge? 

 

 In the next 20 years, what would Archer Lodge look like if it developed in the best 

possible way? 
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In summary, the participants’ responses to the photograph slides were positive for 

all slides pertaining to anything residential/open space and all negative for slides 

pertaining to commercial development. Results of the small workgroups answers to the 

three questions were: 

 

 What do you like most about living in Archer Lodge? 

 

o Small ,rural, country farming community 

o Peaceful, quiet, family friendly atmosphere 

o Open, non-commercial, not developed, open farmland 

 

 What do you feel should be preserved in Archer Lodge? 

  

o Farms, rural  country setting 

o Small town feel and atmosphere and community flavor and interaction 

o Community center based fellowship, Archer Lodge triangle with church and 

Community Center 

o Keep Archer Lodge the same and preserve individual property rights 
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 In the next 20 years, what would Archer Lodge look like if it developed in the best 

possible way? 

 

o Very similar to the way it looks today, rural farmland with limited businesses 

o Quality smart growth, complete streets subdivisions with adequate 

infrastructure 

o More parks, recreation and amenities for whole community 
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2. Community Survey Summary Report   

 

 

This section summarizes the results of the community survey conducted during 

August and September 2013. The survey was designed to gather public opinion regarding; 

preferences, issues, and concerns about Archer Lodge and its future, as well as 

demographic information on the respondents.   

 

The following results are based on the answers from the 320 (7.5%) respondents to 

the survey. The survey consisted of 15 preference questions concerning; Archer Lodge, 

services, town development, community, historic preservation, development patterns, 

education and economy. There were four open-ended questions about living in Archer 

Lodge and issues and concerns facing the Town, and five demographic questions. The 

summary of these results are:  

 

• Ninety-four percent of respondents live in Town and 82% have lived in Archer 

Lodge for over 5 years. Fifty-nine percent moved to Archer Lodge from within NC, 

12% from north of NC and 9.5% from south of NC. The largest percentage of 

respondents work in Wake and Durham Counties followed by Johnston County 

employees and retirees.  

• The local newspaper is the largest source for information followed by the internet. 

• Respondents prefer the rate of Town growth to increase slightly or stay the same. 

• Historic buildings and properties should be protected, rebuilt and / or restored.  

• Respondents like living in Archer Lodge because of the small town atmosphere, 

being close to metropolitan areas and the Town’s recreational events. 

• The things respondents would like to see stay the same are a small peaceful town 

with residential growth, limited commercial growth and a small business area 

located around C.E. Barnes Store. 
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• Issues and concerns center on keeping a small peaceful town, providing more 

services, encouraging limited business development and keeping taxes low. 
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• Actions to improve the future of Archer Lodge 

– Very Important 

• Protect Environmental Resources 

• Support local food production 

• Have community events 

• Limit exposure to second hand smoke 

– Not Important 

• Attract manufacturing and high tech industry 

• Attract commercial and retail on major streets 

• Encourage development of central business district 

 

• Encouraged over the next 15 – 20 years 

– Strongly encourage 

• Open space, walking and bike trails 

• Single family homes 

• Public recreational facilities 

– Strongly discourage 

• Manufacturing and high tech industry 

• Walmart Express and Dollar General type stores 

• Single-wide manufactured homes 

• Apartment complexes 

 

• Rating Archer Lodge 

– Good 

• Condition of housing and community appearance 

• Quality of neighborhoods 

• Recreational  opportunities 

– Poor  

• Job opportunities 

• Access to retail shopping 
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• Services for elderly 

 

 

 

 
 

 



2030 Archer Lodge Comprehensive Land Use Plan           

 

54 

Chapter III:  Where do we want to be? 

 

A. Community Vision and Mission Statements 

 

The first step in identifying what Archer Lodge would like to look like and be today 

and in the future is to create a community Vision Statement and Mission Statement.  The 

Vision Statement articulates the type of community the Town is striving to become, the 

ideal destination.  This Vision Statement builds on the community assets that were 

identified in the community survey and public workshop and looks to improve upon those 

areas that were identified as community challenges or weaknesses.   

 

 The next component is the Mission Statement. The Mission Statement defines the 

route required to arrive at the destination expressed in the Vision Statement. The Town’s 

core values are expressed in both statements, creating a formula to fulfill those values.  

 

 

Vision Statement 

“Today and into the future the Town of Archer Lodge, will be a peaceful, 

family oriented, active community that looks to retain our small-town, 

agricultural character, meeting the needs of our current and future residents and 

businesses.”   

 

Mission Statement 

“The Town of Archer Lodge is a community that honors and embraces its rich 

cultural heritage and past, pursues healthy living in the present and looks for 

opportunities of molding future growth into the town’s core values. Archer Lodge 

is home to many natural resources and open-agricultural land. With an eye 

toward planning future growth the Town will protect these resources.” 
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B. Elements of the Plan 

 

The assessment of existing conditions includes an overview of Archer Lodge as it 

exists today.  This assessment, along with the public input, helps shape the long-term 

goals and objectives of the Town with respect to the following: 

  

 Community Development 

 Workforce Development 

 Infrastructure 

 Economic Development 

 Environmental Resources 

 Land Uses 

 

The existing condition assessment helps identify assets upon which the Town 

should grow and build, as well as identifies problem areas to address through the 

implementation of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  This assessment also creates a 

long-term planning strategy that coordinates the land use, infrastructure, and 

environmental goals of the community. 
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Chapter IV: Plan Elements 

 

A. Community Development  

 

1. Existing Conditions 

 

Archer Lodge is an incorporated town (as of referendum vote on November, 3, 

2009) located in Johnston County, North Carolina. The center of the community is 

located at the intersection of Buffalo Road and Covered Bridge Road about seven miles 

south of Wendell and six miles northeast of Clayton 

 

Archer Lodge is located just east of Raleigh and is the fourth largest town in 

Johnston County. 
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In early 2007, the process of incorporating the community of Archer Lodge was 

started. Three public meetings were held, and a petition was circulated. In August 2009, 

a bill to create the Town of Archer Lodge passed both the NC House and Senate. On 

November 3, 2009 a referendum vote was held. The referendum passed by a vote of 

429 for and 318 against. 

 

The Town of Archer Lodge is a small town in northwestern Johnston County in 

the State of North Carolina. The Archer Lodge community has been in existence for 

over 150 years. Additional information detailing the history of the community may be 

referenced in Chapter II; the Archer Lodge Community Profile. 

 

The most significant landmark in the community is C.E. Barnes Store. This store 

has been in operation since 1927. The old Masonic Lodge used to be located right next 

door. The building that used to be the boarding house for the teachers at Archer Lodge 

School still stands next to the ball park and is being used as a private residence. White 

Oak Baptist Church stands at the heart of the community. The church used to be known 

as the Archer Lodge Missionary Baptist Church, but changed its name when it moved to 

its current location under a stand of white oak trees. 
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From extensive farmland to comfortable residential homes, from bountiful forest 

lands to bountiful recreational opportunities, from reasonable to extravagant Archer 

Lodge has it all within easy commute to shopping centers and businesses. The area’s 

housing offers large parcels and new construction.  

The Town currently addresses various components of community development 

such as spatial information, zoning and land use data, transportation, commercial 

interests and housing options. In addition, public nuisance enforcement and ordinance 

education is an important role for the Town. The Town also studies and keeps track of 

community development indicators, forecasts future community needs, and plans 

accordingly to guarantee the quality of life for the Town residents. Town ordinances help 

maintain the Town’s quality of life by defining zoning boundaries, subdivision 

requirements, flood zones, soils mapping, census data, street data, and utility 

infrastructure . 

2. Goal:   

 

Archer Lodge will strive to maintain a peaceful, family oriented active community.  

 

B. Workforce Development 

 

1. Existing Conditions 

 

Johnston Community College is located at 135 Best Wood Drive 

Clayton, NC (phone number (919) 209-2591). The College offers The Workforce 

Development Center (WDC) located on Best Wood Drive in Clayton just 9 miles from 

Archer Lodge. The Center is a 30,000 square foot state-of-the-art educational and 

technical skills training center with a focus on life sciences programming, business 

training, and workforce development in biotechnology and other sciences.  The WDC is 

a collaborative effort between Johnston County, Johnston County Public Schools, 
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Johnston County Economic Development and the College, as well as local 

biopharmaceutical industries. 

 

 

 

The Workforce Development Center creates an educational and training center 

that supports local industries by offering learning opportunities from elementary through 

post-secondary in science and biotech, and other areas of economic influence within 

the county.  Currently, the College offers two programs through the WDC: 

   

o Associate in Applied Science in Bioprocess Technology  

o Associate in Science in Biology & Biology Education  

 

2. Goal 

 

Foster job training and business opportunities that meet the needs of the Town’s 

citizens and businesses. 
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C. Infrastructure 

 

1. Existing Conditions 

 

The new Archer Lodge Town Hall sits on approximately 4 acres of property. 

Services provided include a full time Town Clerk and a part-time Planner.  

 

 

 

Planning and zoning services are offered by the Town. For information regarding 

planning and zoning permits, please contact Bob Clark on Wednesdays and Fridays 

from 8:30 am – 5:00 pm at 252-560-3738. 

 

Police protection for the Town is currently provided by the Johnston County 

Sheriff’s Office located at 120 South Third Street Smithfield, NC 27577 
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Emergency #: 911 

Non-emergency #: 919-989-5000 

Business #: 919-989-5010 

  

Fire protection for the Town is currently provided by the Archer Lodge Fire 

Department located at 6483 Covered Bridge Road Clayton, NC 27527 

 

Emergency #: 911 

Non-emergency #: 919-550-4136 

 

The Archer Lodge Fire Department was chartered in 1958. In 1960, land was 

purchased from Charles and Lona Rea Barnes and Station 1 was constructed 

consisting of 2 truck bays, a meeting room, and restroom. The original building remains 

at the site behind C.E. Barnes' store today. Steady growth in the community 

necessitated the construction of Station 2 in 1979. The land was purchased from Alta 

Hinton, and a steel framed building with 4 truck bays, a storage room, restrooms, and a 

meeting room with kitchen was constructed.  

 

          From 1958 to 1995, the Fire Department primarily responded to fire calls and 

automobile accidents. In March of 1996, the Fire Department began assisting Clayton 

EMS and Wendell Rescue with the establishment of a First Responder Program. This 

Program provides basic emergency medical care and treatment to injured or sick 

persons before EMS units arrive. During 2001, the Fire Department responded to 384 

fire and rescue calls, an increase of 112 calls above those responded to in 2000.  

 

          With the increase in homes and population located in the Archer Lodge Fire 

District, new facilities were needed to provide increased fire protection. Fire Station 2 

was disassembled to allow construction of  Station 3 on the same site, which was 

completed in November of 20O1.  
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Water services are primarily provided by private wells. Public water service is 

provided by the Public Utilities Department of Johnston County.  The Johnston County 

Public Utilities Department is located at 309 E. Market Street Smithfield, NC 27577, 

Phone #: 919-989-5075 and Fax #: 919-934-7174 

 

Street lights provide a needed Town service. In late March 2012, Progress 

Energy installed 27 street lights throughout the center of Town.  These lights illuminate 

dark intersections in Town while adding little to the ambient lighting 

 

The Town does not provide trash or recycling pick-up.  Residents can purchase a 

trash decal that allows them to take their trash to any of the Convenience Centers 

located in Johnston County.  Recycling is free to all County residents. Johnston County 

Waste and Recycling is located at 309 E. Market Street Smithfield, NC 27577 Phone #: 

919-989-5075 and Fax #: 919-934-7174 

 

There are recreational facilities within the Archer Lodge Town limits. However, 

the Town does not currently offer any organized recreational or athletic activities.  Still, 

these services are available through the Archer Lodge Community Center.  The 

http://www.co.johnston.nc.us/mainpage.cfm?category_level_id=499
http://www.co.johnston.nc.us/mainpage.cfm?category_level_id=499
http://www.johnstonnc.com/recycling/
http://www.johnstonnc.com/recycling/
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Community Center is a non-profit entity that has been in operation since 1963.  

Additional information on recreational activities offered through the Community Center 

located at 14009 Buffalo Road Clayton, NC 27527 may be obtained by calling 919-550-

1738 or accessing http://archerlodge.org  

 

One of the Town's greatest assets is its proximity to two major highways,  US 64 

and U.S. 70, and to two interstates, I-95 and I-40. However, public transportation is 

limited to Johnston County Area Transportation System (JCATS). 

 

The JCATS offers transportation to all Johnston County residents. In-county 

residents are transported to Health and Human Services Agencies such as the Health 

Department, DSS, Mental Health, and Council on Aging, Johnston County Industries, 

Vocational Rehab, and more. The JCATS also provides necessary trips to the 

pharmacy, grocery store, shopping center and other places for personal needs. 

 

The JCATS business hours are 6:00 a.m. till 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

The seating capacity for the JCATS passenger vehicles is 16-26 seats. A phone call 24 

to 48 hours in advance is recommended to reserve a JCATS ride. In addition, JCATS 

offers an out of County service. This service provides a van that seats 11 and transports 

residents to tertiary medical centers such as Chapel Hill, Wake Medical, Duke and the 

Veteran’s Administration Hospital from 8 a.m. till 5 p.m. on Mondays through Thursdays. 

On Tuesdays only, this service transports residents to Greenville, Goldsboro and 

Wilson. 

 

The JCATS has expanded its services to the general public, for a fee of $2.00 in 

county and $15.00 out of county, one way. These expanded routes operate from 

Smithfield (county seat) to Clayton, Princeton, Selma and Benson. 

 

2. Goal 

 

http://archerlodge.org/
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To offer diverse and continually improving leisure and recreational opportunities 

for citizens of all ages and interests, improve the quality of life of citizens, and promote 

healthy living and a healthy population. 

 

D. Economic Development   

 

1. Existing Conditions 

 

The Johnston County Economic Development Office acts as a facilitator between 

government and the private sector to encourage and promote development 

opportunities within the County. The office is a division of County government and is 

supported in total by County ad valorem taxes. Whatever the needs may be, the 

Johnston County Economic Development Office is prepared to assist in a confident, 

qualified, professional and confidential manner. Resources available include custom 

digitized maps, labor and wage analysis, site selection assistance, and incentive 

packaging. 

 

The Archer Lodge community is one of the fastest growing areas of Johnston 

County. A new middle school, Archer Lodge Middle School, opened in 2007 and the 

new high school, Corinth Holders High School, opened its doors in 2010 just outside of 

the Town limits. 

 

2. Goal 

 

Meet the needs of current and future businesses while maintaining “village” 

characteristics. 
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E. Environmental Resources  

 

This section provides an overview of the environmental conditions in Archer 

Lodge and identifies the location of environmentally sensitive resources. Environmental 

factors such as soil conditions, slopes, watersheds, flood prone areas, and wetlands 

can have significant implications on the relative suitability of a site for development. 

Therefore, it is important to understand the extent and location of sensitive 

environmental features in order to avoid severe environmental impacts and prevent 

hazards to life and property. Information on environmental resources should be used to 

encourage construction activities in areas that are most suitable for development and to 

protect important natural features. Several maps are located in the Exhibits Section to 

illustrate the environmental conditions in and around the Town of Archer Lodge, 

including floodplains, streams, soils, and the Division of Water Quality watershed water 

supply areas.  

 

The information in this section is intended for land use planning, for evaluating 

land use alternatives, and for planning site investigations prior to design and 

construction. The information is not site specific and does not eliminate the need for 

onsite investigation of the soils or for soil testing and analysis. 

 

1. Soils  

 

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Soil Survey for Johnston County is a 

detailed evaluation of the soils in the county, including their drainage and slope 

characteristics, as well as main limitations. Soils subgroups are shown on the Soils Map 

shown below. This map indicates which soils pose the greatest development limitations. 

For the most part, Archer Lodge has fairly flat soils with some development 
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considerations. Soil types and properties are provided in Table 3.2 for building site 

developments and septic field possibilities.   

 

The primary soil types found in the corporate limits of Archer Lodge is the Norfolk 

series, Cecil series and Wedowee series.  
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The Norfolk series are very deep, well drained soils with a fine-loamy surface 

layer and sandy clay loam subsoil. Main limitations include wetness, slope, shrink-swell 

potential, and moderate permeability. The primary use of this soil type in Archer Lodge 

is for the urbanized area of Archer Lodge.  

 

The Cecil series consists of very deep, well drained, moderately slowly to slowly 

permeable soils that formed in thick beds of unconsolidated, medium to fine-textured 

marine sediments of the Coastal Plain. These soils are on broad, uplands and hillslopes 

on the Piedmont. Most areas have been cleared and are used for the production of 

corn, cotton, peanuts, vegetable crops, hay, and pasture. Forested areas are in longleaf 

pine, loblolly pine, sweetgum, southern red oak, and hickory. Main limitations include 

slope, and moderately slow to slowly permeable soils.  

 

The Wedowee series consists of very deep, well drained, moderately permeable 

soils that formed in residuum weathered from felsic igneous and metamorphic rocks of 

the Piedmont uplands. These soils are on narrow ridges and on side slopes of uplands. 

This series is well drained, runoff is medium to rapid, internal drainage is medium and 

permeability is moderate. Most areas are wooded, common trees include loblolly pine, 

Virginia pine, red oak, white oak, post oak, hickory, blackgum, maple, and dogwood. 

Cleared areas are used for cotton, corn, tobacco, small grain, hay, and pasture 

 

As stated above, Table 3-2 shows soil subgroups found in Archer Lodge and 

identifies the corresponding limitations for certain types of development, including 

dwellings, small commercial buildings and sanitary facilities. The soil limitations are 

classified as; slight, moderate or severe based on the following criteria:  

 

Slight indicates that the soil has features that are very favorable for the specified 

use. Good performance and very low maintenance can be expected.  
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Moderate indicates that the soil has features that are moderately favorable for 

the specified use expected. 

 

Severe indicates that the soil has one or more features that are unfavorable for 

the specified use. The limitations generally cannot be overcome without major soil 

reclamation, special design, or expensive installation procedures. Poor performance 

and high maintenance can be expected.  

 

Soil properties influence the development of building sites, including the selection 

of the site, the design of the structure, construction, performance after construction, and 

maintenance. Table 3.2 includes information on the degree and kind of soil limitations 

that affect dwellings and small commercial buildings. Rating class terms include the 

extent to which the soils are limited by all of the soil features that affect the building site 

development. 

  

In the aforementioned table, dwellings are defined as single-family houses of 

three stories or less. For dwellings without basements, the foundation is assumed to 

consist of spread footings of reinforced concrete built on undisturbed soil at a depth of 2 

feet or at depth of maximum frost penetration, whichever is deeper. For dwellings with 

basements, the foundation is assumed to consist of spread footings of reinforced 

concrete built on undisturbed soil at a depth of about 7 feet. 

 

The ratings for dwellings are based on the soil properties that affect the capacity 

of the soil to support a load without movement and on the flooding, subsidence, linear 

extensibility (shrink-swell potential), and compressibility. The properties that affect the 

ease of excavation include depth to a water table, ponding, flooding, slope, and depth to 

bedrock or a cemented pan, hardness of bedrock or a cemented pan, and the size of 

rock fragments. 
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In Table 3-2, small commercial buildings‖ are defined as structures that are less 

than three stories high and do not have basements. The foundation is assumed to 

consist of spread footings of reinforced concrete built on undisturbed soil at a depth of 2 

feet or at depth of maximum frost penetration, whichever is deeper. The ratings are 

based on the soil properties that affect the capacity of the soil to support a load without 

movement and on the properties that affect excavation and construction costs. The 

properties that affect the load-supporting capacity include depth to a water table, 

ponding, flooding, subsidence, linear extensibility (shrink-swell potential), and 

compressibility. The properties that affect the ease and excavation include flooding, 

depth to a water table, ponding, slope, depth to bedrock or a cemented pan, hardness 

of bedrock or a cemented pan, and the size of rock fragments. 

 

 

 

 

Soil name 

and map 

Shallow 

excavations 

Dwellings 

without 

Dwellings 

with 

Small 

commercial 

Local roads 

and streets 

Septic 

tank 
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symbol basements basements builds absorption 

fields 

Norfolk 

NoA 

Moderate, 

wetness 

Slight Moderate, 

wetness 

Slight Slight Moderate, 

wetness, 

perks 

slowly 

Cecil 

CeB 

Moderate, 

too clayee 

Slight Slight Moderate, 

slope 

Moderate, 

low 

strength 

Moderate, 

perks 

slowly 

Wedowee 

WoB 

Moderate,  

too clayee, 

slope 

Slight Slight Moderate, 

shrink-swell, 

slope 

Moderate 

low 

strength 

Moderate, 

perks 

slowly 

 

Table 3-2:  Johnston County Soil Types and Properties for the Archer Lodge 

Area 

 

 

2. Surface Water and Watersheds  

 

The North Carolina Division of Water Quality (DWQ) designates water classifications 

to surface water bodies, such as streams, rivers and lakes, throughout the state. The 

classifications define the best uses to be protected within these waters, such as swimming, 

fishing, or drinking water supply. Each classification has an associated set of water quality 

standards to protect those designated uses. Surface water classifications are one tool that 

state and federal agencies use to manage and protect all streams, rivers, lakes, and other 

surface waters in North Carolina. All surface waters in North Carolina must meet, at a 

minimum, the standards for Class C (fishable / swimmable) waters (see definition below). 

The other classifications provide additional levels of protection for recreational water uses 

(Class B) and drinking water uses (Water Supply Classes I through V).¹ 
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Archer Lodge is located in the Neuse River Basin and Cape Fear River Basin which 

encompasses 15,341 square miles in central and southeastern North Carolina.  
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A small portion in the southwestern area of the Town is classified by the NC 

Division of Water Quality Environmental Sensitivity Map 2010 of Johnston County as a 

Water Supply Watershed (WS-IV NSW) area . This area is shown on the Town of 

Archer Lodge Environmental Elements Map located in the Exhibits Section. North 

Carolina requires local governments to implement development controls within 

designated watershed areas that serve as public water supplies in order to preserve 

and enhance water quality and protect public health. A WS-IV Watershed is defined as 

waters used as sources of water supply for drinking, culinary, or food processing 

purposes for those users where a more protective WS-I or WS-II classification is not 

feasible. WS-IV Watersheds are generally located within moderately to highly 

developed watersheds. The WS-IV Watershed is a protected area and is subject to the 

following development regulations as set forth in the Archer Lodge Zoning Ordinance 

Sec 14-105:  

 

Sec. 14-105.  Water supply watershed protection district (WS-IV 

NSW). 

 

Authority.  The state general assembly has, in G.S. 143-214.5, G.S. 

160A-371 and G.S. 160A-381, delegated the responsibility and authority 

to local governmental units to establish water supply watershed protection 

programs, to regulate land use and development within water supply 

watersheds and to adopt regulations designed to promote the public 

health, safety and general welfare of its citizenry.  

  

Intent.  The water supply watershed protection district (WS-IV 

NSW) is to provide, in designated watershed areas, a higher level of 

control from activities and situations that could degrade the quality of the 

water entering the Neuse River, as identified in the State of North Carolina 

Watershed Protection Management Plan.   
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Applicability.  The provisions of this section shall apply within the 

area designated as a public water supply watershed protection district as 

defined and established on the official zoning map of the Town of Archer 

Lodge. Land use and development within this district must comply with all 

the requirements of local, county and state regulations. 

 

Exceptions to applicability.  The watershed protection requirements 

of this section shall not apply to development established prior to 

November 14, 2013, the date of adoption by the Archer Lodge Town 

Council, except as provided in subsection (g) of this section. Furthermore, 

these requirements shall not apply to a single-family detached dwelling 

unit or an accessory dwelling unit already developed on a lot.   

 

Definitions.  The following words, terms and phrases, when used in 

this section, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, 

except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:   

 

Best management practices  means a structural or nonstructural 

management-based practice used singularly or in combination to reduce 

nonpoint source inputs to receiving waters in order to achieve water 

quality protection goals.   

 

Buffer means an area of natural or planted vegetation through 

which stormwater runoff flows in a diffused manner so that the runoff does 

not become channelized and which provides for infiltration of the runoff 

and filtering of pollutants. The buffer is measured from the top of the bank 

of each side of streams or rivers.   

 

Built-upon area includes that portion of a development project that 

is covered by impervious or partially impervious cover including buildings, 
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pavement, gravel roads, recreation facilities (e.g., tennis courts), etc. 

(Note: Wooden slated decks are considered pervious.)   

 

Critical area means the area that drains one-half mile to a water 

supply, as measured from the normal pool elevation of reservoirs, or the 

area that drains one-half mile to a river intake.  At the adoption of this 

ordinance there are no known critical areas in the planning area of the 

Town of Archer Lodge. 

 

Development means any land-disturbing activity which adds to or 

changes the amount of impervious or partially impervious cover on a land 

area or which otherwise decreases the infiltration of precipitation into the 

soil.   

 

Major variance means a variance from the minimum statewide 

watershed protection rules that results in any one of the following:  

 

 The relaxation, by a factor of ten percent or greater, of any 

management requirement under the low-density option; 

 

 Any variation in the design, maintenance or operation 

requirements of a wet detention pond or other approved 

stormwater management system. 

 

Minor variance means the relaxation, by a factor of up to ten 

percent, of any management requirement under the low-density option.   

 

Protected area means the area adjoining and upstream of the 

critical area in which protection measures are required. The boundaries of 

the protected area are defined as extending ten miles upstream and 
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draining to water supply or to the ridge line of the watershed whichever 

comes first 

 

 

3. Steep Slopes  

 

As the soils information suggests, Archer Lodge is located in an area that is 

fairly flat with a slight variation in slope. Based on the LIDAR data, it is discernable that 

Archer Lodge has very few areas that are steep, which correspond to the location of 

the sensitive soils. 

 

 

4. Floodplains and Wetlands  

 

There are Zone (AE) 100-year floodplain areas delineated by the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in the Town of Archer Lodge The 100-year 

floodplain areas are located to the east and northwest of Archer Lodge along Buffalo 

Creek. There are no areas identified by the National Wetlands Inventory in the 

corporate limits. However, hydric soils are found in the Town, as shown on the 

Environmental Elements Map located in the Exhibits Section. Hydric soils can indicate 

land that is susceptible to flooding and has poor drainage, which affects the suitability of 

land for development and on-lot septic systems. Hydric soils tend to be located along 

creeks and streams in the planning area. 

 

 

F. Land Use Patterns 
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Land use is the primary focus of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan because a 

plan for future growth and development must be compatible with the established land 

use patterns.  Therefore, it’s important to understand the existing patterns of 

development in the Town and surrounding areas in order to develop a future plan that is 

coordinated, sustainable, and sensitive to the small town atmosphere of Archer Lodge.  

This section includes a description of existing land use in the Town of Archer Lodge 

corporate limits. A land use assessment was conducted for the town and GIS data was 

analyzed to create Table 3-1 Development Status of Existing Land Uses below. This 

table identifies land use for the entire Town on a parcel by parcel basis.  Land use 

categories include: commercial, industrial, institutional/governmental/utilities, residential, 

restricted open space and undeveloped.  

 

Table 3-1 includes a breakdown of land uses in the Town of Archer Lodge.  Each 

land use category is discussed separately in this section. 

 

Land Use Acres Percent 

Commercial 80.95 1 % 

Industrial 3.04 < 1 % 

Institutional/Governmental/Utilities 77.30 1 % 

Residential 2,036.43 36 % 

Restricted Open Space 111.29 2 % 

Agriculture/Forest  3,277.18 59 % 

Total acreage 5,586.19 100 % 

Total Developed Acreage 2,309.01 

 

% Developed  

 

41.33% 

  

Table 3-1 Development Status of Existing Land Uses 
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Commercial Land Use 

 

Commercial land uses make-up approximately 1% of the land uses in the Town 

limits. There are a few larger parcels and a couple of smaller parcels in the Town that 

currently operate as commercial land uses.  The larger parcels include C. E. Barnes 

General Store, and a mini-warehouse storage facility on Loop Road. Smaller parcels 

include individual businesses scattered throughout the Town.  

  

Industrial Land Use 

 

The only designated industrial parcel in the Town limits is the property owned by 

Sand Rock LLC on Cecil Road. 

 

Institutional and Governmental Land Uses 

 

Institutional and Governmental land uses make-up less than 1% of the land uses 

in the Town limits. The majority of these uses include the Community Center, churches, 

cemeteries, government buildings, and public schools. 

 

Public recreation areas are primarily located at the Community Center and 

public schools. 

 

Residential 

 

Residential development accounts for over one-third of the land uses in the Town 

limits.  Residential neighborhoods consist of single-family detached homes laid out on a 

fairly compact curvature/cul-de-sac subdivision street system. 

   

Lot sizes range between 30,000-46,000 square feet and housing densities range 

between 1-1.5 units/acre.  There are several manufactured/mobile home parks and 
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numerous manufactured/mobile homes on individual lots in the Town as well.  Disrepair 

and maintenance issues are evident in some manufactured/mobile home parks, as well 

as individual manufactured / mobile home lots. 

 

 

 
                       Rural Residential Housing 

 

 

 

Neighborhoods in Town are somewhat walkable, despite the general lack of 

sidewalks due to rural roads and a lack of adjoining subdivision connectivity.  Due to a 

lack of sidewalks, neighborhoods located within walking distance of public schools, and 

other community amenities find it difficult to use pedestrian means to access these 

facilities. 

 

Single-family homes are also spread out on larger lots fronting major rural roads.  

The majority of the town limits is zoned Residential Agriculture with a minimum lot size 

of 30,000 square feet.   

 

Restricted Open Space 
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Restricted open space accounts for 2% of the land uses in the Town limits.  The 

type of open space in the Town consists primarily of land within subdivisions that has 

been reserved for open space requirements. 

 

Agriculture and Forest  

 

Agriculture and forest lands continue to be a significant land use in the Town, 

consisting of numerous large tracts of land.  Agricultural and forest uses consist of 

nearly 60% of the land use in the Town limits.   
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Chapter V:  How Do We Get There? 

 

 

A. The Action Plan  

 

1. Using the Action Plan 

 

The Comprehensive Land Use Plan establishes criteria for making decisions on 

locating new development and public improvements within the Town.  Application of the 

plan will influence the location, timing, and intensity of all future development and the 

installation of supporting infrastructure.  The plan transforms the goals and policies of 

the Town into a physical picture of the preferred spatial distribution for residential, 

commercial, industrial, institutional, public, open space, and other land use and 

development activities.  If successfully implemented, the Comprehensive Land Use Plan 

will: 

 

 Ensure new development is consistent with the policies of the Town, and 

 Direct and concentrate new development to areas where adequate public 

infrastructure is available or can be extended without placing excessive 

burden on the Town’s physical or financial resources. 

 

2. Guiding Land Use Principles 

 

Archer Lodge’s vision for future land development is to encourage a compatible 

mix of uses which preserves the Town of Archer Lodge’s small town character while 

respecting its historic features. The Town of Archer Lodge will accomplish this goal by 

adhering to the following land use principals in land use decision making.   
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 Provide a high level of recreational facilities, services and  programs 

 Support a vibrant downtown with a village motif 

 Enhance the workforce by creating and retaining jobs  
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3. Action Plan Vision and Mission 

 

Vision Statement 

“Today and into the future the Town of Archer Lodge, will be a 

peaceful, family oriented, active community that looks to retain our small-

town, agricultural character, meeting the needs of our current and future 

residents and businesses.” 

 

Mission Statement 

“The Town of Archer Lodge is a community that honors and embraces its 

rich cultural heritage and past, pursues healthy living in the present and 

looks for opportunities of molding future growth into the town’s core values. 

Archer Lodge is home to many natural resources and open-agricultural 

land. With an eye toward planning future growth the Town will protect these 

resources.” 
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B. The Action Plan’s Goals, Objectives and Action Steps 

 

Definitions: 

 

 Goals further define the broad statements or desires in the Vision Statement; 

 

 Objectives are more specified initiatives in support of the goals; 

 

 Action Items are statements, actions, or courses of action adopted to achieve the 

objectives; 

 

 Partners are responsible parties that will work together to accomplish the policies 

 

 Time Frames are time limitations for implementing the objectives 

  

Ongoing: Continuous activity,  

Short term: Within 1 year,  

Medium term: Within 1-5 years,  

Long term: Over 5 years to 20 years 
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1. Community Development 

 

Goal: Archer Lodge will strive to maintain a peaceful, family oriented active 

community. 

Objective:  Archer Lodge will continue to have a small town feel and be a safe place to live 

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Inform and support with branding and 

advertising efforts 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

Johnston County 

Tourism Authority  

Short-term 

Develop aesthetic non-residential building, 

streetscaping, landscaping, site development, 

parking and sign guidelines to have the desired 

community appearance 

Town of Archer Lodge 

Planning Board and 

Town Council, 

Realtors, Developers   

Short-term 

Provide events that encourage community 

involvement 
 On-going 

 Objective: Encourage historic preservation, restoration and rebuilding  

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Organize a Historical Resources Committee 

(HRC) 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

Archer Lodge 

Community Center, 

Johnston County 

Heritage Center 

Short-term 

Identify, inventory and recognize historically 

significant properties as defined by HRC and 

provide National Registry and land conservancy 

information to land owners 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

NC Farm Bureau, J. 

Co. Heritage Center, 

NC Dept of Agriculture  

Medium-term 

Utilize “Preservation NC” as a historical resource 

partner 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

Preservation NC 
Short-term 

Seek out and provide information of state and Town of Archer Lodge, Short-term 
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federal tax credits and incentives for rebuilding 

and restoring buildings 

Preservation NC and 

NC Economic 

Development Center  

 

Promote historically significant properties i.e. 

lighted tours of historic areas at holidays 

Town of Archer Lodge  Long-term 
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Objective: Incorporate growing greener through conservation by design as a means of responsible 

development and farmland preservation.  

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Amend the zoning and subdivision ordinances to 

include this concept 

Town of Archer Lodge 

Planning Board and 

Town Council 

Medium-term 

Objective: Keep taxes low as possible  

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Maintaining a responsible level of expenditures 

based on service demands required by the 

Town’s growth 

Town of Archer Lodge Short-term, On-going 

Objective: Increase volunteerism throughout the town 

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Promote the need for volunteerism, designate a 

volunteer coordinator to generate volunteer 

opportunities  and associated time frames, etc.  

J. Co. Schools (class 

projects), Scout 

groups, Church 

Groups 

Short-term, On-going 
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2. Workforce Development 

 

Goal: Foster job training and business opportunities to meet the needs of the 

town’s citizens and businesses. 

 Objective:  Encourage accessibility to technical schools for service and skilled training 

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Have a public location with technological 

equipment where people can have education 

opportunities 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

Johnston Co. Community 

College (JCC) 

Long-term 

Partner with JCC to foster the “High School 

Partnerships” program 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

JCC, local high school 
Long-term 

Explore opportunities for people to attend 

continuing education programs 
Town of Archer Lodge Medium-term 

Plan for and implement access to fiber optic 

nodes 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

Johnston Co. Schools, 

Service Providers 

Medium-term 

Objective: Have a local business incubator 

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Build a replica of the Archer Lodge Masonic 

Lodge as a place for multiple uses  

Town of Archer Lodge, 

Corinth Holders Masons, 

Civic Organizations 

Long-term 

Partner with JCC to provide information and 

contact sources for the Small Business Center 

of JCC 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

JCCC,  
Short-term 
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3. Infrastructure 

 

Goal: To offer diverse and continually improving leisure and recreational 

opportunities for citizens of all ages and interests, improve the quality of life 

of citizens, and promote healthy living and a healthy population. 

 

Objective: Encourage active and passive open space connectivity 

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Seek funding support for trail work such as 

“Adopt a trail” for existing trails 

NCDENR-Darrell 

McBaine 
Long-term 

Partner with public and private organizations to 

plan, map, design, build and connect trails and 

recreation facilities 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

Property Owners, Duke 

Energy, developers 

NCDOT, NCDENR, 

PTA, School System, 

County Tourism, County 

Commissioners, 

Riverdale Subdivision, 

Flower’s trails, Johnston 

Co. Schools 

Medium-term 

Objective: Increase recreational capital improvements 

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Create and allocate an acceptable annual budget that 

contributes to a Town recreational capital 

improvement fund 

Town of Archer Lodge Short-term 

Encourage use of an open space fee in lieu for 

residential developments and review Town 

Ordinances for equitable applications 

Town of Archer Lodge 

Planning Board and staff 
Short-term 

 “Land bank” properties for future recreational uses Johnston County schools, Long-term 
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(50 acre goal) County Commissioners, 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

LWCF 

Create a recreational plan with programs for all ages Schools, County 

Commissions, Community 

Center 

Short-term 
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Objective: Develop transportation relationships with county, state and federal agencies 

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Maintain relationships with transportation related 

organizations and participate in regional initiatives 

CAMPO, Johnston County 

Visitors Bureau, NCDOT,  
Short-term, Ongoing 

Objective: Focus on complete streets design concepts incorporating multi-modal forms of 

transportation that incorporate bicycle, pedestrian and public transportation 

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Develop an “Infrastructure Statement” to submit to 

NCDOT (sidewalk and crosswalk requirements) 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

Schools and NCDOT 

Short-term and On-

going 

Participate in an “Active Routes to Schools” 

campaign 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

Schools and NCDOT 

Short-term and On-

going 

Plan for pedestrian and bicycle safety though the 

“Watch for Me NC” plan 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

Schools and NCDOT 

Short-term and On-

going 

Review Town Ordinances for compliance with 

objective 

Town of Archer Lodge 

Planning Board 
Medium-term 

Objective: Consider environmental protection with all planning 

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Have adequate stormwater regulations and 

enforcement  for all development that is  coordinated 

with the County Erosion Control Authority 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

Johnston County Public 

Utilities (Stormwater 

Section) 

Short-term, Ongoing 

Educate the public on the importance of a well 

maintained private septic system 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

Johnston County 

Environmental Health 

Short-term, Ongoing 

Objective: Allow ample space for enhancing recreational activities and healthy living 

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Approach schools to execute a joint use agreement 

that allows the Town access to their recreational 

facilities 

Town of Archer Lodge 

and schools 
Short-term 
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4. Economic Development 

 

Goal: Meet the needs of current and future businesses 

 

Objective: Encourage and support small local business growth (home and cluster) 

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Promote the type of businesses that are a “good” fit 

for Archer Lodge 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

Johnston County 

Economic Development 

Council, Cooperative 

Extension 

Short-term 

Objective: Create partnerships with the farming community 

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Support Farmer’s Market Committee Town of Archer Lodge, 

Cooperative Extension, 

SWCD, Farm Bureau, 

NC Grange, equestrian 

groups, High School 

FFA, Boy Scouts 

Short-term and 

ongoing 

Identify and partner with the expanded network of 

agri-related interest groups 
Same as above Short-term 

Objective: Direct small business development around the county store 

Action Items Partners Timeframe 

Develop a public sewer plan that may include 

connecting to established regional sewer systems. 

Town of Archer Lodge, 

Johnston County 

Utilities, Developers and 

Property Owners 

Long-term 
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C. Land Use Categories – Action Plan 

 

1. Agriculture 

 

The agricultural areas are characterized by working farms, prime agricultural 

lands and timberland.  Large tracts of land with well suitable soil for agricultural 

purposes are important. These areas should be viewed as important community 

assets for their large farm and garden purposes.   

 

Acceptable Uses 

 

 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting  

 Arts, Entertainment and Recreation  

 

Development Standards 

 

 5 acre minimum lot sizes to preserve large parcels 

 

Policies 

 

 Support conservation programs and encourage the creation of Agricultural 

Conservation Districts for important farm lands 

 Discourage subdivisions into rural areas not supported by public utilities 

 Encourage agricultural use producing organic produce  

 Explore Town Ordinance amendments that separate agricultural uses and 

other uses through buffers 
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2. Open Space  

 

a. Conservation Areas 

 

Conservation areas are critical environmental areas where ordinary 

development practices would likely cause significant environmental 

damage. Lands surrounding or adjacent to conservation areas can also be 

sensitive, and development of these lands should consider negative 

impacts and methods to mitigate or eliminate these impacts. Flood hazard 

areas, stream buffer areas, and severe soils are types of conservation 

areas. 

 

Acceptable Uses 

 

 Preserved open space 

 Conservation areas 

 Nature preserves 

 Passive recreation areas, including greenways and nature trails 

Development Standards 

 

 Conservation design standards 

 

Policies 

 

 Minimize environmental impacts 

 Develop flexible parking standards which minimize storm water runoff 
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 Preserve water resources for the Towns water supply 

 

b. Recreational Areas 

 

Recreational areas are sites that should be reserved for active and 

passive recreational and educational activities.  

 

Acceptable Uses 

 

 Ball fields (football, baseball, softball, soccer, etc.) 

 Basketball and Tennis courts 

 Sports complex and multi-use centers 

 Playgrounds 

 Other active and passive recreational activities 
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Policies 

 

 Identify new facilities and recreational areas as Archer Lodge grows 

and develops. 

 Increase available land for recreation by establishing a land set 

aside or fee requirement for new subdivisions 

 

3. Neighborhood Business, Community Business and Offices 

  

Neighborhood Business, Community Business and Office land use categories 

are designated for business establishments primarily engaged in the sale of goods 

and services to the public.  

 

a. Neighborhood Business, Community Business and Offices  

 

These areas allow for a full range of business activities that serves 

the needs of the community at-large. Uses within these areas are 

generally auto dependent and require direct access to major arterial 

streets. Neighborhood/ community business and office areas should 

complement the character of the surrounding development. Internal 

design of neighborhood / community business retail and office parks 

should be pedestrian friendly. 

 

Acceptable Uses 

 

 Retail Trade  

 Selected Wholesale Trade  
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 Information  

 Finance and Insurance  

 Real Estate, Rental and Leasing  

 Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services  

 Management of Companies and Enterprises  

 Administrative and Support Services, excludes Waste Management  

 Educational Services  

 Health Care and Social Services  

 Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation  

 Accommodation and Food Services  

 Other Services  

 

Development Standards 

 

 Access to arterials and collector streets 

 Public water and sewer 

 Suitable soils and site conditions 

 Retail floor area of 125,000 square feet 

 Protective buffers between residential areas 

 Pedestrian linkage between adjacent development 

 

Policies 

 

 Develop appearance and compatibility standards for neighborhood / 

community business and office uses 
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 Consider establishing transitional  type zoning districts and standards 

to protect / separate exiting adjacent residential areas 

 Allow bed and breakfast lodging uses  

 Update sign ordinance and develop design standards for new 

signage 

 Review landscape standards and ordinances  

 Require underground wiring in new developments 
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b. Downtown 

 

The downtown district encourages a variety of land uses with 

design standards that allow Archer Lodge’s traditional town center to 

continue to play a vital role as the economic and cultural center for the 

community.    

 

Acceptable Uses   

 

The downtown area provides for a mixture of land uses appropriate to 

the traditional village concept that allows the following uses: 

 

 small specialty retail 

 dining and accommodations 

 personal and professional services 

 public, institutional and cultural activities 

 The downtown area also encourages the use of upper stories of 

commercial buildings as studio and performing art space, and 

residential development  

 

Development Standards   

 

 New development design should be compatible with the historic 

architecture of the downtown area and village motif.   

 Allows flexible parking space standards   

 Suburban style development is discouraged.  Buildings should be 

brought to the street  
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Policies 

 

 The continued use and restoration of existing buildings is encouraged 

 Study and implement traffic calming methods  

 Develop new sign standards  

 Encourage the removal of overhead wiring 

 

 

 

4. Institutional and Public 

 

The institutional and public areas accommodate government facilities 

(civic centers, libraries, and offices), schools and hospitals.  Public 

infrastructure is needed in the way of planned street extensions and 

widening.  

 

Allowable Uses 

 

 Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services  

 Health Care and Social Assistance (Hospitals)  

 Public Administration  

 

Development Standards 

 

 Access to major arterials and collector streets 

 Availability of public utilities 

 

Policies 
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 Require designations of schools within major new residential 

developments 

 Develop a defined growth area 

 

5. Residential 

 

Residential land use categories are established to provide a safe and 

attractive living environment for all Archer Lodge residents. 

 

a. Low to Medium Density (1 dwelling per 0.5 to 1 acre) 

 

Low to medium density areas will accommodate residential 

development in locations where public water, sewer, and other urban 

services may not currently be available, but may be extended within the 

next 10 to 15 years. This area may be considered for more intense 

development as public water and sewer service become available. 

 

Acceptable Uses 

 

 Single-family dwellings 

 Manufactured homes  

 Community and neighborhood parks 

 Complementary non-residential activities (churches, civic 

organizations, etc.) 

Development Standards 
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 Public water and sewer if unsuitable for on-site systems 

 Access from local roads 

 Walkable and bikeable site design 

 Underground utilities 

 Curb and gutter where appropriate 

b. Suburban Density 

 

Suburban density areas are intended to allow for a compatible mix 

of single-family residential areas at densities of 1 dwelling unit per 0.25 

acres to 1 dwelling unit per 0.50 acres. These areas should be located 

where public water and sewer service are available or can be feasibly 

extended. These services may be available within the next 10-15 years.  

 

Acceptable Uses 

 Single-family dwellings 

 Two-family (duplexes) dwellings 

 Neighborhood parks and recreation, (playgrounds, golf courses, etc) 

 Complementary institutional activities (Religious institutions, civic and 

social lodge or club house, etc) 

Development Standards 

 

 Access to local streets 

 Walkable and bikeable site and infrastructure design 

 Public water and sewer 

 Promote pedestrian friendly development 

 Curb and gutter along paved streets, where appropriate 
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 Sidewalks 

 Encourage traffic calming 

 Off-street parking standards 

 Amenities standards for large subdivisions 

 Research adequate public facilities ordinances as a means to insure 

availability of infrastructure for new development 

 

 

Policies 

 

 Encourage trails and walkable areas in large developments 

 Study the development of housing design standards 

 Develop open space and recreational dedication standards 

 Develop amenities standards for large subdivisions 

 

c. Mixed Use Areas 

 

Mixed use areas are designated growth areas which allow for a 

variety of combatable land use options.  This designation is suitable 

when the desired land use intensity of an area is known and public 

utilities and streets are either available or planned as a priority.  

      

Acceptable Uses 

 

 Office Center Development 

 Single-family planned residential development with integrated 

retail land uses 
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Development Standards 

 

 Access to arterials and collector streets 

 Available Public water and sewer 

 Suitable soils and site conditions 

 Direct access to major arterial and collector streets 

 Internal recreational facilities in residential developments 

 Protective buffers between residential areas and other areas 

 Pedestrian linkage between adjacent development 

 Landscaping  standards 

 

 

Policies 

 

 Amend Town Ordinances as necessary to allow mixed use 

development 

 

6. Gateway Corridors and Special Focus Areas 

 

Gateway corridors serve as major entranceways into the Town of 

Archer Lodge.   They serve as the Town’s front door and their design 

influences visitor perception.   The following corridors have been designated 

as gateways for Archer Lodge. 

 

a. Covered Bridge and Buffalo Roads 
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The Covered Bridge Road and Buffalo Road corridors to the Town of 

Archer Lodge limits is recommended for enhancements in accordance 

with the NCDOT Complete Streets Planning and Design Guidelines 

(http://www.completestreetsnc.org/wp-

content/themes/CompleteStreets_Custom/pdfs/NCDOT-Complete-Streets-

Planning-Design-Guidelines.pdf)  

 

http://www.completestreetsnc.org/wp-content/themes/CompleteStreets_Custom/pdfs/NCDOT-Complete-Streets-Planning-Design-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.completestreetsnc.org/wp-content/themes/CompleteStreets_Custom/pdfs/NCDOT-Complete-Streets-Planning-Design-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.completestreetsnc.org/wp-content/themes/CompleteStreets_Custom/pdfs/NCDOT-Complete-Streets-Planning-Design-Guidelines.pdf
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Policies: 

 

 Develop general design and appearance standards for the corridor 

 Work with NCDOT to minimize the number of driveways to preserve 

the mobility function of the corridor. 

 Incorporate service road design to access primary and secondary 

uses 

 

b. Business Intersection 

 

The Covered Bridge Road and Buffalo Road intersection at C.E. 

Barnes’s General Store is considered the center of Archer Lodge. It is 

important that development considerations maintain the historic character 

of this intersection.  Some limited commercial uses such as coffee shops, 

barber shops, beauty salons, and restaurants may be appropriate for the 

intersection to preserve its viability. 

 

Policies:  

 

 Review the zoning ordinance for appropriate policies for development 

 

.  
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D. Plan Monitoring and Update 

 

The 2030 Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the Town of Archer Lodge is based upon 

the technical components of land use planning and the goals and aspirations of the Town. 

Planning is a continuous process and these plans should be considered a beginning and 

framework for addressing growth and development issues. This plan provides a framework of 

information and strategies for Town officials and staff to build upon that can be easily 

updated on a regular basis. The plan should be adopted by the respective governing board 

and should be updated periodically, preferably every five years. Updating the plan is 

beneficial because it requires officials and the community at large to reexamine issues to 

keep up with changing trends. 

 

The plan serves several purposes including: 

 

 Providing educational materials pertaining to growth management and land 

development planning; 

 Providing a general guide for the growth and development of the Town; 

 Serving as a land development resource manual; 

 Helping to position the Town of Archer Lodge for future infrastructure funding; and 

 Providing a framework for periodically updating the plan. 

 

The Town of Archer Lodge should monitor and evaluate the Comprehensive Land 

Use Plan to determine the progress and success of proposed policies and implementation 

strategies outlined in the plan. Successful implementation will be incremental and require a 

long-term commitment by the community. On a regular basis local staff will need to update 

the Town Council on the progress made with the implementation of the plan and the action 

strategies outlined herein. Annually the mayor, and local planning staff should meet to 

evaluate progress made and then report back to the governing board. Plan implementation 

timetables and schedules may need to be updated annually. The challenge in the next 20 
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years will be to promote and guide economic growth and maintain the splendid quality of 

life so prevalent in the Town of Archer Lodge.  
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Exhibits –  

 

A. Maps 

Environmental Elements Map 
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Town of Archer Lodge Zoning Map 
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Future Land Use Map 
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Average Annual Daily Traffic Counts 2012 
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Town Services 

 

Police protection for the Town is currently provided by the Johnston County Sheriff’s Office. 

Johnston County Sheriff’s Office 

120 South Third Street 

Smithfield, NC 27577 

Emergency #: 911 

Non-emergency #: 919-989-5000 

Business #: 919-989-5010 

 

Fire protection is provided by the Archer Lodge Fire Department. 

Archer Lodge Fire Department 

6483 Covered Bridge Road 

Clayton, NC 27527 

Emergency #: 911 

Non-emergency #: 919-550-4136 

 

The Archer Lodge Fire Department is an all-volunteer fire department consisting of 45 

members. They proudly protect approximately 8633 citizens living in the Archer lodge Fire 

district and provide mutual aid to surrounding fire departments - Clayton, Thanksgiving, 

Cornith Holders, Wendell, and Eastern Wake. The fire insurance rating in Archer Lodge Fire 

District is a DOI class 5 in a 5 mile radius from the fire station. Members of the Archer Lodge 

Fire Department meet on the 1st and 3rd Monday night of  every month for the required 

training hours and regular business meetings. 

 

The Archer Lodge Fire Department operates with funds provided by fire tax, fundraisers, 

donations from the community, and funding from Johnston County. New members are 

http://www.johnstonnc.com/sheriffsoffice/index.cfm
http://www.archerlodgefd.org/
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required to complete approximately 150 hours of training before being placed on active duty. 

The Fire Department averages approximately 175O man-hours of training annually. 

 

Each year the Fire Department holds a Fire Safety Education Day for children, generally in 

late spring. The kids get to ride on the fire trucks, go through the Fire Safety House, and 

enjoy Sparky the Fire Dog and Smokey the Bear. Fire Department personnel also visit the 

local schools each year teaching fire safety and distributing fire safety training materials to 

the students. These two functions have proved invaluable at reducing fire accidents, injuries 

and fatalities within the fire district 

 

Water services are provided by the Public Utilities Department of Johnston County.  A link to 

pay your water bill is provided on the Public Utilities website. 

 

Johnston County Public Utilities Department 

309 E. Market Street 

Smithfield, NC 27577 

Phone #: 919-989-5075 

Fax #: 919-934-7174 

 

In late March 2012, Progress Energy installed 27 street lights throughout the center of Archer 

Lodge.  These lights illuminate dark intersections in Town while adding little to the ambient 

lighting 

The Town does not provide trash or recycling pick-up.  Residents can purchase a trash decal 

that allows them to take their trash to any of the Convenience Centers located in the County.  

Recycling in the County does not require a decal and is free to all County residents. 

Johnston County Waste and Recycling Information 

309 E. Market Street 

Smithfield, NC 27577 

http://www.co.johnston.nc.us/mainpage.cfm?category_level_id=499
http://www.johnstonnc.com/recycling/
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Phone #: 919-989-5075 

Fax #: 919-934-7174 

The Town does not directly offer any recreational or athletic activities.  However, these 

services are available through the Archer Lodge Community Center.  The Community Center 

is a non-profit entity that has been in operation since 1963.  For additional recreational 

activities offered by the Community Center please contact them for more information. 

 

Archer Lodge Community Center 

14009 Buffalo Road 

Clayton, NC 27527 

919-550-1738 
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Community Survey and Public Workshop Results 
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