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Introduction 
The Southern Sonoma County Stormwater Resources Plan (SWRP or Plan) is being developed in 
accordance with Senate Bill (SB) 985 and the Stormwater Resource Planning Act to develop 
multi-benefit stormwater management solutions. The SWRP is being led by the Sonoma County 
Water Agency (Water Agency) and is a first step in identifying projects in order to be eligible to 
receive grant funding for stormwater and dry weather runoff capture projects from bond acts 
approved by voters under California Proposition 1’s Stormwater Grant Program (SWGP).  

The intent of the legislation and purpose of a SWRP are to identify and prioritize opportunities 
for stormwater and dry weather runoff capture projects that provide multiple benefits to 
maximize water supply, water quality, and environmental and other community benefits. This 
multi-benefit focus to stormwater management is being favored over historical and traditional 
approaches to stormwater management. 

The Southern Sonoma County SWRP’s planning area includes the watersheds of two 
neighboring tributaries to San Pablo Bay: Sonoma Creek and the Petaluma River. The majority 
of the population resides in the City of Petaluma and the communities of Kenwood, Glen Ellen, 
Agua Caliente, Boyes Hot Springs and the City of Sonoma. A variety of non-profit, government 
and special district stakeholders represent open space, park, rural, residential, commercial, 
agricultural and industrial interests.  

The Storm Water Resource Plan Guidelines state the following on education, outreach and 
public participation:  

“A stormwater resource plan shall…provide for community participation in plan development 
and implementation. (Wat. Code, § 10562, subd. (b)(4).)  

To maximize community-based benefits, key stakeholders and the public should be involved in 
all appropriate implementation steps of the Storm Water Resource Plan. Public education and 
opportunities for public participation in actions, decisions, and projects implemented through 
watershed-based storm water management should be provided. “ 

This stakeholder outreach, engagement and public participation plan is intended to outline 
initial engagement efforts and guide future efforts in both watersheds during project and Plan 
development. Listed in this plan are stakeholders identified to be invited for involvement in 
plan and project development, a schedule for engagement and outreach through the lifetime of 
the grant, and mechanisms for engagement and outreach.  
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Stakeholders 
Stakeholders will be involved with project selection and plan preparation. The Water Agency 
has partnered with collaborating entities to identify, quantify, and prioritize storm water and 
dry weather runoff capture projects and will work with existing stakeholder groups in 
watershed communities to ensure residents have a voice in the SWRP process. The Water 
Agency and collaborating entities have a successful record of working together and enjoy 
strong cooperative relationships in effectively managing water resources. In addition, 
stakeholders include non-governmental organizations (NGOs) with representation in the 
communities of El Verano, Boyes Hot Springs, and Agua Caliente, all of which are disadvantaged 
communities (DACs) in the Sonoma Creek watershed. Information on the Plan stakeholders, 
including the project team, collaborating entities participating in the Technical Advisory 
Committee, and disadvantaged and climate vulnerable communities is described below. 
Appendix A provides a complete list of specific audiences engaged. 

Technical Advisory Committee:  
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) consists of governmental and non-governmental 
organizations with missions or responsibilities for natural resource management in either or 
both watersheds. The TAC represents the key stakeholder entities involved in managing 
stormwater in both urban and rural areas. The TAC was formed early in the grant application 
process highlighting the members’ history of collaboration and overlapping interests. The TAC’s 
role includes contributing existing data, maps, and written reports to inform the Plan 
development, providing guidance and input to the planning process and methods, and 
conducting outreach efforts. Members also participate by submitting projects for consideration 
and will review and provide input for revisions of the administrative, public and draft final Plan 
versions.  

The TAC is comprised of the following organizations: 

• Sonoma County Water Agency (Lead Agency) 

• Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation & Open Space District 

• Sonoma Resource Conservation District 

• Sonoma County Regional Parks 

• Permit Sonoma, Sonoma County  

• Sonoma Land Trust 

• City of Petaluma 

• Valley of the Moon Water District 

• City of Sonoma 

• Sonoma Ecology Center 

• Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratories 
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• San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board 

• State Water Resources Control Board  

Disadvantaged and Climate Vulnerable Communities  
Petaluma River Watershed: There are four DAC census blocks within the watershed. Two tracts 
along the river at North McDowell Boulevard are listed on the Department of Water Resources 
Disadvantaged Community Map (DWR 2017) as severely disadvantaged and both have a high 
social vulnerability ranking according to the Agency for Toxic Substances and Diseases Registry’s 
Social Vulnerability Index (ATSDR 2017). Another tract is across from the Sonoma Marin 
Fairgrounds, and the fourth is near Petaluma High School. Indicators including a large number 
of mobile homes, residents age 65 and up, and low median incomes suggest that this 
community’s mobilization and response to disaster could be weakened and a sustained burden.  

Sonoma Creek Watershed: The census block groups of El Verano, Boyes Hot Springs, and Agua 
Caliente are listed as DACs on the Department of Water Resources Disadvantaged Communities 
Map (DWR 2017). The census tracts in the Boyes Hot Springs and El Verano areas are also listed 
with high social vulnerability indexes and low human development indexes according to the 
Portrait of Sonoma County, 2014.  

An identification and discussion of the climate hazards to vulnerable communities was reported 
in the Climate Ready Sonoma County: Climate Hazards and Vulnerabilities Assessment 
(Cornwall et al., 2014). Sonoma County is facing climate change hazards including bigger, more 
variable floods, more extreme heat events, longer and more frequent droughts, greater 
frequency and intensity of wildfires, fewer winter nights that freeze and higher sea level and 
storm surge.  

Vulnerable communities to these climate hazards were included in the planning boundaries for 
the southern Sonoma watersheds. Communities lacking air conditioning in their homes, having 
pre-existing asthma or other health conditions, living in neighborhoods with less open space 
and trees, lacking personal transportation to evacuate during emergencies or travel to air-
conditioned buildings, or having language barriers to warnings and assistance messages are 
most at risk from harm from climate impacts (Cornwall et al., 2014). The 2013 California State 
Hazard Mitigation Plan ranks County of Sonoma first and City of Petaluma tenth for highest 
repetitive flood loss. In addition, the County of Sonoma’s 2017 Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 
further identifies Action Item #30 directing preparedness and outreach engagement to 
disadvantaged communities. Communities include those listed above and those in the bayland 
portion of the watersheds at risk to sea level rise and storm surges, as well as salt water 
intrusion into drinking water aquifers. 
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Mechanisms for Outreach, Engagement, and Education 
The Water Agency will provide opportunities for community participation in Plan development 
and implementation enabled by participation from collaborating entities on this project. The 
Water Agency and its partners will take an active role in gathering existing data, designing a 
transparent project evaluation procedure, and participating in the project prioritization process. 
Mechanisms for outreach, engagement, and education are described below. 

Website   
Public participation and communication during development of the Plan is facilitated through 
use of a central website (www.scwa.ca.gov/SWRP) where meeting notices, materials and grant 
deliverables are posted. The public comment period on the Draft Plan will be noticed online and 
the Draft and Final Plans will be available through the website. 

Meetings 
Plan-specific and regularly held water resource meetings and forums provide numerous 
additional opportunities for participation, engagement, and education. The Water Agency Flood 
Control Advisory Committee meetings are publicly noticed meetings.  These meetings have 
provided opportunities for citizens to learn about the State’s Storm Water Grant Program, the 
Plan, receive project updates, and discuss flooding and stormwater management issues.  The 
Storm Water Resources Plan has been a meeting agenda topic associated with several regional 
or watershed based planning efforts including: Sonoma County Venture Conservation- Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program, Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation & Open Space 
District’s Vital Lands Initiative and the Upper Petaluma River Flood Control Project.   

Technical Advisory Committee meetings are also open to the public and are noticed online and 
via email.  A stormwater planning public meeting was held on November 14, 2017.  Notices for 
the public meeting were sent in English and Spanish to project partners and an interested 
parties list.  

The Water Agency and collaborating entities have held numerous meetings with non-profit 
groups, ad-hoc working groups, and have outreached to many individual landowners to discuss 
the Plan, collect information, solicit input and project ideas.    

Press Releases and Newsletters  
Other forms of outreach and education include press releases, a frequently asked questions 
(FAQ) document, informational presentations and project updates in related meetings/forums, 
graphics and handouts of items involved in the planning process. The Water Agency and Plan 
partners utilize their newsletters, local newspapers, and mailing lists to provide interested 
parties with Plan updates, meeting notices, and project related information. The public 
comment period on the Draft Plan will also be noticed via press release, online, newsletter and 
email. 

http://www.scwa.ca.gov/
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Education and Outreach Programs 
The Water Agency’s Water Education Program utilizes a multifaceted approach to help students 
and teachers learn the value of water as an important natural resource.  Stormwater, water 
conservation, natural resources and fisheries, as well as ‘knowing where their water comes 
from’ are main curriculum themes.  The programs are free and taught using inquiry-based, 
exploratory science aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards. The Water Agency 
provides classroom visits, field trips, and curriculum materials for students located within the 
service area and planning boundaries of the SWRP. In addition to the youth education program, 
the Water Agency hosts a myriad of informational meetings, forums, and outreach tours to 
educate and inform the public on a variety of issues including: water supply, sanitation, flood 
protection and stream maintenance, stormwater management, water conservation, 
groundwater management, fisheries and natural resource conservation.   

Stormwater Management and Industry Collaboration and Outreach 
The Water Agency and other SWRP stakeholders are active members in industry and 
government associations related to stormwater management including: Association of 
California Water Agencies, Bay Area Stormwater Management Agencies Association, California 
Stormwater Quality Association, Bay Area Integrated Regional Monitoring Program, North Bay 
Watershed Association, North Bay Climate Adaptation Initiative, and ReNUWIt- Re Inventing 
the Nation’s Urban Water Infrastructure.   Water Agency maintains strong relationships and 
collaborates with agency and industry partners through outreach and program activities.    

The City of Petaluma and the City of Sonoma maintain public webpages with information on 
stormwater, pollution prevention and helpful contacts and resources.  Government partners 
are active in stormwater management and water conservation activities and outreach 
programs.  One such program is the Sonoma Marin Water Saving Partnership where water 
management agencies work together in conducting outreach.  The Sonoma Ecology Center and 
the Sonoma Resource Conservation District have developed landowner and homeowner 
stormwater outreach material, including the NeWTS (Neighborhood Water Teams) Resource 
Guide and the Slow it, Spread it, Sink it, Store it Guide, for beneficial stormwater management, 
in addition to plentiful online and print resources. Both organizations frequently partner with 
private landowners, the Cities, the County, and Regional and State Parks to provide educational 
tours, land management demonstrations and restoration projects utilizing public volunteers 
while providing additional opportunities to discuss Plan efforts and future implementation.  

Disadvantaged and Climate-Vulnerable Community Outreach 
Runoff related environmental injustice issues affecting disadvantaged and climate vulnerable 
communities have been previously identified and are regularly discussed at the Water Agency’s 
Flood Control Advisory Committee meetings in Petaluma and Sonoma. The topic will be brought 
forward for specific engagement in subsequent TAC meetings.   

The TAC members have conducted project outreach in disadvantaged communities through in 
person meetings, community meetings and newsletters. The County of Sonoma, and Cities of 
Petaluma and Sonoma are actively engaged with an economically disadvantaged and climate 
vulnerable communities subject to repetitive flood loss and current flooding and work to 
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address these issues via community outreach, education and project proposals for capital 
improvements and programming. The Sonoma Ecology Center engaged with several community 
groups in Boyes Hot Springs and Rogers Creek to begin planning for storm water management 
projects that would benefit these disadvantaged communities. Mechanisms used include in 
person meetings, phone calls, and email exchanges with the Springs Community Alliance, La Luz 
Center, and Sonoma Valley Health Roundtable regarding BMPs such as tree planting, urban 
greening, and stormwater detention basins in the Springs area. SEC also met with and had 
phone and email conversations with representatives from the Creekside Village Homeowners 
Association about stormwater management projects along Rogers Creek. 

Disadvantaged and climate vulnerable communities will continue to be engaged through the 
mechanisms listed above and through individual outreach to organizations serving in these 
communities.  
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Schedule for Outreach and Engagement 
Initial publicly-noticed opportunities for input were provided via presentations at the Water 
Agency’s Flood Control Advisory Committee Meetings held in December 2016 and other 
meetings of the Sonoma Valley and Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Basin Advisory Committee 
Meetings. Updates on the Plan and opportunities for stakeholder involvement were also 
discussed at Zone 2A Flood Control Advisory Committee meeting on July 20, 2017.   

During Plan development, a joint Kick Off meeting convening collaborators from the Russian 
River SWRP and Southern Sonoma SWRP was held on February 27, 2017 to introduce the 
planning efforts and provide an early look at objectives and timelines. This meeting serves as 
TAC Meeting #1. Notices for TAC meetings were sent in advance to collaborators and posted 
online. The schedule for Southern Sonoma County SWRP TAC meetings is as listed below: 

• TAC Meeting #2- July 26, 2017  
• TAC Meeting #3- September 20, 2017  
• TAC Meeting #4- A date to be determined in January, 2018  
• Additional TAC meetings, as needed (dates TBD) 

 A public meeting was held on November 14, 2017 to gather input on the prioritization process 
and to provide an official call for projects to solicit opportunities from the public for 
consideration. The administrative draft review and comment period for the Plan is anticipated 
to begin in May, 2018 and will last approximately 30 days. The Plan will then be available for a 
public comment period, anticipated in July, 2018, that will last approximately 30 days. 

Schedule for Outreach and Engagement 
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Appendix A: List of Stakeholders Engaged 
Specific audiences engaged in the planning process are identified below. These audiences 
include: cities, government officials, landowners, public land managers, locally regulated 
commercial, agricultural and industrial stakeholders, non-governmental organizations, 
mosquito and vector control districts and the general public.  

Organization Type Watershed 

1st District Supervisor Government Sonoma 

5th District Supervisor Government Petaluma 

City of Petaluma Government Petaluma 

City of Sonoma Government Sonoma 

Daily Acts Non-Governmental Petaluma 

Friends of the Petaluma River Non-Governmental Petaluma 

Zone 2A Petaluma River Watershed- Flood 
Control Advisory Committee  

Government Petaluma 

Zone 3A Valley of the Moon - Flood Control 
Advisory Committee  

Government Sonoma 

Marin Sonoma Mosquito & Vector Control 
District 

Special District  Both 

Sonoma Ecology Center Non-Governmental Sonoma 

Sonoma County Regional Parks Government Both 

Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and 
Open Space District 

Government Both 

Sonoma Land Trust Non-Governmental Both 

Sonoma County Transportation and Public Works Government Both 

Valley of the Moon Water District Government Sonoma 

Sonoma Resource Conservation District Special District Both 

Sonoma County Permit Sonoma Government Both 
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Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory Non-Governmental N/A 

California State Parks  Government Both 

California State Water Resources Control Board Government N/A  

Sonoma County Farm Bureau Non-Governmental Both 

San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality 
Control Board 

Government Both 

Sonoma County Water Agency Government Both 

San Francisco Estuary Institute Non-Governmental Both  
Private landowners  Private Both  
Sonoma Valley Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency Board of Directors  

Government  Sonoma 

Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency Board of Directors  

Government  Petaluma  

Sonoma Valley Vintners and Growers Association 
 

Non-Governmental Sonoma 

Petaluma Gap Winegrowers Alliance 
 

Non-Governmental Petaluma 

Pacific Gas & Electric  
 

Private Both 

California Native Plant Society-Milo Baker 
Chapter 
 

Non-Governmental Both 

Community Alliance with Family 
Farmers/Farmer’s Guild 
 

Non-Governmental Both 

California Sustainable Winegrowing Alliance 
 

Non-Governmental Both 

Sonoma County Winegrape Commission 
 

Non-Governmental Both 

Permaculture Artisans 
 

Private Both 

Vineyard Management Companies Private Both 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service  Government Both 
Springs Community Alliance Non-Governmental Sonoma 
La Luz Center  Non-Governmental Sonoma 
Sonoma Valley Health Roundtable Non-Governmental Sonoma 
Creekside Village Homeowners Association Non-Governmental Sonoma 
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