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CF/15-3-25 Zone 3A Advisory Committee (ID 483) 
 
 

ZONE 3A ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

December 15, 2015 
 
Attendees: 
 

Nicki Artieres (NA) – Member John Meserve (JM)- Member 
Lynda Corrado (LC)- Member 

 Mark Newhouser (MN) – Sonoma Ecology 
Chris Pegg (CP)- Member (City) Ctr. 
Kent Gylfe (KG)- SCWA Bill Montini (BM)- public 
Susan Haydon (SH)- SCWA Jon Niehaus (JN)- SCWA 

Chase Takajo (CT)- SCWA 
Jay Jasperse (JJ)- SCWA  
Dan Takasugi (DT)- City of Sonoma  
Arthur Dawson (AT)- Baseline Consulting 

  
1. Opening/Introductions:  Meeting facilitated by Susan Haydon and called to order at 

2:05pm.  Susan Haydon cited public noticing of meeting in Press Democrat, Sonoma Index 
Tribune, SCWA website, SCWA and County offices.  All participants were self-introduced.  
SH welcomes newly appointed committee member, Lynda Corrado.   

2. Public Comment:  None 
 
3. Stream Maintenance Program:   

A. Chase Takajo gave a presentation on SCWA’s Stream Maintenance Program 
highlighting: a) program goals and Water Agency’s priorities in Zone 3A, b) guidelines for 
conducting stream maintenance and key stream reaches and areas of responsibility, and 
c) three main activities:  vegetation management, sediment removal, and streambank 
stabilization.  CT described approach to stream maintenance pursuant to permit 
restrictions and what activities the Agency is authorized to conduct.  Water Agency 
welcomes calls and requests for maintenance.  Priority to widen work to natural channels.  

B. Work conducted during 2015 season focused on maintenance activities on Fryer, 
Nathanson, Schell and Rogers Creeks. Ludwigia was removed by hand and in part by 
Sonoma Youth Ecology Corps crews.   

C. JN provides an overview of the Natural Channels Program and notes that the Water 
Agency is currently seeking permit authority to work in natural channels including private 
lands in both Sonoma and Petaluma areas.  Folks in the rural areas don’t always have 
the means to obtain individual, property specific permits.  He describes the proposed type 
of work which could be authorized in areas beyond current stream reaches either owned 
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or under easement by the Water Agency.  Work activities under the Natural Channel 
Program would be limited to bioengineering type of activities including: installation of 
native plants, willow walls/wattles, vegetation thinning and limbing. Sediment removal 
would not be included in this Natural Channels permit program.  Sediment removal would 
require separate and specific permits from county, state, and federal regulatory agencies.   

4. Current Projects:   
A. KG provided overview of current projects and their status.   
B. Stormwater Management/Groundwater Recharge Initiative: This is a broader initiative that 

Water Agency and partners are actively engaged in, state grant funded.  City Watersheds 
and Upper Sonoma Creek Channel Maintenance project came out of the scoping study 
(first phase of Initiative).  Water Agency hopes to be able to enter into an agreement with 
consultant this summer to develop the next step, Feasibility Study.  The Study will look at 
potential sites and determine feasibility for implementation.  

C. Upper Sonoma Creek Channel Maintenance (Adobe Canyon Project):  MN reported that 
SEC is working with neighbors to develop a concept design for flood management with 
current outreach focused on removing debris jams.  Neighbors feel vulnerable to recurrent 
flooding due to considerable sedimentation.    

D. City Watersheds Project: KG explained revised project description and elements for flood 
protection, storm drainage improvement, and habitat enhancement. Revised project 
description focuses on 1st Street West drainage improvements, underground stormwater 
capture (about 3 acre feet storage) on county property near Sonoma Veterans Memorial 
Hall.  The proposed underground storage basin would be owned and maintained by the 
City.  The Water Agency is working closely on designs with City of Sonoma, Sonoma 
Ecology Center and the community.  Grant funding from Department of Water Resources 
($1.9M) is in jeopardy if an acceptable project is not identified in timely manner. Zone 
funds would provide the required matching funds.  Per grant agreement, implementation 
schedule requires completion by 2019.  Partners include: City of Sonoma and SEC.   

E. Sonoma Valley Integrated Water Management:  This project is envisioned to serve as 
Second Phase to Stormwater/Groundwater Initiative.   

F. Sonoma Garden Park, Low Impact Development (LID): MN explained LID features being 
installed at the Sonoma Garden Park, a 6-acre park owned by the City and managed by 
SEC.    An interpretive display will be erected at the Garden Park to educate and orient 
visitors to the LID and stormwater management techniques. These techniques assist in 
flood management on a smaller, property by property scale and serve as a living 
demonstration site, open to the public.   

G. Runoff Source Reduction/Watershed Strategy Summary:  MN gave overview of work in 
progress of developing GIS based runoff source mapping at a micro-watershed scale. 
Objective is to identify high potential areas of runoff and match them with appropriate best 
management practices.  Next step is to finalize the analysis and outreach brochure.  

H. Sonoma Creek & Tributaries Debris Management: MN reports that SEC continues to 
remove debris and conduct vegetation management throughout the watershed including 
removal of woody debris, tree trimming, and trash removal (i.e. mattresses).  SEC has 
removed log jams on Yulupa and Felder Creeks.   

I. Historical Hydrology of Sonoma Valley:  Arthur Dawson, Baseline Consulting, contractor 
to Sonoma Ecology Center, presented work involving research, mapping and cartography 
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developed to portray historical patterns and changes in hydrology and wetlands.  Mapping 
of these channels and vegetation types can be helpful to expand our understanding of 
watershed characteristics and inform current studies underway in surface 
water/stormwater and groundwater management. Two to four times more sediment today 
than in 1850’s and change in climate worsens conditions.    

 
5. Fiscal Year 2016/17 Budget:   

A. SH distributed the proposed budget for fiscal year 16-17 and provided overview of budget 
categories.  KG described various line item appropriations for Zone 3A operational 
services and projects. 

B. KG noted that nearly half of this year’s budgeted expenditures are for operation services 
(stream maintenance and related). No major changes are proposed to operational budget, 
maintaining same levels. MT notes that generally, most tax money is expended on stream 
maintenance with some allowance of expenditures on capital projects, such as City 
Watersheds that provide greatest multiple benefit to the community and where state and 
other funds can be significantly leveraged.    

C. SH presented proposed budget item for $100,000 to prepare Storm Water Resource Plan 
compliant with State Water Resources Control Board Guidelines for purposes of 
collaborative, watershed based planning and to obtain future state funding for 
implementation.  The Water Agency and partners intend to apply for state funding under 
Prop 1 Water Bond funds in Spring 2016 to develop a Storm Water Resources Plan for 
Sonoma Creek watershed.   

D. SH notes Water Agency continues to work on developing agreements on previously 
approved projects to eliminate the contracting backlog and initiate these efforts.    

E. Nicki Artieres motioned to recommend approval of the FY 2016/17 budget as presented.  
Motion seconded by Lynda Corrado.  Motion carried.      
 
 

6. Reports/Comments:  KG thanks Susan Haydon for managing many of the projects and 
agreements and for her role in administering the Advisory Committee and meetings.  He 
acknowledges the new members and appreciates the attendance of all community members 
and city representatives to achieve a quorum, noting lack of quorum in recent years past due 
to member vacancies.  JJ provides update on Sonoma Valley’s Groundwater Management 
Program and notes that over 150 wells are now monitored, voluntarily.  This began with 35 
wells and grew over 5 years to 150 wells to help inform planning.  Regulations are coming 
with the state’s Sustainable Groundwater Management Act and in another year and half, 
there will be another agency.   

 
7. Public Comment:  None  

A.  
8. Next Meeting:  Annual meeting.  Date to be determined. 
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