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Minutes 
  

FLOOD CONTROL ZONE 3A- Valley of the Moon Watershed 
 ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

December 15, 2016 ~ 2:00PM 
  
ATTENDEES:  
Nicki Artieres (NA) – Member    Dan Takasugi (DT), Member (City of Sonoma)   
John Meserve (JM)- Member    Caitlin Cornwall (CC)- Sonoma Ecology Center 
Lynda Corrado (LC)- Member    Mark Newhouser (MN) – Sonoma Ecology Center 
Chris Pegg (CP)- Member (City of Sonoma) Arthur Dawson (AT)- Baseline Consulting 
Kent Gylfe (KG)- SCWA     Bill Montini (BM)- Public  
Susan Haydon (SH)- SCWA    Jon Niehaus (JN)- SCWA  
Chase Takajo (CT)- SCWA     Kara Kelly (KK)- SCWA 
 
1. OPENING/INTRODUCTIONS:  Meeting facilitated by Susan Haydon (SH) and called to order at 

2:05pm.  Susan Haydon acknowledged the public noticing of meeting in Press Democrat, Sonoma 
Index Tribune, SCWA website, and SCWA offices. All committee members, staff and members of the 
public were self-introduced.  A quorum of committee members was met.  SH announced 
appointment of new member, Dr. Andrew Sawicki, who was unable to attend.  

2. PUBLIC COMMENT:  None  

3. STREAM MAINTENANCE PROGRAM:    
A. Chase Takajo (CT) gave a presentation on SCWA’s Stream Maintenance Program highlighting: a) 

program goals and Water Agency’s priorities in Zone 3A, b) guidelines for conducting stream 
maintenance and key stream reaches and areas of Agency responsibility, and c) three main 
activities:  vegetation management, sediment removal, and streambank stabilization.  CT described 
approach to stream maintenance pursuant to federal, state and local regulatory restrictions and 
described the maintenance activities the Agency is authorized to conduct pursuant to its permit. 
The Water Agency welcomes calls and requests for maintenance as citizens can help bring needs 
and issues to Agency attention.     

B. Work conducted during 2016 season focused on maintenance activities using an integrated weed 
management approach on Fryer, Nathanson, and Rodgers Creeks. Ludwigia was removed by hand 
and in part by Sonoma Youth Ecology Corps crews. 

C. The Natural Channels Program work will now allow specific work by the Water Agency on natural 
channels and extends our work beyond engineered and modified channels that the Agency has 
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permits to conduct work.  The Natural Channels Program work is limited to bioengineering type of 
activities including: installation of native plants, willow walls/wattles, vegetation thinning and 
limbing, erosion protection, and trash removal.   

D. Discussion followed on the removal of instream obstructions and the allowance of these activities 
on a case-by-case, discretionary basis in consultation with Dept. of Fish and Wildlife.  Sonoma Creek 
is freshwater shrimp habitat and, as such, great care must be taken on decisions to remove 
anything from the water way. Water quality impairments due to illegal camping near creeks was 
discussed and the Water Agency confirmed they do not have a role on private property nor reaches 
that are not Agency owned or managed.  Discussion held on use of herbicides.  The Water Agency 
and the Sonoma Ecology Center both apply very small amounts of aquatically safe herbicide and 
take care to apply at the proper time, only focusing on invasive species, with application pursuant 
to regulations. 

4. CURRENT PROJECTS:    
Kent Gylfe (KG) provided overview of current projects and their status. The Agency continues to focus 
on Stormwater Management/Groundwater Recharge initiative with plans to conduct future modeling 
and determine feasibility for siting and developing concept designs for multiple benefit project types.   
 
Prop 1E Flood Protection funds from Department of Water Resources, initially directed at City 
Watersheds flood management project, has been forfeited due to Sonoma community opposition.  
This DWR grant funding is being reallocated to Flood Zone 2A- Petaluma River watershed to address 
key flood protection objectives in the Denman Reach of the Petaluma River.   

A. SONOMA ECOLOGY CENTER PROJECTS  
i Runoff Source Reduction/Watershed Strategy Summary:  Caitlin Cornwall (CC) gave 

overview of work in progress of developing GIS based runoff source mapping at a micro-
watershed scale. Objective is to identify high potential areas of runoff and match them 
with appropriate best management practices.  Next step is to finalize the analysis and 
outreach brochure.   

ii Community Based Creek Stewardship Program: CC reported that the SEC received 
funding from Water Agency and the Rose Foundation to develop a model neighborhood 
based program to engage citizens in flood protection, stormwater management, and 
creek stewardship.  Activities include: creating outreach materials and conducting 
neighborhood meetings on water stewardship.  The program is called “NeWTs”, 
Neighborhood Water Teams.  

iii Site Assessment and Outreach for Flood Management Projects: Objectives are to 
identify the most appropriate sites in the Upper Nathanson Creek watershed for flood 
management measures, establish contact with landowners and to secure permissions 
from willing landowners to construct measures to reduce flood risk and damage.  

iv Nathanson Creek Preserve Restoration: Mark Newhouser (MN) reported that 1,300 
plants have been propagated for restoration work along with planned bank stabilization, 
sediment reduction, and debris management.   

v Upper Sonoma Creek Channel Maintenance (Adobe Canyon Project):  MN reported that 
SEC is working with neighbors to develop a concept design for flood management with 
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current outreach focused on removing debris jams. Neighbors feel vulnerable to 
recurrent flooding due to considerable sedimentation.     

vi Sonoma Garden Park, Low Impact Development (LID): MN explained LID features being 
installed at the Sonoma Garden Park, a 6-acre park owned by the City and managed by 
SEC. An interpretive display will be erected at the Garden Park to educate and orient 
visitors to the LID and stormwater management techniques. These techniques assist in 
flood management on a smaller, property-by-property scale and serve as a living 
demonstration site, open to the public.    

vii Sonoma Creek & Tributaries Debris Management: MN reports that SEC continues to 
remove debris and conduct vegetation management throughout the watershed including 
removal of woody debris, tree trimming, and trash removal (i.e. mattresses).  SEC has 
removed log jams on Yulupa and Felder Creeks.    

viii Historical Hydrology of Sonoma Valley:  Arthur Dawson, Baseline Consulting, contractor 
to Sonoma Ecology Center, presented work documenting the historical hydrology of the 
Sonoma Creek watershed. Arthur Dawson inquired about future funding opportunities to 
complete second phase of investigation.   

  

 

5. FISCAL YEAR 2017/18 BUDGET:    
A. SH distributed the proposed budget for fiscal year 17-18 and provided overview of budget 

categories. KG described various line item appropriations for Zone 3A operational services and 
projects.   

B. SH described that the future funding priorities for the limited funds are envisioned as follows: 1) 
Stream maintenance for existing flood control channels, 2) future expanded maintenance activities 
associated with new programmatic permits for Natural Channels and modified channels, 3) 
modeling efforts to better understand and identify flood hazards throughout Zone 3A, 4) pursuit 
of multi-benefit projects and associated matching funds that can leverage Zone funds to achieve 
greater benefits/service to community, and 5) preservation of prudent reserve for emergency 
response to major storm/flood events.  

C. KG noted that nearly half of this year’s budgeted expenditures are for operation services (stream 
maintenance and related). No major changes are proposed to operational budget, maintaining 
same levels for expenditures.  

D. SH notes Water Agency continues to work on developing agreements on previously approved 
projects to eliminate the contracting backlog and initiate these efforts. 

E. Nicki requested to have more information on Arthur Dawson’s funding needs for phase two of the 
historical ecology modeling and mapping.  

F. Dan Takasugi motioned to recommend approval of the FY 2017/18 budget as presented. Motion 
seconded by Nicki Artieres. Motion carried.  

6. REPORTS/COMMENTS:   
A. KG thanks Susan Haydon for managing many of the projects and agreements and for her role in 

administering the Advisory Committee and meetings.  He acknowledges the new members and 
appreciates the attendance of all community members and city representatives to achieve a 
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quorum, noting lack of quorum has been a challenge in recent years due to member vacancies 
coupled with occasional absences.  

B. SH reports that the Water Agency was granted $484,627 by the State Water Resources Control 
Board through Proposition 1 grant to develop a Southern Sonoma Storm Water Resource Plan for 
the south county watersheds of Sonoma Creek and Petaluma River.  Plan development will be led 
by the Water Agency using a collaborative approach.  A Technical Advisory Committee will be 
established and comprised of the City of Sonoma, Sonoma Ecology Center, Valley of the Moon 
Water District and Sonoma RCD, among other countywide agencies and organizations.  All of the 
collaborators will provide data and input to the Plan.  Limited field investigations will also be 
conducted as part of the Plan development to evaluate groundwater conditions with the 
objective to learn more about permeability and potential for recharge in the two watersheds.  
Plan development is a public process and all stakeholders will be invited to identify multiple-
benefit stormwater projects.  The projects should have a stormwater capture and water quality 
nexus, as these are the drivers pursuant to the State’s grant program.  The completed Plan will be 
prepared to compliant with State Guidelines (available on Water Agency and State websites) and 
when adopted, watershed partners with identified and prioritized projects could be eligible to 
seek future Prop 1 funds for implementation in Round 2.  The State’s timing for Round 2 
Implementation is late summer, early fall 2018. 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT:  None    

 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

8. NEXT MEETING:  Annual meeting.  Date to be determined.  


