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Minutes 
 

FLOOD CONTROL ZONE 2A – Petaluma River Watershed 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

March 24, 2016  ~  2:00 P.M. 
City of Petaluma- Water Resources Office 

202 No. Mc Dowell Blvd., Petaluma CA  
 
 

Attendees:   
 
Ted Cabral, Chairman   Ned Orrett, member  Bob Martin, member  
John FitzGerald, member  Andy Rodgers, member  Teresa Barrett, City Council rep 
Kent Gylfe, SCWA   Susan Haydon, SCWA  Jon Neihaus, SCWA 
Chase Takajo, SCWA   Lloyd Cook, SCWA  Erica Ahmann-Smithies, City 
Fred Chapman, City   Anya Starovoytov, SRCD Sandi Potter, PRMD 
Rick Savel, public   Chuck Striplen, SFEI  Teri Shore, Greenbelt Alliance 
Neil Hancock, public   Jenny Blaker, public  Stephanie Bastianon, Friends Pet River 
Emily Clark, SFEI   Sean Baumgarten, SFEI  Aiden Henry, public 
Lucas Walton, PCI        
 
 

1. OPENING/INTRODUCTIONS   
Chairman Ted Cabral called meeting to order at 2pm.  Committee member Craig Jacobsen, excused. Chairman Cabral 
expresses his regret in missing previous meeting.  He attended an important public hearing on renewable energy in 
Sacramento with Director of US Bureau of Land Management.  Susan Haydon notes that the meeting has been noticed to 
the public via Water Agency website, two local newspapers, and public posting at offices of: County Clerk, City Hall and 
Water Resources Department, and Water Agency.   

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Rick Savel noted that Leland Fishman, property owner on Industrial Drive, observed relief from flooding during recent 
storms. Mr. Fishman did not experience typical flooding this year and credits the Water Agency’s stream maintenance 
work for adequate flood capacity and conveyance.   
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes of the December 10, 2015 meeting were approved as submitted.  Andy Rodgers, motioned to approve with 
second from Bob Martin.    

 

4. ZONE 2A/3A NATURAL CHANNELS MAINTENANCE PROJECT 
Jon Niehaus, Water Agency Stream Maintenance Coordinator, appreciates the acknowledgement of the Agency’s 
maintenance work and notes the positive feedback on its effectiveness.  Jon updated the Committee on the CEQA 
process associated with the Natural Channels Maintenance Project, noting that the CEQA document has been approved 
by the Board of Supervisors with a pending approval in April by the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control 
Board.  Review is underway by California Department of Fish & Wildlife with approval pending.  With permit compliance 
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on schedule to date, there is a good chance to be able to conduct work under this new program in the upcoming season.  
Committee discussed limited activities allowed via permit under this program with sediment removal one of the excluded 
activities.  
 
Ted Cabral notes that silt remains a problem in Petaluma River at Corona Road.  Rick Savel notes that the recent work 
conducted under the Penngrove Bridge on Lichau Creek looks good and has been performed satisfactorily.   
 
 

5. PETALUMA STREAM GAUGE INSTALLATION AND ALERT SYSTEM UPGRADE 
A presentation on the new gauges was given by Erica Ahmann-Smithies, City of Petaluma.  26 rainfall gauges and 25 
stream gauges were installed with Zone 2A funding.  Gauges measure rainfall totals up to 30 days and can be monitored 
in real time.  Fred Chapman, City of Petaluma, monitors rainfall amounts and duration with 0.2-inch frequency change 
with ability to monitor graphs real time.   City is participating in two-county, coordinated, multiple agency upgrade of 
gauges in the Alert System.  This system purports 99% error free, with no data loss.  Bob Martin commends the City on 
the good work and notes appreciation for the installation of these vital measurement tools and public notification 
system.  System could be modified to Alert System such as flash flood watch from National Weather Service and could be 
sent out to public with ready available info to businesses. This spring, City is upgrading data speed and reliability from 
DSL to Comcast.   Ted Cabral thanks City for system upgrades and Water Agency for funding noting that he has seen 
many improvements since his tenure on the committee including technology, maintenance, and studies that plan and 
address the future.     Neil Hancock, has used this data to inform in presentations to City of Cotati.  Neil suggests cloud 
based data for future.   
 

6. INTRODUCTION TO STUDY OF HISTORICAL HYDROLOGY IN PETALUMA WATERSHED 
Anya Starovoytov, Resource Planner, Sonoma Resource Conservation District (SRCD), introduced the Historical Hydrology 
project describing its scope, funding from USEPA, partners, and timeline.  Project will produce historical record of 
hydrology and ecological information for the purposes of prioritizing future wetland restoration and flood alleviation 
efforts in the Petaluma River Watershed.  SRCD is administering the grant funding and convening technical advisory 
committee (TAC) to develop information.  San Francisco Estuary Institute is leading the research and mapping effort 
following accepted protocols.  Project entails rapid assessment methods for wetlands, large scale watershed planning, 
and mapping historical records dating back from 150 years including historical maps, surveys and photomosaics. Chuck 
Striplen, Environmental Scientist, San Francisco Estuary Institute, presented the approach, scope, and data sources used 
to create historical ecology records via SFEI’s Resilient Landscapes Program.  Historical hydrology and ecological 
information serve as an important foundation to inform future planning efforts and help understand flood history, 
extent, depth of frequency, and to adapt to climate change.   Project completion expected by December 2017.  USEPA 
project manager is Jared Volmer.   SRCD invites any interested members to join the TAC to advise or aid in providing 
historical resources.  Susan Haydon promoted working together and welcomes TAC members to future Zone 2A Advisory 
Committee meeting for progress update and share information.        
 

7. COMMUNITY SEPARATORS 
Sandi Potter, Environmental Planning Manager, Permit & Resource Management Department (PRMD), gave a 
presentation on the County’s current Community Separators project which involves two concurrent actions: 1) 
consideration of new and expanded areas for community separator designation under the County’s General Plan and 
prepare related policies and amendment, and 2) prepare ballot measure for November 2016 to extend the current 
requirement for voter-approval of any amendments that increase development intensity or reduce boundaries of 
community separators and apply protections to separators between unincorporated communities.  Ms. Potter provided 
background on history and function of separators and explained context and purposes of urban growth boundaries and 
greenbelts, distinctly separate designations.  The Board of Supervisors prefer term expansion to 30-years.  PRMD will host 
a community workshop to discuss Community Separators on April 13, 4pm at Lucchesi Community Center where PRMD 
seeks community input.  Community member Rick Savel, illuminated issues of UGB/separator policy inconsistencies 
(timing and area coverage) and opportunities to address policy consistency to further provide for drainage and flood 
alleviation, protecting Zone 2A watershed by including key Valley House Drive area parcel.   Discussion held covering 
issues of limiting development and continued establishment of UGB’s, groundwater recharge potential and groundwater 
resources, role of ag and rural lands for drainage and recharge, flood management and runoff patterns near watershed 
divides and value of separators in addition to simply scenic values or separators of open space between communities.   
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Chair Cabral supports the role of the separators and need to update policies, he also recognizes the County’s need to 
plan for future population growth and address the needs for affordable housing and transportation networks.  Ned 
Orrett notes that our communities are beginning to wake up to the responsibility of planning comprehensively for land 
use and natural resources.       

 
8. REPORTS/COMMENTS 

Susan Haydon noted that interviews were underway by Dr. William Eisenstein, UC Berkeley researcher, who will be 
querying community representatives on non-engineering criteria and issues relating to developing multiple spatial 
criteria for stormwater capture, treatment and release type projects.  Due to heavy demands on Water Agency survey 
crews, the survey work associated with the Upper Petaluma Flood Control Project has been delayed.  The first tier survey 
work has been completed by Water Agency and submitted to RMC.  Susan Haydon reported that Water Agency, in 
collaboration with 10 multiple partners recently submitted an application for Prop 1 grant funding from the State Water 
Board to develop a Stormwater Resources Plan for southern Sonoma County, includes Petaluma watershed.  The state 
fund request was for $484,627, with a 50% match share contributed from the collaborating entities.  A compliant plan 
with qualitative data metrics and prioritized projects is now required in order to apply for future state funds for 
implementation (design and construction) of future detention facilities.   
 
Erica Ahmann- Smithies, provided brief update on Zone 2A funded projects including: Petaluma River Flood Control 
Project (federal sponsor, USACE), Capri Creek Flood Capacity and Habitat Enhancement, and Denman Reach Flood 
Terrace Phase 3.  Project updates included the proposed funded projects (ALERT2 Stream Gauge Upgrade) and additional 
projects in the City’s Capital Improvement Plan and other surface water projects.  City’s project update report attached.  
 
Stephanie Bastianon, Executive Director of Friends of the Petaluma River, provided an update on the Petaluma River 
clean-up held in 2015 where over 200 volunteers removed over 5,600 lbs. of trash in 14 key locations.  The Friends 
continue to expand relationships with civic groups and have increased cleanup locations from 8 to 14.  A Spring Clean-up 
is scheduled for May 7 and the Fall Clean-up is scheduled for Sept. 17, coinciding with statewide Coastal Cleanup Day.  
The Friends are adding trash clean-up events to Watershed Atlas and have been increasing their education and outreach 
efforts working closely with Sonoma RCD and greater community.   Chairman Cabral notes appreciation for the continued 
and expanded good work that the Friends do and their role in the community.   
 
Anya Starovoytov, Sonoma RCD shared relevant activities which include:  1) submitted a proposal to Coastal Conservancy 
for funding for rainwater capture and nutrient management for 3 Petaluma dairies, 2) under Zone 2A funds are working 
with Susan on developing agreement for determining feasibility/design concepts for sediment capture/basin on Adobe 
Creek, and 3) conducting LandSmart plans (conservation plans for ag producers) which can include carbon farming.  SRCD 
is expecting more Petaluma area farmers to participate in future.   
 
No reports from committee members.  

 

9. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Teri Shore, Executive Director of Greenbelt Alliance thanked the committee for hearing the informational item on 
Community Separators and agrees that affordable housing is a critical issue.  She shared fact sheets on UGB’s and 
Community Separators and recommends that public comment be based on scientific perspective, noting that water 
resource management is key factors that should be included in this current discussion before the voters.   
 
Jenny Blaker, formerly with Cotati Creek Critters and working with Greenbelt Alliance on these issues, notes that the 
Cotati urban growth boundary is relevant to future planning and flood management.  She supports a greenbelt between 
Rohnert Park and Cotati.  She shared photos of flooding from February 14, 2016 storm and notes that community 
separators and their unimproved, lower density development provides some level of stormwater management and she is 
a proponent of increasing impermeable surfaces and LID.  She notes that historical records from 1800’s portray this 
Railroad Ave. area as flood prone. Ms. Blaker notes that the Cotati City Council is in favor of community separator 
extension.      
 
Ted Cabral notes that the Upper Petaluma Flood Control Project’s purpose is to address these issues and provide feasible 
solutions to flood management focused in the upper watershed.   John FitzGerald reports that there has been recurrent 
flooding in Railroad Avenue area and that expansive clays can contribute to low permeability and flood conditions.    
 



4 
 

Rick Savel reports on considerable flood hazard from upper watershed stream, Cold Springs Creek.  He notes the location 
of the stream in an area where watershed crossover drainage occurs, diverting waters from watershed to another, 
specifically into Zone 2A during the New Years 05/06 storm.   He suggests regular inspection of condition of Cold Springs 
Creek in order to determine need for debris, sediment or vegetation management activities in order to reduce this 
streams contribution to flooding in Penngrove area.  Discussion held on issues of gaining access to private land and 
access protocols and possible access via Fairfield-Osborne Preserve.  Jon Niehaus notes that this area could be added to 
list of creeks to be reviewed and assessed periodically, acknowledging accessibility will need to be addressed.    
 
 

 

10. NEXT MEETING 
The next Advisory Committee meeting is tentatively scheduled for July 21.  Meeting adjourned 4:40pm.  


