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Minutes 
FLOOD CONTROL ZONE 2A – Petaluma River Watershed 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
July 20, 2017  ~  2:00 P.M. 

 
ATTENDEES: 
John FitzGerald, Vice Chair, member  Dr. William Eisenstein, UC Berkeley 
Ned Orrett, member    Kent Gylfe, SCWA        
Teresa Barrett, member    Rick Savel, Public 
Jason Beatty, City of Petaluma   Chase Takajo, SCWA   
Kara Kelly, SCWA     Susan Haydon, SCWA      
Anya Starovoytov, Sonoma RCD  Wayne Haydon, California Geological Survey  
Sean Baumgarten, San Francisco Estuary Institute 
   

 

1. OPENING/INTRODUCTIONS   
John FitzGerald convened the meeting. Susan Haydon (SH) acknowledged the posting of public 
meeting notice in two newspapers, Press Democrat and Argus Courier, SCWA website, and offices of 
SCWA, City of Petaluma, and Clerk of County of Sonoma.  Committee members absent: Ted Cabral, 
Craig Jacobsen, Bob Martin, and Andy Rodgers.   

2. PUBLIC COMMENT   
Rick Savel reported on community separators near the City of Rohnert Park. There is a discrepancy 
between the urban growth boundary line mapped south of Valley House Drive. 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A quorum was not present to approve minutes. 
 

4. PROJECT UPDATES 
A. Upper Petaluma Flood Control Project: First and significant portion of survey work (first tier) has 

been performed by Agency crews and data delivered to consultant, Woodard & Curran.  Due to 
critical Water Agency construction projects, survey crews were unable to perform remaining 
survey work. Water Agency amended the contract with Woodard & Curran to perform this work 
in timely manner and move forward to complete the modeling and screening analyses. Survey 
crews have been out since June and currently performing the work.   

B. Lichau Creek Modeling and Feasibility Study: A coordination meeting was held in May 2017 in 
concert with Upper Petaluma Modeling/Feasibility study. Survey methods and survey locations 
are aligned with both studies. The scope of work includes survey of 2.5 mile reach on Lichau 



Creek to develop accurate topography and integrate with new LiDAR mapping. Based on this 
foundational info, Water Agency consultant, Prunuske Chatham Inc., will develop an approach to 
future modeling and look at alternatives for flood reduction in this sub-watershed.   

C. Petaluma River Flood Mgmt. & Enhancement Project (Prop 1E-Denman Reach): DWR amended 
the Water Agency’s grant agreement in May to include flood reduction work on Denman and 
Payran elements.  The proposed work includes: flood terracing or retention on Denman Reach, 
acquisition of flood prone parcel, habitat enhancement, and sediment removal under the Corona 
Road bridge.  The City will manage and implement the efforts.  Work under this grant agreement, 
essentially fulfills the long-standing Phase 1V flood protection improvements envisioned by the 
City’s General Plan, Capital Plans and River Access Plan. John FitzGerald requested that river 
dredging be added as a discussion item for next meeting.  

D. Storm Water Resource Plan: Water Agency was awarded a $485,000 in State Grant funds from 
the State Water Resources Control Board in 2016.  The purpose of the funds is to prepare a Plan 
compliant with new state guidelines which identify and prioritize multi-benefit stormwater 
capture and dry weather runoff projects. Upon execution of the contract in April, Water Agency 
established a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), developed a draft Plan document outline, 
project schedule and hired a consultant, ESA Associates.  Water Agency staff is currently 
compiling data, developing planning approach to screen and prioritize projects.  Will hold at least 
3 TAC meetings (July 26, Sept, Jan) and a public meeting (late Sept/Oct). An administrative Draft  
Plan will be submitted to the Grantor in May 2018 and be available for public review and 
comment in June/July.  The committee will receive regular status updates on the development of 
the Plan.   

5. STREAM MAINTENANCE PROGRAM  
A. Program Overview: Chase Takajo presented an overview of stream maintenance work 

conducted in spring/fall season and gave an update on the work planned for the 2017 field 
season. There was discussion on the ability to determine the net effects of the maintenance work 
and interest in developing a scoring system or method to convey effectiveness.      

B. Spring/Summer Stream Maintenance Work Objectives: The program goal is to maintain river 
and creek reaches to maximize flood conveyance and support native vegetation using a light 
touch of routine annual maintenance performed in spring/summer season. Crews from Sonoma 
Youth Ecology Corps were involved in plantings of native vegetation.   

C. 2017 Sediment Removal performed: Sediment was removed in select reaches of the following 
tributary streams: Corona Creek, Washington Creek, East Fork McDowell Creek, Adobe Creek, 
and Lichau Creek. 

D. 2017 Vegetation Maintenance performed:  Vegetation maintenance activities (brush removal, 
thinning, limbing, planting) were performed in the following: Adobe Creek, Corona Creek, Corona 
Creek Trib, East Washington Creek, Washington Creek, Petaluma River, Lichau Creek 
 

6. MULTI CRITERIA SUITABILITY ANALYSIS FOR STORMWATER CAPTURE, TREATMENT AND REUSE- 
Informational Item 
Dr. William Eisenstein, Executive Director for UC Berkeley’s Center for Resource Efficient 
Communities gave a presentation on research project.  UC Berkeley, is an active academic partner 
along with the Water Agency (as industry partner) in the national ReNUWIt program to engage in 
research and implementation projects that address urban stormwater management.  Dr. Eisenstein 
shared the results of his interviews and analyses which focused on identifying the issues and barriers 
of siting and implementing stormwater capture projects beyond the geotechnical and engineering 
factors. The Petaluma watershed and interviews with stakeholders served as a research case 
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example to develop and test the use GIS criteria and mapping of stakeholder input.  There is interest 
by Water Agency and UCB to further test this type of analyses in a project-based, current 
stormwater planning and siting scenario.   
 

7. HISTORICAL HYDROLOGY OF THE PETALUMA WATERSHED-Informational Item 
A presentation was given on preliminary historical research study and mapping by Anya Starovoytov, 
Sonoma RCD, and Sean Baumgarten, San Francisco Estuary Institute (SFEI).  The committee discussed 
some of the historical sources and initial findings and thanked the presenters for the interesting and 
informative presentation noting that the historical hydrologic information is useful to inform what 
we know and continue to study in terms of water availability and, surface and groundwater 
resources, habitats, etc.  The SFEI report will be available online in December, with a free download 
on the website. A public workshop will be planned to present the findings.  
 

8. REPORTS AND COMMENTS   
John FitzGerald attended and enjoyed the SCWA Flood Protection tour, held in March.   A series of 
Flood Control Advisory Committee tours are being planned and will be noticed for members to visit 
active projects.  
 

9. COPELAND CREEK FLOODING: Copeland Creek at Lichau Rd, near Cold Springs Rd, avulsed in January 
and TPW responded with road closures and emergency work. Supervisors David Rabbitt and Susan 
Gorin held a community meeting in April to hear from landowners and talk about the issues, with 
presentations from Sonoma County Transportation & Public Works, Water Agency, Sonoma RCD and 
Sonoma State University (SSU). To address the complex flooding issues, a Multi-agency Assessment 
Team was created (includes: cities of Petaluma & Rohnert Park, County Board of Supervisors, County 
Transportation & Public Works, Water Agency, Sonoma RCD, and SSU) to focus on understanding the 
cause, the impacts, and potential solutions.  On July 6, the Assessment Team met for first time to 
discuss needed information to assess Copeland Creek’s impacts.  Over next several months, the 
Assessment Team will look at potential sources of funding for studies.  Based on experience with 
other similar situations involving less complicated creek dynamics, it may take several years of study 
to understand the mechanics and magnitude of the flooding before potential solutions can be 
determined and then implemented. Kent Gylfe noted that recommendations may come to the 
Committee to commit funds towards these studies.   It was further noted that input from 
landowners and stakeholders is important and landowners will be kept abreast of work as it 
progresses.  

 
10. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Rick Savel commented that the proposed project from Public Works to study Railroad Avenue 
overlaps with the Copeland, Lichau and Upper Petaluma Flood Control work.  
 

11. NEXT MEETING  
December 7 or 14 is proposed to approve recommended FY 18-19 budget.  JF made a request to 
discuss officer elections at the next meeting.  


