
Notice of Availability/Intent To Adopt 
Initial Study and Negative Declaration 

for the 
Green Valley Creek High Flow Channel Project 

Public Review Period:  
June 22, 2018 to July 24, 2018 

INTRODUCTION 
The Sonoma County Water Agency (Water Agency) is the Lead Agency under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Green Valley Creek High 
Flow Channel Project (Proposed Project). The Water Agency has prepared a Draft Initial 
Study and Negative Declaration (IS/ND) for the project in accordance with CEQA. An 
electronic copy of the Draft IS/ND is available at www.scwa.ca.gov/environmental-
documents. Hard copies of the Draft IS/ND are available for purchase by request at 707-
547-1900 or at the Water Agency’s administrative office (404 Aviation Boulevard, Santa
Rosa). Hard copies are also available for public viewing at the following locations:

 Sonoma County Water Agency: 404 Aviation Blvd Santa Rosa, CA 95403
 Sebastopol Regional Library: 7140 Bodega Avenue, Sebastopol, CA 95472

An Initial Study is a preliminary analysis of a project’s potential environmental impacts 
used to determine whether a Negative Declaration or an Environmental Impact Report 
will be prepared. The Initial Study document is intended to provide a clear understanding 
of the environmental impacts associated with the construction and operation of the 
proposed project for decision-makers, responsible and trustee agencies under CEQA, 
and the public. If an Initial Study identifies potentially significant impacts but the project is 
modified or revised to clearly mitigate the impacts, a Mitigated Negative Declaration may 
be prepared. If an Initial Study concludes that a project may have a significant effect on 
the environment, an Environmental Impact Report should be prepared. 

PROJECT LOCATION 

The Proposed Project is within the section of Green Valley Creek adjacent to Green Valley 
Road, located in western Sonoma County near the City of Sebastopol. The project area 
is bordered by Green Valley Road and vineyards to the east and agricultural lands to the 
west (Figure 1).  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Green Valley Creek periodically floods Green Valley Road, resulting in hazardous driving 
conditions, damage to the roadway and adjacent farmland, and fish and wildlife 
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strandings. Flooding has increased in magnitude, frequency, and duration from recent 
accumulation of sediment. The purpose of this Proposed Project is to lessen recurrent 
flooding of Green Valley Road and adjacent property by excavating and maintaining 
channels to accommodate storm flows. Although there would be temporary disturbance 
to fish and wildlife and their habitats, there are long-term benefits including increased 
aquatic habitat, riparian restoration, fewer strandings, and reduced degradation of 
habitats downstream from sedimentation.  

The Proposed Project is intended to improve flood capacity within this section of Green 
Valley Creek by constructing a high flow channel within an existing sediment bar and 
excavating sediment within an existing active channel. The project is comprised of: 1) 
removing vegetation within the work area, consisting of removal of existing understory 
vegetation for an access road, in the area of the high flow channel, and along the historic 
channel for flood conveyance; 2) placing temporary fill for an access road across the 
historic channel; 3) excavating the high flow channel and removing sediment to maintain 
the active channel; 4) annual project maintenance for the purpose of maintaining flood 
capacity by removing sediment in the high flow and active channels and vegetation 
management for a period of five years; and 5) revegetating with native plants.  

Page 2 of 4



Green Valley Creek

Th
o m
as
 R
d

Sullivan Rd

Green Valley Rd

µ0 250 500
Feet

DISCLAIMER
This map do cument and asso ciated data are distributed fo r info rmatio nal purpo ses
o nly “AS-IS” at the published scale and pro vided witho ut warranty o f any kind
expressed o r implied. The po sitio nal accuracy o f the data is appro ximate and
no t intended to  represent survey map accuracy.  The So no ma Co unty Water 
Agency assumes no  respo nsibility arising fro m use o f this info rmatio n. 
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Figure 1. Proposed Project Location 
and Vicinity. 
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INITIAL STUDY REVIEW 

Public disclosure and dialogue are priorities under CEQA. Accordingly, CEQA requires a 
public review period during the IS/ND process when interested stakeholders, interested 
public agencies, or the general public can provide comments on the Proposed Project. 
Pursuant to Sections 15073.5 and 15105[b] of the CEQA Guidelines, the Water Agency 
is now circulating this document for a 30-day public and agency review. All comments 
received prior to 5:00 p.m. on the date identified for closure of the public review period in 
the Notice of Availability/Intent to Adopt will be considered. Please include a name, 
address, and telephone number of a contact person for all future correspondence on this 
subject.  

Input, questions, or comments on this project can be sent to: 

David Cook, Senior Environmental Specialist 
Sonoma County Water Agency 
404 Aviation Boulevard 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403-9019 
Email: David.Cook@scwa.ca.gov 

The public review period closes at 5:00 p.m. July 24, 2018.  

ADOPTION OF THE INITIAL STUDY AND NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

The project is scheduled for consideration and adoption by the Water Agency's Board of 
Directors at their regularly scheduled Board meeting beginning at 8:30 am on August 
14, 2018. Comments submitted during the Initial Study review period will be included in 
our report to the Board of Directors. Opportunity to comment on the project will also be 
available at the Board meeting. 
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