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THE CITY OF LINDSBORG

Lindsborg
the

FOCUS -- n. 
1.) A central point, as of attraction, 

    attention or activity 
                See more at www.dictionary.com

Story continues on Page 8.

The City is proud to announce that KDOT has awarded a grant for construction of the 
Välkommen Trail Phase 2. The trail extension is one of Council’s identified strategic goals, 
part of an effort to “maintain quality infrastructure, the foundation upon which an attractive 
city is built.” Equally important, the Välkommen Trail improves the quality of life by provid-

ing recreational opportunities for 
residents and visitors, right here 
in our own back yard. The timing 
couldn’t be better, as this year 
we will mark the 10th anniversary 
of the trail grand opening on July 
29th.

The $1 million project will receive 
$721,000 in matching Trans-
portation Alternatives funds. 
Engineering will begin in 2017 
with construction scheduled for 
early 2018.

The Phase 2 Trail enhances the 
transportation system by serving 
to provide safe alternatives for 
travel to residents of Emerald 
Lake and Bethany Home assisted 
living. It is located near Bethany 
College, the sports complex and 
north trailhead parking, as well 
as to the motels, restaurants 
and grocery store located on 
the Harrison Street commercial 
district. 

Välkommen Trail 
Grant APPROVED
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Stay informed about: local news, events and services.

Follow us on twitter @CityLindsborgKS

“Like” us on Facebook www.facebook.com/LindsborgCity

Visit our City web page at www.lindsborgcity.org

Councilman David Higbee
 dhigbee@lindsborgcity.org

Councilwoman Becky Anderson
banderson@lindsborgcity.org

Councilman Rick Martin
rmartin@lindsborgcity.org

Councilwoman Betty Nelson
bnelson@lindsborgcity.org

Councilman Corey Peterson
cpeterson@lindsborgcity.org

Councilman Emile Gallant
egallant@lindsborgcity.org

Mayor Bill Taylor
btaylor@lindsborgcity.org

Councilwoman Kelley Menke
kmenke@lindsborgcity.org

Council Member Contact Information
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Councilman Blaine Heble
bheble@lindsborgcity.org

 Situated a little less than a mile east of the Harrison 
– Cole corridor, the City’s composting facility, also known as the 
Boneyard, is open year round for the disposal of yard and 
brush debris. Located at what was originally the town dump, 
the 1-1/2 acre site was established in 1991 as a yard waste 
composting facility, providing a convenient place to get rid of 
lawn and tree debris.  The unmanned facility is licensed by 
the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE), 
and is inspected on an annual basis. The state license requires 
that the grounds are not to be used for the dumping of trash or 
other non-vegetative debris. The city’s failure to comply would 
result in the license being revoked and closure of the facility.
 There are two disposal areas. The first is for grass 
clippings, leaves and dry vegetation. Material from this pile is gathered into windrows and worked with a compost 
turner until decomposition occurs. The end product is available to residents, and provides rich compost for use to 
enhance garden soil, aerate lawns and even fill flower pots. The second pile is for sticks, limbs and logs, as well as 
trimmings from trees and shrubs. The wood is ground into wood chips and mulch whenever possible, but more often 
burned in place when the weather allows. The Public Works Department is responsible for upkeep and maintenance 
of the facility, and during the growing season, the Parks Department provides compost and wood chips in two bins 
located at the Recycle Center.
 The disposal site is regulated by City Code, Section 48-205, which states that “grass, leaves, lawn and garden 
vegetation, tree limbs and trimmings, and shrubbery are allowable materials to be left at the site. Disposal of any 
other material is hereby expressly prohibited.” Too often, the wrong material winds up at the site, causing wasted time 
and expense for city crews to clean up. Prohibited items include construction debris, especially boards with nails, 
screws and other hardware. The metal doesn’t burn, and causes tire damage for both work crews and residents. 
Trash, garbage and paper products are occasionally a problem. Plastic bags should be emptied and returned for 
proper disposal, not dumped at the site. Also prohibited are garden hardscaping items, like timbers, edging, rock and 
especially railroad ties. 

THE BONEYARD RULES 

CORRECTIONS: 
In the February 2016 Edition of the Lindsborg City View Newsletter under Calendar of Events Walter L. Pelz was incorrectly listed. Also on 
page 8 of the same edition Karmon Almquist is pictured. Roland Christensen is not pictured. Our apologies for the errors.

You can do anything as long as you have the passion, the drive, the focus, and the support.  --Sabrina Bryan
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CITY HALL - MAY 2016

Spring is here and just around the corner is mosquito season.  Mosquitoes are carriers of two feared 
diseases; West Nile virus and Zika virus.  Most people are familiar with West Nile virus in Kansas.  There 
were a total of 34 case of West Nile reported in Kansas in 2015.  While most people infected with the virus 
experience mild symptoms, there can be more severe neurologic illness such as encephalitis or meningitis.  
Zika virus disease has been receiving much media attention due to the fact of its recent appearance in the 
United States and that it can cause birth defects such as microcephaly and other neurological diseases.  
As of April 6, 2016, there was one travel-associated case of Zika virus in Kansas.  Mosquitoes do carry the 
Zika virus, and like West Nile virus it can be transmitted through a bite.  What can we do to limit our exposure to 
mosquito bites?  As an individual, you can take steps to protect yourself and your family.  As a City we have 
two different types of treatment for mosquitoes.  

Lindsborg takes a two-pronged approach to treating mosquitoes.  Standing, stagnant water is a breeding 
ground for mosquitoes.  The city treats standing water on public property with a larvicide called Vectobac.  
The larvicide is used to kill mosquitoes before they become adults.  This helps to reduce the overall 
mosquito population by limiting the number of new mosquitos that become adults.    The city also treats for 
adult mosquitoes.  A truck mounted “fogger” is used to drive the streets and alleys of Lindsborg spraying 
Biomist, which is an adulticide used to kill adult mosquitoes.  The spraying is conducted around dusk and 
into the evening on calm days.  This is the time and the weather conditions when the “fogging” is most 
effective.

Treating standing water on public property and “fogging” for mosquitoes is done for control at the community 
level.  However that does not address the issue of standing, stagnant water on private property.  As an 
individual you can help control the mosquito population in stagnant water on your property.  You can empty 
water from containers such as flower pots, birdbaths, pet water dishes, cans, gutters, tires and buckets.  
Doing this on a regular basis disrupts the mosquito breeding cycle and therefore helps to control the 
population.  Nonetheless if all of the control measures were taken, it would not totally eliminate mosquitoes.  
It would only work to minimize the potential population.  

When you go outdoors, there are steps you can take to reduce the risk of bites.  The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recommends when going outdoors and the weather permits, wear long sleeves, 
long pants and socks.  Also use insect repellants containing DEET, picaridin, IR3535, or some oil of lemon 
eucalyptus and para-methane-diol products for longer lasting protection.

If you want to learn more about West Nile virus and the Zika virus, visit the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention website at www.cdc.gov/westnile/ for information on the West Nile virus and www.cdc.gov/zika/ 
for information on the Zika virus.

MOSQUITO CONTROL 
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CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU - MAY 2016

It’s where Lindsborg 
townspeople go to watch 
thunderstorms roll in and 
roll by. Where artists and 
photographers have taken 
inspiration for years from 
the exceptional panorama. 
The perfect place  to fly 
a kite, have a picnic, a 
romantic date, meet 
friends and introduce 
guests to the landscape 
of the Smoky Valley. 
The soft native Dakota 
sandstone is carved with 
names and dates from 
years ago. Hiking and biking trails wind around the bluff. It is the place for watching a sunrise or sunset. The 
place where someone once remarked in jest, “If Coronado Heights could talk, half of Lindsborg would have 
to move!” 
 
Dominating at 300 feet above the Smoky Hill River valley, Coronado Heights is on the southern edge of a 
succession of seven hills known as Smoky Hill Buttes. The Heights are so named because (allegedly) it was 
the summit where Francisco Vasquez de Coronado abandoned his search for the legendary seven cities of 
gold before his eventual return to Mexico. 

Coronado Heights is a natural habitat of wildflowers and grasses. Yucca, gooseberries, Prairie Racerunner 
lizards, sumac, sage and spiderwort flourish. Because of its natural beauty, it is a popular site for destination 
weddings and family reunions.

A major renovation project on Coronado Heights begins in 2016. The floor 
observation deck of the castle will be replaced along with the wooden sup-
port timbers within the castle. Entrances to the castle and the restroom build-
ings will be made handicapped accessible. Also the floor of the castle will be lev-
eled out. Coronado Heights will be open to the public through the renovation 
unless there is demolition taking place or heavy equipment is being used.

The Smoky Valley Historical Association (SVHA) should receive thanks 
for applying for the grants and raising funds to make this important project 
come to life. Chris Abercrombie, President of the SVHA states, “The goal 
of the SVHA is to maintain and preserve this Central Kansas treasure for 
the enjoyment and education of future generations.” For this we are grateful. 
Visit Lindsborg and stay the night in a Scandinavian-inspired inn, a beautiful 
B&B, state-of-the-art modern vacation rentals or motel accommodations 
and journey out to Coronado Heights. Here’s to making new memories! 

VISIT CORONADO HEIGHTS

Photos courtesy of Jim Turner

The focus is what is right before you - to give it your best. It sows the seeds of tomorrow.  --Kiran Bedi
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SUNDSTROM CONFERENCE CENTER - MAY 2016

At the J.O. Sundstrom Conference Center, we focus on a variety of customer groups but one of the most 
important of those organizations is the meeting business.  The ability to book business or day meetings at 
the Sundstrom benefits Lindsborg as a community in an assortment of ways. 

The Sundstrom offers guests menu options sourced from specifically local 
vendors, restaurants and catering merchants who in turn have a direct benefit 
every time a group enjoys a meal. Most meetings include refreshments or 
have their attendees arrive/depart around a meal time. When this happens, 
most likely the attendees will pick up a cup of coffee with a light snack on 
their way in or have lunch/dinner before they leave town. Recent marketing 
efforts have focused on incorporating local offerings into meeting packages. 
Meeting planners can now choose to serve attendees locally roasted coffee 
with our “Sip like a Swede” package. Growing in popularity are packages that 
include entertainment from local groups such as the Lindsborg Swedish Folk 
Dancers. 

New trends across the meeting industry include incorporating more interactive or less traditional meeting 
spaces, such as downtown art gallery space. The Sundstrom is promoting local space utilization for groups 
needing additional breakout meeting areas. Working with meeting planners to add walking meetings, 
community tours and shopping “breaks” are on target to be employed in the near future. These meeting 
attendees would likely provide considerable business to local retailers during times experiencing lighter 
foot traffic downtown. 

When guests arrive at the Sundstrom, 
they are immersed in the middle of 
Lindsborg’s downtown. Immediately 
they see the variety of local shops, 
museums and galleries. Travel guides 
are always available in the foyer of the 
Sundstrom with local staff available to 
answer questions or give recommen-
dations. All of this builds a sense of 
familiarity of the multitude of brick and 
mortar offerings of Lindsborg!

Business meetings are just one of the 
cornerstones that will keep our city 
and the Sundstrom vibrant for years to 
come.

Time to MEET at the S C C
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      PARKS - MAY 2016

On April 14, over 30 volunteers from Smoky Valley High School helped distribute 90 yards of playground 
mulch at Swensson Park’s Viking Valley. The job can take up to a week for Parks staff to accomplish, but 
workers completed the task in a couple of hours. Another group cleaned up different areas around our city. 
This was one of the most successful community service efforts in recent years, in large part due to the 
organization provided by the teachers that participated. Many thanks go to the students and to Lana Charvat, 
Syd Dippel, Margo Lysell, Gretchen Elliott and Jason Newman. The City of Lindsborg is thankful to have 
such helpful students and teachers who are focused on making Lindsborg a great place to live! 

THANKS SVHS!!

Community Service Day

Photos courtesy of USD 400 staff

Focus on the journey, not the destination. Joy is found not in finishing an activity but in doing it.  --Greg Anderson
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PARKS - MAY 2016

  Small Trees Large TreesMedium Trees

Flowering Crabapple

Hawthorn

Amur Maple

Paper Mulberry

Redbud

Serviceberry

Chinaberry

Callery Pear Varieties

Chinquapin Oak

Columnar English Oak

Sugar Maple

Shantung Maple

Caddo Maple

Kentucky Coffee (Male)

Japanese Pagoda

Golden Raintree

Chinese Pistache

Baldcypress

American Elm

Lacebark Elm

Gingko

Honeylocust 
(Thornless)

Linden

Autumn Blaze Maple

Pecan

London Planetree

Bur Oak

Northern Red Oak

Sawtooth Oak

Shumard Oak

Willow Oak

The New Official 
Street Tree List

At the April 18 City Council meeting, Ordinance 4977 was adopted, making changes 
to the list of approved tree species that can be planted in city right of way. These 
are trees planted by homeowners in the part of the front lawn between the sidewalk 
and curb. Trees planted on private property are not restricted to the list, although 
this selection provides some of the best choices for our climate and soil conditions.

The distance trees may be planted from 
curbs or curb lines and sidewalks will be 
in accordance with the three species size 
classes above. No trees may be planted 
closer to any curb or sidewalk than the 
following:
 Small Trees          2 feet
 Medium Trees      3 feet
 Large Trees        4 feet 
No trees may be planted closer than 50 
feet to any corner. 

The spacing of street trees in residen-
tial areas will be in accordance with 
the three species size classes listed 
above. No trees may be planted closer 
together than the following:
 Small Trees  30 feet
 Medium Trees 40 feet
 Large Trees  50 feet
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT - MAY 2016

Välkommen Trail Grant APPROVED Continued...

  The trail extension will provide connectivity 
from existing and planned residential neighbor-
hoods to these areas. An impact of the project 
will include wellness and recreation opportuni-
ties for trail users. The existing trail has twelve 
points of conflict with other modes of transpor-
tation, requiring bollards, signage and pavement 
markings for trail and vehicular roadway safety. 
These intersections interrupt the flow of use, 
especially for runners and bicyclists. The pro-
posed trail extension, in combination with the 
north reach of the existing Välkommen Trail, will 
create a section of pathway 1.25 miles in length 
without a single street crossing. This is a unique 
feature considering that this section is entirely 
within the city boundary. 

  Utilization of an abandoned railway corridor and safe-route access for families and senior citizens are 
primary considerations for the siting of the project.
  The conversion of the abandoned Union Pacific railroad corridor for use as a trail will provide the opportunity 
to reclaim the overgrown right of way adjacent to Bethany Drive on its approach to State Highway K-4. The 
area will be regularly weeded, preventing invasive species and provide erosion control.

Photo courtesy of Jim Turner

Live life to the fullest, and focus on the positive.  --Matt Cameron
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PUBLIC SAFETY - MAY 2016

Growing up in a city, even the size of Lindsborg, it 
is still a good idea to present topics such as stranger 
danger to our youth. Chief Berggren recently pre-
sented a safety class on stranger danger to the 
2nd and 4th grade students at Soderstom Elementary. 
He explained to them that creating a plan for 
potentially dangerous situations and always being 
aware of your surroundings are important. Some 
families use safe words. A word or short sentence 
that is only known by the parents and their children. 
If parents send a friend to pick up their child they 
need to relay the safe word/words to them so the 
child knows he/she is not a stranger and won’t 
be in any danger. It is always better to have a 
plan when it comes to the safety of your children.  

The Police Department started the year with several safety programs and presen-
tations.  Officers of the department were assisted by the Kansas Highway Patrol 
in a State program that focused on seatbelt use by high school students.  We are 
pleased to report that we have a very high percentage of seat belt usage amongst 
our teenagers.

Officer Kruckenberg and Officer Reed participated in a DUI simulation at Bethany 
College.  Using goggles that simulate drunkenness, students were put through an 
obstacle course using a golf cart and then tested by the Officers for DUI.
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PUBLIC WORKS - MAY 2016

C O N S E R V E
With the prospect of another dry summer facing us, we would like to take this opportunity 
to run a previous article on Water Conservation.  These recommendations are always 
pertinent, but in a dry year they are even more so.
Water is a precious resource and limited in quantity.  Therefore, the City of Lindsborg encourages wise and 
responsible water use.  A voluntary lawn watering conservation plan is always in effect.  Those homes with even-
numbered addresses are asked to water their lawns and gardens on even-numbered days.  Those homes with odd-
numbered addresses are asked to water their lawns and gardens on odd numbered days.  The following are other 
tips to conserve water around your home.

LAWN & GARDEN
Water when it is coolest. Early morning watering reduces evaporation loss and minimizes disease problems.
Water slow and water deep. Apply water slowly to avoid runoff especially on slopes and put on enough to 
  penetrate deeply. Less frequent, but thorough watering saves water and is better for the lawn or garden.
Aim the sprinkler. Take time to adjust the sprinkler to avoid excessive watering of walks, drives and streets.
Avoid too much fine mist. Water is lost to the wind and evaporation when droplets are too small. Change to a 
  larger opening and reduce operating pressure.
Don’t apply too much water. Too much water may damage plants and wastes water. Measure water application 
  rate with a can and timer. Use a timer to remind you to move or shut off the water.
Don’t cut grass too short. Taller grass shades the soil, thus, reducing temperature and evaporation and is better  
  for the grass.
Water only when needed.  A pre-set fixed schedule is a poor way to water.  Water use and rainfall affect the need 
  for water and application should be adjusted accordingly.  If it rains or is cool and cloudy, delay or eliminate the  
  watering.

FLOWERS, SHRUBS AND GARDENS
Mulch flowers, shrubs and gardens. Mulch reduces evaporation and helps control weeds.
Use low or no-water landscape. In arid or semi-arid areas, plantings adapted to the climate would require little 
  or no water.
Use innovation irrigation. Trickle and drip irrigation systems allow water to be directed where it is needed and are      
  well suited to shrubbery and trees. Well placed emitters water slowly and deeply next to plants and reduce weeds 
  that thrive with full cover irrigation.
Direct runoff away from the house. Drainage from down spouts and surface runoff should be directed away 
  from the house where it can be used by shrubbery or shelter belts.  Additionally, drainage away from the house 
  will protect the foundation and help keep water out of the basement.

Leak Rate Gal/Day Gal/Month

1 Drop / Sec

Steady Drip

Small Trickle 
     1/32”

7

20

200

210

600

6000

Be Aware: Leaks Waste More Than People Realize

*Information from the Cooperative Extension Service, Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas.

Listening is active. At its most basic level, it’s about focus, paying attention. --Simon Sinek
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RECREATION - MAY 2016
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Open 1:00 PM to 7:00 PM Daily
Daily Admission is $3.00, season passes are available
Adult Lap Swim: 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM on Mon./Wed./Fri.
Pool Party Reservations can be made by calling the Rec 
Dept at 785-227-3333 or CIty Hall at 785-227-3355 

Gear up for Summer! 
• July 2016, adventures around Lindsborg and  
  field trips too!
•Ages K - 5th Grade
•Prices and details will be available in June on  
   both the City website and Facebook page

TENNIS CLINIC
•Register NOW for the youth tennis clinic
•Clinic begins on June 7th
•Tuesday and Thursday mornings
•Offered to all K - 8th Grade students

2016 CAMP DALA DAYS

FALL SPORTS
•Youth Flag Football and Volleyball
•Details available July 2016

A few youngsters that participated in 
Dala Days 2015 posed for a picture 
before heading out on an adventure! 

2ND ANNUAL MOMMY 
& SON COOKOUT

•Details available June 2016
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
City Council Meetings - June 6 & 20, July 5 (Tues) & 18, August TBD
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting - June 21, August 16
Citywide Water Fight and Landmark Series Concert - May 20
City Band Concerts—May 26, June 9, June 30
*Midsummer Festival - June 18 - Riverside Park/Downtown/Old Mill Heritage Square
  *Fun Run/Walk - 7am *Kubb Registration -  8am & Tournament at 8:30am
  *Mayor’s Welcome/Art/Crafts/Food Vendors open - 9am *Gates open at Heritage Square - 5pm   
  *Concert in the Park - Hellcreek Bridge at 9pm (Riverside Park) *Midnight Swim begins - 9pm
Old Fashioned 4th of July - July 4
Broadway RFD “Joseph and the Technicolor Dreamcoat” – July 15, 16, 22, 23
Smoky Valley Classic Car Show - August 6
Bethany Home Annual Ice Cream Social - August 7
Lindsborg Annual Downtown Street Dance - August 27
City View Newsletter - Issue 39 (August)
Recycling Center - (Open 24/7) Be considerate please

EMERGENCY INFORMATION
Police, Fire and Ambulance:            911

Police, Fire and Ambulance:      785.227.2988 (non-emergency)

Water, Sewer, Electric, Streets:   785.227.3428

Water Sewer, Electric, Streets:  785.227.3469 (after hours, weekends and holidays)

For more scheduled events please view the calendars at www.visitlindsborg.com and www.lindsborgcity.org


