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An opinion or general feeling about something. 

On September 6, City Council approved a contract to provide the construction documents necessary for a         
renovation of the J.O. Sundstrom Building, located downtown at the corner of Main and Lincoln Streets. The vote 
marked the end of debate on the best use of the city-owned property, an on-going discussion that began in 2003 
when the city purchased the property in order to save it. Countless meetings, surveys and studies have  been held in 
the last eight years, resulting in a consensus to renovate the building as a conference center with the capacity to  
accommodate events for large groups of people. 

A study was conducted in 2009 to determine the feasibility of the conference center approach. Such a facility could 
be used to meet the needs of both the local community and statewide associations and groups. Local citizens         
could benefit by having space available for such uses as wedding receptions, family reunions and similar functions. 
Statewide and regional groups could take advantage of the Sundstrom Building for organizational meetings,         
conferences, training sessions, and corporate retreats. This activity would attract visitors to Lindsborg with the 
consequent positive impact on tourism. 

In the survey of 160 organizations in Kansas, 86% of respondents indicated they would consider Lindsborg as         
a meeting place. It was projected that a range of 106 to 141 meetings or events could be held annually at a new  
Lindsborg conference center. 

The City hired Wichita-based WDM Architects in November 2010 to provide a concept design and cost estimate for a 
historic renovation of the building. Results of that design indicated that even with tax credits available from historic 
preservation funding, the project would be too expensive. Further, the need to retain necessary structural and   
historic elements resulted in a facility that would only accommodate 100 people. City Council approved a second 
plan, the “building in a building” concept, which retains the historic shell, the west and south walls along with the 
decorative cornice, but completely razes and replaces the interior with a new steel-framed, modern building. 

Funds for the project will come from the recently passed city 
sales tax that was earmarked for infrastructure and economic 
development.  

                                                                                                                  

(View design and projected construction schedule page 5) 

 

The City of Lindsborg believes in having a positive         
ATTITUDE in our service to all citizens and visitors. 



  

 

The winter season presents some new challenges in protecting yourself and your property. Here are a few tips 
for safety during the Holidays. 
♦ Lock your doors and windows at all times (home and vehicles). 
♦ Use security lights to light up the outside of your property. 
♦ When vacationing, have the newspaper, mail and other regular deliveries to your home placed on hold. Set  

timers on lights, radios, or TV’s to give the appearance that someone is home. 
♦ Do not post travel plans on social networking sites. 
♦ Call the police department for house watch on your residence while you are away. 
♦ When shopping, do not leave your bags unattended or in the shopping cart. 
♦ Pay attention when walking in parking lots. 
♦ Keep valuable items out of sight in your vehicle.  
♦ When taking trash out after the holidays, avoid taking product boxes to the curb. Leaving a TV, Wii, computer 

or laptop box announces items available in the home. 
♦ Always be aware of your surroundings at home or when away. 

Beware of inflated claims and prices… 
Depending on how portable heaters are used, consumers actually can see their total energy costs go up. And 
promises of whole-house comfort from portable electric space heaters are exaggerated. 

What you need to know... 
♦ The only feature of an electric heater that affects the amount of heat the unit can generate is wattage. 
♦ All electric heating is 100 % efficient. Energy that goes into an electric heater will come out as heat. 
♦ The only electric heating that is more efficient are heat pumps (air-source or geothermal) which capture 

and move heat rather than make heat. (air-source 200% efficient/geothermal 300% efficient) 
♦ Use the following formula to calculate the cost of operating a 1,500-watt space heater or other electric 

equipment: Watts x hours of use ÷ 1,000 x cost per kilowatt-hour ($0.0961) = cost of operation. Example: If 
a 1,500 heater ran 24 hours at a rate of 9.61 cents a kilowatt-hour, the cost would be $3.46 a day(1,500 x 
24 ÷ 1,000 x $0.0961). For a month that would amount to $103.79 added to the electric bill of the average 
customer. 

♦ If a portable heater is used in one area and the thermostat for the main heating system is lowered, energy 
savings are possible. 

♦ To achieve savings a portable heater must operate with a thermostat so it doesn’t run continually. Heaters 
with multiple output settings let you choose the lowest setting that keeps a room comfortable. Temperature 
control is key to saving energy.                                                                                       

For more information on                  
Electric Space Heaters      

and conserving electricity go to           
www.conservingelectricity.com 



 

 ELECTRIC SPACE HEATERS (continued) 
Select for safety… 
When buying and using an electric space heater make sure to follow these safety guidelines: 
♦ Look for a product that carries an Underwriters Lab (UL) label. 
♦ Select one that automatically shuts off if tipped and that has protective casing over the heating element to 

avoid the potential for burns. 
♦ Avoid using an extension cord. If one is needed, be sure it has at least 12-gauge wire. 
♦ Select the proper wattage so your portable electric space heater doesn’t overload your electrical wiring 

and create a fire safety issue. 
♦ Select a model that has a thermostat so it doesn’t run all the time. 
♦ Never allow an electric space heater to run when you are out of the house or asleep. 

Do you have a question on a featured section or article from the City View Newsletter that you’d like answered 
or clarified? Email us at lindsborg@lindsborgcity.org with a subject line of City Newsletter Q&A or call City Hall 
at (785) 227-3355. 

Citizen Q&A from August 2011 Newsletter  
Do You Know...featured section on How To Clean Up A Broken CFL? 
Q:  Where do you dispose of used or broken CFL’s in Lindsborg? 
A:  Used and broken CFL’s (placed in sealable container) can be disposed of at Lindsborg’s 
     DS&O Electric Cooperative Office located at 1292 K-4 Highway. 

P&Z Commission Meetings  
►December 20,  2011 
► February 21,  2012 

Council Chambers 7:00 p.m. 
Sign Up to receive P&Z Meeting Notification 

via NOTIFY ME on the City’s Website 

November 19, 20 
Broadway RFD          
Fall Musical Revue 
November-December 
Christmas                      
In Lindsborg 
December 3 
Snowflake Parade 
December 3 
Artist Studio            
Open House 
December 3. 10 
Old Fashioned  
Christmas 
December 4 
Jultide Concert 
December 10 
Lucia Festival 
 
For More Information: 
Lindsborg CVB 
(785) 227-8687 
(888) 227-2227 
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A guest can have ten (10) positive experiences and one (1) negative and it is the negative encounter he or she  
will talk about the most. The old adage that one person tells 15 people then those 15 tell another 15 and so on 
and so forth...and before you know it the negative experience has spread. Today’s travelers can tell the world 
with a few key strokes on the computer. The bottom line past, present and future is and will always be about 
positive attitudes, opportunities and customer service. 
FOR EXAMPLE… 

♦ “We met our friends in Lindsborg this morning and had a FANTASTIC DAY. We met at 9:30 a.m., 
checked out a few stores and decided to do the Dala factory first. It was a good idea as the lady that 
paints shared wonderful information and we also discovered the surreys with the fringe on top. We did a 
foursome on one of those which gave us a tour of the city and lots of friendly waves from what we       
assumed were locals...After lunch we walked to the Red Barn [Studio] and got there in time for a tour. 
Very interesting and we learned about Raymer and appreciated more of what we saw uptown at the 
Sandzen Gallery. We followed that with a visit to Birger Sandzen Gallery where our friends purchased a 
painting that was on display...We hope that Lindsborg can continue to be a great place to meet friends and 
a destination place for travelers.” -Day Travelers 

♦ “For my birthday, my husband surprised me with a trip to Lindsborg; which, up until then, I had never 
heard of. We attended the Valentine’s social at the Sandzen Gallery, from which I discovered a favorite 
new artist. At the social, I saw a community well knit with camaraderie, joy, friendship, and laughter.    
Everyone was incredibly pleasant and wonderful which made the event even better. That weekend was one 
of the best ’mini vacations’ I have ever had in my life and cannot wait to return.” -Warrensburg, Iowa 

♦ “Our visit in Lindsborg was one of the friendliest and most welcoming places we have experienced in 
our travels! What a nice community you have.” -Story City, Iowa  

♦ “Disappointed that the only Swedish food available was Swedish pancakes and meatballs.” -Iowa 

♦ “The Visitors Guide made the town seem very interesting, but several of the shops and attractions 
were closed.” -Naperville, Illinois 

The positives far outweigh the negatives. However, if negative feedback is received with a good attitude, it can 
be a learning and growing opportunity. Feedback and comments can be used as guidelines by which changes 
and improvements are made. The attitude, “You can’t please everyone all of the time”, will do nothing to ensure 
the next guest has a positive experience. 

The community at large plays an important role in visitors and guests leaving with a positive attitude. We all 
contribute to their one time visit, return trips and in attracting new travelers. Take the time to say “good 
morning”, smile or wave as you pass someone you have yet to meet. Welcome our visitors and be a part of the 
positive Lindsborg experience! 

 



The plan leaves the existing exterior 
walls facing Main and Lincoln intact    
in order to preserve the character 
of the building and its place in      
the historic downtown architecture. 
The walls will be resurfaced and 
painted, energy efficient windows 
will be installed on the second floor,         
and more historically appropriate 
awnings will be placed on the west 
and south sides. The interior will be 
demolished and replaced with a 
steel-framed structure that fits the 
current footprint, but provides a     

completely redesigned space that allows for meetings, reunions and gatherings of up to 300 people. Entrances and display windows on Main 
Street will be unchanged, but the first floor space will be entirely redesigned with a large vestibule, storage rooms, a caterer’s kitchen and 
an elevator providing ADA access to the basement and second floor. The walls and ceiling in the 3,800 square foot assembly area will be 
acoustically designed to provide maximum noise reduction, an issue that has repeatedly come up in discussions with meeting planners and 
participants. No retail space will be provided on the first floor. 

The basement and second floor will 
be finished to a “white box” state, 
meaning that perimeter walls,  
ceiling and rough plumbing/    
electrical will be installed, but all 
finish work will be left for future 
layout and installation depending 
on use. A total of 3,300 square 
feet will be available in the base-
ment, and the second floor will 
have approximately 4,800 square 
feet along with an outdoor deck 
area of about 2,000 square feet. 
The spaces will be offered for sale 
to commercial interests, but it is 
possible that they will be used    
for additional conference/meeting     
break-out space depending upon 
future demand. 

 

 

 

 

Project Timeline: 

Oct Nov Dec Jan 2012           Jan 2013 

Design Development 

Construction Documents 

Bid Date Demolition and Construction 

Grand 
Opening 
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2012 Budget -  All Funds

 

 
The Mill Levy Rate is applied to the 
assessed valuation of your property. 
The 2012 budget includes a static mill 
levy rate of 34.517 mills. The mill levy 
rate was 37.520 mills in 2010. 
The City of Lindsborg mill levy is the 
34th lowest of the 128 Kansas cities of 
the first and second class. 
The City of Lindsborg total mill levy is 
the 4th lowest of the 128 Kansas cities 
of the first and second class. 

Sales Tax Rate

0.00%
1.00%

2.00%
3.00%

4.00%
5.00%

6.00%
7.00%

8.00%
9.00%

Sales Tax Rate - 8.8%

McPherson
County -
1.0%

City of
Lindsborg -
1.5%

State of
Kansas -
6.3%

 

29¢ 
46¢ 
 

 

24¢ 
1¢ 

 



General Fund 
Sources of Revenue

6%

31%
38%

2%
1%

3% 0%
4%

1%1%5% 6% 2%

Property Taxes

Motor Vehicle
Taxes
Sales Tax

Other Taxes

Franchise Fees

Court Fees

Building Permits

Other Fees

R

General Fund 
Expense Items

17%

28%
25%

5%
11%7%6%

1%

General Government

Police Department

Street Department

Park Department

Convention/Visitors
Bureau
Cemetery Board

Swimming Pool

Fire Department

In 2011, the Median Market Value of a Lindsborg home is $120,000. In 2012, on average a homeowner will pay $39.54 each month for City 
services. The checkbook below illustrates how this amount is divided among various city programs. 

PROGRAM                  MONTHLY COST 
Public Safety    $7.16 
General Administration   $7.82 
Parks     $5.52 
Recreation    $2.34 
Streets     $3.51 
Convention & Visitors Bureau  $1.51 
Debt Service    $7.85 
Library     $2.37 
Industrial Development   $1.33 
Appropriations    $0.13 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
Crime Prevention, Patrol, Investigations, Animal Control, Public Safety 
Education, Fire Protection, Fire Education, Tornado Sirens, Traffic 
Control, Code Enforcement, Festival & Event Support. 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
Mayor & Council Support, Planning & Zoning, Municipal Judge &  
Prosecutor, Municipal Court, Management, Financial Management, 
Human Resources, Licensing and Permitting, Information Technology. 
PARKS 
Swensson Park, Riverside Park, Carlson Park, Lucia Park, Välkommen 
Trail, Swimming Pool, Public Restrooms, Recycling, Shelter Houses, 
Bandshell, Festival & Event Support.  
RECREATION 
Baseball, Softball, Flag Football, Basketball, Easter Egg Hunt, Soccer, 
Volleyball, Adult Aerobics, Water Aerobics, Adult Lap Swim, Tennis, 
Lindsborg Golf Course. 
STREETS 
Maintenance, Repair, Overlay, Curb & Gutter, Drainage System,    
Mosquito Spraying, Street Sweeping, Downtown Trash Service, Yard  

Waste & Composting Facility Maintenance, Snow Removal, Festival & 
Event Support. 
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 
Tour Planning, Visitor Promotion, Tour Bus Planning, Award Winning 
Email Marketing, Wayfinding Signage, Certified Kansas Tourist          
Information Center. 
DEBT SERVICE 
Principal & Interest on General Obligation Refunding and Improve-
ment Bonds. 
LIBRARY 
Magazines, Newspapers, Large Print Books, Heritage Room, Kansas 
Collection, Scandinavian Collection, Videos, Audio Books, Computer 
Services, Copy Machine. 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Community Development, Economic Development, Floodplain Manage-
ment, Geographic Information System (GIS),  Code Enforcement. 
APPROPRIATIONS 
Funding to Elmwood Cemetery. 

Average Homeowner                                              1869 

City of Lindsborg 

                               DATE November 14, 2011 
PAY TO  The City of Lindsborg_                             AMOUNT     $39.54 
Thirty-nine and 54/100***************************DOLLARS 
                 Monthly property 

MEMO  tax for City Services                                TAXPAYER    
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A positive attitude is an important aspect of law enforcement. Those individuals who enter the field of law      
enforcement have certain expectations on how they present themselves to the public and on how the public     
perceives them as law enforcement officers. 
 

Most public safety career individuals are family oriented and have a strong sense of right and wrong. They also 
have a proper and profound respect for the law and law enforcement in general. Seasoned veterans as well as 
new recruits tend to look for opportunities which allow them to help and to be of service. 
 

Officers take an oath to serve and protect. It is a commitment that is challenging and at times overwhelming  when 
respect for the law and attitudes are less than positive. There can be occasions when a person may be having a 
bad day or is under the influence of alcohol or drugs. In these instances officers, especially new  recruits, are 
subject to an attitude that they are unfamiliar with. It certainly is an eye opening experience to have someone 
cuss, scream and threaten you for the first time. 
 

It really is unfortunate that with enough of these situations and confrontations there could potentially be an     
altering in the officer’s attitude. He or she may begin to look at everyone they make contact with in a negative way. 
They may become cynical or impatient and their overall attitude towards the general public would not always be 
positive.  

 

To cope with these types of issues, officers are encouraged to take advantage of specialized training. Officers are 
also encouraged to be involved in and participate in events throughout the community whether it be coaching a 
team, teaching a class or as a volunteer. While it is the job to recognize criminal activity it is also important to 
recognize the good in people.  

 

The goal and focus of the Lindsborg Police and Public Safety Department is to keep a positive attitude in our jobs 
and in interactions with citizens and visitors within our community. A positive attitude does go a long way. 

 
The Lindsborg Police Department 
welcomes junior Shannon Meyer 
as part of the Experienced Based 
Education (EBE) program offered 
at Bethany College. Shannon is 
from Valley Center, Kansas and   
is involved in the Law & Order 
Club. She also participates as a     
member of the Women’s Soccer 
Team. 

Välkommen Shannon! 

The Lindsborg Police Department reminds citizens to keep sidewalks clear of SNOW as the winter season 
draws near. The law requires the clearing of SNOW off sidewalks within 12 hours of snowfall. 

For more information about this law go to the “MUNICPAL CODE” access link under Popular Pages on the 
city’s website and scroll down to Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Places.  



   Yard-setback rules are among the more convoluted rules to understand in Lindsborg’s Zoning Regulations. These 
rules can change dramatically from one zoning classification to the next with occasional exceptions being made to 
some of them. A property line rarely begins at the street curb as many people believe. In Lindsborg, a street 
right-of-way can be as little as 25 feet wide and as much as 100 feet wide. Most streets are paved at 31 feet wide 
resulting in quite a varied expanse of right-of-way between the curb and actual property line. 

The term yard-setback can be interpreted to mean “required yard”. A principal building cannot be built in the 
“required yard”. The purpose and intent of yard-setback lines is similar to the intent of most zoning regulations: 

♦ To promote the health and general welfare of the citizens; 

♦ To provide for adequate light, air and acceptable noise levels; 

♦ To prevent the overcrowding of land and undue concentration of population; 

♦ To regulate and restrict the location and use of buildings… 

Although the distances will vary, all of Lindsborg’s Residential Zones, R and R1 (single family residential), R-2 (up to 
two family residential), and R-3 (multiple family residential) have the same setback rule. 

General Residential Guidelines 
Front Yard 

♦ There shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than 25 to 30 feet (depending on the zone); 

♦ Where lots have a double frontage, the required front yard shall be provided on both streets. 

Side Yard 

♦ There shall be a side yard having a width of not less than 6 feet on each side of the principal building. 

Rear Yard 

♦ There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less than 25 feet. 

For questions on specific regulations as it relates to your property and/or Commercial or Industrial setbacks, 
contact Tim Dunn at the Public Works Department (785) 227-3428. 

 



10 

The Lindsborg Recycling Center is open 24 hours a day and seven days a week. Maintained by the City of  Lindsborg 
and McPherson Area Solid Waste Utility (M.A.S.W.U.), the facility provides a convenient place to dispose of common 
recyclable items and at the same time reduce landfill needs. Once again, the City is asking for your help in keeping 
the grounds free from trash and non-recyclable material. Use the following guide to determine whether or not it 
can be dropped off at the Center.  

 

If you are not familiar with the type of plastic that can be recycled, look for the recycle triangle with the number in 
the center. 

#1 (PETE) and #2 (HPDE) plastics are among the most common containers and are accepted at our    
Center. They include water bottles, soft drink containers, milk jugs and some shampoo and detergent  
containers. Place them in the round dome containers clearly marked #1 and #2 plastic. Five containers 
on the north end of the drive are reserved for plastic milk jugs. DO NOT DROP OFF: 
Plastic grocery bags, lids and caps, tubs, or anything not marked #1 or #2.  

 

Youth Recreation information available on the City’s website. Learn more 
about the programs offered by the McPherson Family YMCA / Recreation 
Commission for the Lindsborg community. 

 

#2 Plastic 

Glass 

Newspaper 

#1 Plastic 

Tin Cans 

Magazines 

Aluminum 

Milk Jugs 

Spare 

Cardboard 

Office Paper 

Magazines, newspapers and cardboard all have their 
own separate dumpsters for disposal. Magazines 
include slick print periodicals and catalogs, but not 
phone books or directories. Only newsprint goes in 
the Newspaper dumpster. Please flatten corrugated 
cardboard before tossing it into one of the four (4) 
Cardboard dumpsters. Throw in brown paper bags, 
but no cereal boxes or soda/beer containers. 
 

This is an easy one because we’ve been recycling 
and reusing two (2) basic metals for decades:     
aluminum and tin cans. You will find these round 
domes at the beginning of the line-up on the south 
end of the drive, two (2) for aluminum and three (3) 
for tin cans. DO NOT DROP OFF: Aluminum foil, pie 
pans or tin cans with food residue. 
 

Rinse out your glass bottles and jars, take off the 
screw-tops or caps, and carefully place them in    
the dumpster marked Glass. Locally, glass is one of 
our most effective recyclables because it travels 
only a short distance to a factory that converts it 
into insulation. 
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The Lindsborg Golf Course staff have been busy weatherizing greens, fairways and equipment for the coming  
winter season. A welcome addition to the course this past year was the effluent pond that was constructed during 
the Wastewater Treatment Plant upgrade allowing the use of recycled water to irrigate the course fairways.  

May 2011 643 May 2010 817 

June 2011 881 June 2010 890 

July 2011 679 July 2010 660 

August 2011 745 August 2010 793 

September 2011 656 September 2010 661 

On May 9, 2011, the City of Lindsborg welcomed new Parks          
Department staff member Kevin Allton. Kevin has lived north of 
Lindsborg for the past 15 years and he and wife Debbie have 3        
children who currently attend K-State, Smoky Valley High School 
and Lindsborg Middle School. Kevin previously worked as a welder in 
Salina for 20 years, has farmed and is a U.S. Navy Seabee Veteran. 

Help keep our snow removal program running smoothly by following recommended guidelines during snow     
removal operations: 
♦ Do not park cars on the streets. Park vehicles in driveways and completely off roadways. 
♦ Be alert and drive with caution. Winter storms can create slick road conditions. Maintain safe distances     

between vehicles and decrease normal driving speeds. 
♦ Expect delays. Allow extra driving time for planned trips, errands and appointments. 
♦ When shoveling your driveway, do not place snow back into the street. Allow space for snow removal       

vehicles to pile accumulated snow. 
SNOW POLICY 
♦ If snow forecast is 2 inches or less, no plowing will be done. Sanding will begin when snowfall has finished. 
♦ If snow forecast is 2-4 inches, plowing will begin when snowfall has finished. 
♦ If snow forecast is greater than 4 inches, plowing will begin at the 3 inch depth and continue as needed. 
♦ If 2 inches of sleet falls, plowing will begin. 
DOWNTOWN SNOW REMOVAL 
♦ When cleaning snow off sidewalks, pile what you can around trees. Any excess snow should be piled in an 

open area that provides at least 8 feet of clearance. 
♦ Snow blowers may blow snow into the street ONLY if the sidewalks are cleared prior to downtown area being 

bladed. 
♦ Following a heavy snow, the downtown area will be bladed one time so crews can concentrate on residential 

areas. 
♦ Downtown area snow will be bladed to the center of the street. Removal timeline is dependent on traffic       

conditions. 



MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

MAYOR 
Judy Neuschafer 

jneuschafer@lindsborgcity.org 
 

COUNCILMEMBERS 
Ken Branch - WARD 1 

kbranch@lindsborgcity.org 

David Higbee - WARD 1 
dhigbee@lindsborgcity.org 

Becky Anderson - WARD 2 
banderson@lindsborgcity.org 

Betty Nelson - WARD 2 
bnelson@lindsborgcity.org 

Russ Hefner - WARD 3 
rhefner@lindsborgcity.org 

Rick Martin - WARD 3 
rmartin@lindsborgcity.org 

W.R. Chestnut - WARD 4 
wrchestnut@lindsborgcity.org 

Brad Howe -  WARD 4 
bhowe@lindsborgcity.org 

101 S. Main Street 
PO Box 70 

Lindsborg, Kansas 67456-0070 

• Police, Fire and Ambulance:            911 

• Police, Fire, Ambulance:                 785-227-2988   (non-emergency) 
• Water, Sewer, Electric, Streets:    785-227-3428 

• Water, Sewer, Electric, Streets:    785-227-3469  (after hours, weekends and holidays) 

• City Council Meetings - December 5, 2011 ~ January 2, February 6, 2012 

• Recycling Center - (OPEN 24/7) 

• Veteran’s Day - November 11 (City Offices Closed) 

• Broadway RFD - Fall Musical Revue—November 19, 20 

• Thanksgiving Day - November 24 (City Offices Closed 24, 25) 

• Christmas In Lindsborg - November - December 

• Artist Studio Open House - December 3 

• Old Fashioned Christmas - December 3, 10 

• Lucia Festival - December 10 

• God Jul - December 25 (City Offices Closed 23, 26) 

• New Year’s Day - January 1 (City Offices Closed December 30) 

• City View Newsletter - Issue 21 (mid-February 2012) 


