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An age group analysis reflects sharp generational changes. Age brackets that lost counts were Millennials (15-24 
years) at –5.2%, Generation X (35-44) at –19.3%, and the largest drop of 20.7% in the 75-84 years bracket (World 
War II generation). Children under 15 showed only a slight increase of 6.7%, but still better than the average.   
Significant was a large increase in 45-74 year Baby Boomers which added 225 residents, a 25% increase from ten 
years ago. This age bracket now represents 32% of the total population. The median age at 37.8 years was up a 
little from 37.0 years. The increase was predominately female, 106 versus 31 males. 

Seventy-six households were added to the City, an increase of 6.2%. There was a drop in family households with 
children (-1.9%), indicating a slight rise in “empty-nesters”. There was a gain in single-parent families, from 121 to 
147, or 21%. The 6.4% increase in households with individuals 65 years and older reflects a trend towards multi-
generational living units. 

The decade saw a net gain of 83 housing units. A review of building permits for the period show that roughly 90 
units were built, a sign that some units were abandoned or demolished. Owner-occupied housing units remained 
strong at 70.3% and almost two thirds of the population lived in their own homes. One disturbing statistic is the 
number of vacant properties, up from 104 to 111. This reflects untapped infill potential, a resource already in short 
supply in Lindsborg (see the August 2010 City View). At the average household size of 2.3 people, getting families 
into these homes would increase the population by over 250, almost twice as much as the growth over ten years, 
and with very little investment in utility and street infrastructure. 

What is causing the loss of Millennials and Gen Xers? One answer might be availability of housing. A return to      
the building permit file shows that the average cost to build over the period was $156,000, a moderate amount 
considering the run-up in housing costs experienced in the last decade. But even though the housing market began 
its decline in 2007, our average cost to build in the years 2007 to 2010 jumped to $185,000, an increase of 18.6%. 
Adding to that the cost of land and infrastructure, maybe putting those vacant properties back to use isn’t such a 
bad idea after all. 

While Lindsborg experienced moderate growth in the ten 
years since the last official count, a closer look at the   
numbers indicates trends that present both challenges and 
opportunities for city leaders, developers and the business 
community at large. The most basic number in the Census, 
the total population count, shows the City at 3,458, up       
137 people from the year 2000. This, an increase of 4.1%, 
puts us in the middle in a comparison with other cities         
in McPherson County. The City of Marquette’s gain was 
18.3% while McPherson lost 4.5%. 

The City of Lindsborg believes in GROWTH...as an organization, for individuals and for the community. 



  

 

The most important steps to reduce exposure to mercury vapor from a broken CFL bulb are: 

Before Cleanup 
♦ Have people and pets leave the room. 
♦ Air out the room for 5 to 10 minutes by opening door or window. 
♦ Shut off central air heating/air conditioning system (HVAC), if you have one. 
♦ Collect materials (stiff paper/cardboard, stick tape, damp paper towel/wet wipes) needed to clean up broken 

bulb. 

During Cleanup 
♦ Be thorough in collecting broken glass and visible powder. 
♦ Place cleanup materials in a sealable container (plastic bag or glass jar). 

After Cleanup 
♦ Promptly place all bulb debris and cleanup materials outdoors in a trash container or protected area until      

materials can be disposed of properly. Avoid leaving any bulb fragments or cleanup materials indoors. 
♦ Continue to air out the room where the bulb was broken and leave the HVAC system shut off for several hours. 

♦ Not all recycling centers may accept broken CFLs and some states may have prohibitions on disposal of debris. 
Check with your local and/or state household hazardous waste authority for disposal requirements in your area.  

In the City of Lindsborg, building permits are required for all fences. This is to ensure that City ordinances 
and zoning regulations are followed in their construction. The following information is a recap on fence building 
guidelines: 
♦ Any fence in a front-yard setback must be 4 feet or less in height; 
♦ Corner lots must have a front-yard setback on both frontages; 
♦ Corner lots are NOT allowed to build a fence over 24 inches tall within the sight-triangle of an intersection; 
♦ Property owners may build to the side-yard and rear-yard of the property line; 
♦ Side and rear-yard fences are allowed up to 6 feet and 6 inches tall; 
♦ NO barbed wire or electric fences are permitted. 

It is the property owner’s responsibility to submit a utility locate request to Kansas One-Call (811 or 1-800-DIG-
SAFE) 48 hours prior to excavating for fence posts. The staking inspection will NOT be made until the locate     
request has been submitted. 

Permits may be obtained from the City’s Building Inspector, Tim Dunn, at 202 East Lincoln Street, (785) 227-3428. 
There is no charge for fence building permits. 

Additional information on Building Permits & Inspections can be viewed on and the City of Lindsborg’s  
website www.lindsborgcity.org under DEPARTMENTS and Public Works. 

For More Details on Cleaning 
Up and Safely Disposing                

Broken CFL Bulbs 
www.epa.gov/cflcleanup 



 

 

       

A reminder to residents about open fires within the City limits of Lindsborg. It is unlawful for any  
person to set or maintain any rubbish, trash, bonfire or authorize any such fire to be set or        
maintained on any property within the City limits. 
CHIMNEAS are permitted when meeting the following conditions: 
1. Fire or Smoke DO NOT pose a hazard to any property. 
2. The Smoke does not create a nuisance or health hazard in the neighborhood. 
3. ONLY ordinary Firewood is burned: NO construction debris, leaves, hazardous waste, or            

chemicals may be burned at any time. 
4. Must be on a non-combustible surface at grade-level (i.e. NOT on a deck) and is NOT under any 

type of overhang, roof or canopy. 
5. Water supply or Fire extinguisher within 75 feet 
6. A person 18 years of age or older is in attendance. 
7. A screen with openings no larger than one-quarter-inch is in place to prevent embers from   

igniting nearby guests or combustibles. 
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Zoning protects the rights of property owners while 
promoting the character and general welfare of the 
community. By dividing land into categories according 
to use, and setting regulations for these categories,     
a zoning ordinance can govern private land use and 
segregate incompatible uses. In addition to this, zoning 
can also specify such details as building setback lines, 
the height and bulk of buildings, and the intensity to 
which the land may be developed.  

In July of this year, the Planning & Zoning Commission began the process of reviewing and possibly rewriting   
design standards for the Downtown District. The work is time-consuming because of the need for collaboration 
and communication with local property owners, business owners and the community at large. If you are        
interested in participating as an observer, or in providing input in the process, please watch for future meeting 
dates of the Planning & Zoning Commission. Go to the City of Lindsborg’s website at www,lindsborgcity.org 
and sign up by  using the “Notify Me” button or contact City Hall at (785) 227-3355. 

 

In the Downtown District, the zoning ordinance goes a step further to protect existing properties from new       
development that might have a detrimental effect to the historic and economic character of the area. The code 
requires a “Precise Plan of Design” for any alterations to the exterior of buildings in the district. 

“No person shall modify the exterior appearance of any building or structure, nor shall any building permit be   
issued for the erection or modification of any building or structure, nor shall any sign be erected or placed in 
use, unless a precise plan of design describing, said modification, erection or sign shall have been submitted and     
approved…” 

In other words, changes made to downtown buildings shall be reviewed in advance to ensure that they are       
“compatible and harmonious” to the district. The authority responsible for these decisions is the Design Review 
Board, a 5-member citizen committee that meets on an as-needed basis to evaluate facade renovations, changes 
in paint color, sign requests, and any other exterior modifications proposed to downtown buildings. 

 



P&Z Commission 
Meetings  

►August 16, 2011 
► October 18, 2011 

Council Chambers 7:00 p.m. 

(scheduled on the 3rd      
Tuesday of even months) 
Board of Zoning      

Appeals 
(scheduled when needed) 

SIGN UP 
to receive P&Z Meeting         

notification on the City’s        
website with NOTIFY ME  

 

    

       

 

 

 

 

Some design standards are already in place. An example is Ordinance 4109 Sidewalk Enhancement License 
adopted in June 2000. The five page document describes in detail the minimum standards required for     
placing sidewalk seating in front of a downtown store. A shortened two page application is available at City 
Hall. 

Some of the requirements for table seating and streetscape enhancements (flower containers, public art) 
are: 

♦ Sufficient weight to remain in place during winds of 20 miles per hour or less. 

♦ Seating for not less than two (2) or more than four (4) people. 

♦ Retractable umbrellas allowed not exceeding 7 feet in diameter with a base not less than 60 pounds. 

♦ Each table and seating shall be centered on a line created by existing trees and benches on the block. 
Each streetscape enhancement shall be on the same line as tables and associated seating or directly 
next to the storefront. 

The license cost is $50 per year, and also requires: 

♦ Liability insurance showing general public liability and property damage coverage in the amount of 
$1,000,000 per occurrence and naming the City as additional insured. 

♦ Hold Harmless Agreement to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the City against any and all claims 
arising from the granting of the license. 

♦ Detailed plans describing the table, seating, and enhancements including photos, construction                
materials, weight, color, dimensions and a site sketch showing distances from other objects already on 
the sidewalk, from each proposed object, and from each boundary line. 

 



 
The City of Lindsborg Convention & Visitors Bureau’s mission is to facilitate the GROWTH of tourism and to    
promote, publicize and market Lindsborg while serving as a source of information for the community. 
The CVB staff offers marketing support to community and tourism events held in Lindsborg. In order to inform 
and effectively serve our community the Lindsborg CVB Marketing Assistance Policy is included in this edition. 
The policy provides the definition of a community and tourism event, explains eligibility, deadlines and       
marketing tools used to distribute information. The Convention & Visitors Bureau reserves the right to decline 
marketing assistance if content is not deemed “family friendly”. Contact the CVB office at 785-227-8687 for 
more details. 

Lindsborg CVB Marketing Assistance Policy 
Eligible for Marketing Assistance: 
♦ Not-for-profit and for-profit entities including but not limited to businesses, organizations, sole        

proprietorships and / or committees. 
Marketing Assistance Provided To Community & Tourism Related Events Held In Lindsborg: 
♦ Definition of “Community Event”—An occasion that is not standard daily business / organization practice 

and is open to the public. Examples: business anniversary, grand opening, retirement of employee,       
community appreciation, school play and / or not-for-profit organization fundraiser. 

♦ Definition of “Tourism Event”—An event designed to bring in visitors such as business and holiday open 
house, book signing, artist reception, festivals, races, performance productions and concerts. 

NOTE: Tourism & Community Events may overlap. Events are marketed at the discretion of the CVB. 
Local Marketing Assistance Provided for a Community Event: 
♦ Email to Lindsborg Businesses and Citizens—Information sent to cvbdir@lindsborgcity.org in a PDF file 

format. 
♦ Monthly Calendar—Information sent to the CVB by the 15th of the current month for the following month’s 

calendar (i.e. information due April 15 for May calendar). Email a request to cvbdir@lindsborgcity.org to 
receive the calendar. 

♦ Travel Information Center (TIC)—Drop off flyers, rack cards, brochures, etc. to the CVB office and staff 
will arrange it at the TIC. NOTE: It is the responsibility of the organization / business requesting assistance 
to design, print and make copies of marketing information and to deliver them to the CVB office during       
regular business hours Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

♦ Information Forwarded by Email: Include who, what, when, where, contact and ticket information,      
website and other pertinent details. NOTE: Forwarded information does not apply to business sales.  

♦ Facebook—Event is posted on CVB fan page. 
National & International E-Marketing Assistance for Tourism Related Event: Electronic Publications 
♦ Newsletter (CVB Posten)—Monthly publication,  
♦ Press Release—Weekly publication. Content determined by CVB. Limited to one per week and sent within 

10 days of the event. Release on multiple events includes dates beyond 10 days. 
♦ Spotlight Article—Monthly publication highlighting an organization / group, attraction, festival and/or 

person of history, Topics submitted are reviewed and published at discretion of CVB. 
♦ Profile Sheet—Quarterly publication sent to tour and meeting planners and travel writers featuring Linds-

borg events six (6) months prior to the event.  
♦ Facebook—Event is posted on CVB fan page. 
Related Events to Community, Organizations, Achievements Not Hosted in Lindsborg: 
♦ Facebook—Information is posted on CVB fan page. 



   

          

 

After approximately four years of preparation which involved regulatory reviews by the Kansas Department    
of Health & Environment (KDHE) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), securing of financing from the 
Federal Government and State Agency, design, engineering, review of regulations and guidelines, property   
negotiation, project bidding, requirements and compliance with ARRA Buy American and Davis Bacon programs, 
two (2) audits on documentation of those programs, site visits, and 16 months of construction, the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant upgrade is finally complete.   

August 27 
King Midas               
Street Dance 
 

October 7-8 
Svensk Hyllningsfest 
 

TBA 
Broadway RFD            
Fall Production 

The BNR (Biological Nutrient Removal) basin is a new part of the treatment process designed to biologically 
remove nitrogen and phosphorus from the wastewater. The aeration basin has been reconfigured to tie it    
together through a flow control box to the BNR basin. The two basins each have specific and independent design 
goals but they also work together to achieve the new permit limits set by KDHE. 

 

Additional WWTP information and monthly progress updates are available on the City of Lindsborg’s website under           
DEPARTMENTS, PUBLIC WORKS, WASTEWATER 
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The following information is a brief overview of some of the major changes made in the last legislative session. 

SEAT BELTS 
The seat belt law was passed in 2010 and a fee of $5.00 was set by the State on all adults in violation. As of July 1 
the fee has increased to $10.00. Adults in the front seat are considered a primary violation and an officer can 
stop the vehicle based solely on not wearing a seat belt. Adults in the back seat are a secondary violation and 
other violations must be cited before the non use of seat belts. 

SPEED LIMIT 
HB2191 was signed allowing the speed limit to change from 70 to 75 mph where posted on certain Interstates. 

RED LIGHT, DEAD RED 
Law allows a motorcycle rider stopped at a red light activated by sensor to go through the red light if there is no 
traffic. The sensor does not recognize the motorcycle due to its size and the light will not change. 

DUI 
Changes in the DUI law have to do with sentencing and penalties based on the number of previous DUI’s a person 
has had. The ignition interlock device upon convictions has become the mainstream method.  

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
The State has required all agencies to have the same policy definition of domestic violence. As of July 1 siblings 
are not included in the definition of “intimate relationship”. Those defined in an “intimate relationship” are 
spouses, former spouses, persons who share parentage of a child and persons who are or were involved in a 
“dating relationship”.  A “dating relationship” means frequent, intimate associations primarily characterized by 
the expectation of affection or sexual involvement. Sharing a residence, past or present, no longer qualifies as 
an intimate relationship. 

REGULATED SCRAP METAL 
A  bill has passed effective July 1 on enhancing the penalties for persons convicted of stealing regulated metals 
and requiring the licensing of all scrap metal dealers. The primary improvement to this law is in determining the 
loss value. Prior to the change if wiring was taken from an air conditioning unit the loss was determined at the 
value of the metal removed. With the change the loss value is now determined by the amount it would take to 
bring the unit back to its original condition. The expense can get very high if wiring is removed from the house. 
For example, if $200  dollars of metal wiring was removed from a home it would have originally been a       
misdemeanor crime. Under the new law wiring put back into the home could cost well over $1,000 making it a 
felony crime. 

What should parents do for child safety this school year? 
♦ Familiarize yourself with the school or provider drop-off and pick-up practices and be sure to   

always follow them. 
♦ Discuss rules and routines with your children and practice them with younger ones. 
♦ Know all traffic rules concerning school zones and traffic flows. 
♦ Resist the urge to speed or make traffic rules an exception because your are running late. 
♦ Refrain from using your cell phone or any other distracting devices while around school zones. 



   

Since 1989 the City of Lindsborg has followed State of Kansas guidelines through an ordinance requiring the    
installation and maintenance of backflow prevention devices on items considered necessary by local authorities. 

A backflow preventer is a device that prevents potentially dangerous liquids (insecticides, herbicides, antifreeze, 
stagnant water, etc.) from being siphoned back into the public water supply in the event of a sudden drop in water 
main pressure caused by a main break or even a fire hose being used. Yard and fire sprinkler systems, boiler 
tanks, soda fountains, swimming pools and drinking fountains are some examples of installations that would    
require a backflow preventer. 

Lindsborg citizens have been cooperative in the installations of backflow preventers. The current issue is           
the reduced compliance in required testing and maintenance of the preventers over the past year. According to 
code, preventers must be tested once every 12 months and rebuilt no more than every five (5) years. It is the 
responsibility of the equipment owner to make sure this maintenance is performed. If this condition is not met, 
water service to the property can and will be terminated. 

A plumber certified by the State of Kansas, must perform the required testing and maintenance. There are a few 
certified plumbers here in Lindsborg. Please contact the Public Works Department office at (785) 227-3428 for 
assistance if there is any difficulty securing the services of a certified plumber.  

The City of Lindsborg encourages residents to remember that backflow prevention devices protect not only you 
and your family but visitors to our community as well. 

 

Because heat-related deaths are preventable, citizens need to be aware of those who are at risk and   
actions that can be taken to prevent heat-related illness or death. The elderly, children and individuals 
with mental illness and chronic disease are at highest risk. Even the young and healthy can also succumb 
to heat if they participate in strenuous physical activities during hot weather. Air-conditioning is the   
number one protective factor against heat. If a household is not air-conditioned, reduce the risk by  
spending time in public facilities that are air-conditioned. 

Tips To Keep COOL 
♦ Avoid hot foods and heavy meals.  
♦ Drink plenty of fluids and replace salt and minerals in your body. DO NOT take salt tablets unless   

under medical supervision. 
♦ Dress infants and children in cool, loose clothing. Shade their heads and faces with hats or an       

umbrella. 
♦ Limit sun exposure during mid-day hours. Avoid places of potential severe exposure. 
♦ DO NOT leave infants, children or pets in a parked car. 
♦ Provide plenty of fresh water for pets. Place water in a shady area. 

Additional Information: 
 www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/extremeheat/heat_guide.asp             
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Swede SK8, the most recent addition to our citywide Parks system, was introduced 
with much fanfare on April 11, 2009. Constructed of 250 tons on concrete (enough 
to build a 1/2 mile long sidewalk), the Skate Park was the result of years of         
planning, hard work, and design with the help of Middle School students. Lauren 
Hudson and Jerith Fairchild originally pitched the idea to City Council in September 
2003, but  it took until November 2008 for a construction contract to be awarded 
to Patton Concrete. At that point, work progressed rapidly.  

Now, two years later, the City looks to residents for ideas on how to grow Swede Sk8 Skate Park to increase its 
use and get more people into the great outdoors. The park sits on a little over two acres, but only features the 
Skate Park, a portion of Välkommen Trail and a small resting area. The 2007 Parks Master Plan called for 
development of the Skate Park, but not much else. Give it some thought and contact your Council representative 
with ideas on how to enhance this valuable neighborhood park. 

The City of Lindsborg and the Salina Family YMCA have been discussing the opportunity for partnering to provide 
youth recreational activities in Lindsborg for the past two months. At the July 5, 2011 City Council meeting a      
12-month Memorandum of Understanding was approved with the Salina Family YMCA to offer youth recreational 
activities. The agreement states that the City of Lindsborg be responsible for facilities and the Salina Family YMCA 
will administer, staff, market and manage the youth activities in Lindsborg. 

The Lindsborg Recreation Program and the YMCA share common values with youth activities; emphasis on      
participation and not competition, all youth participate regardless of ability to pay, and that the activities are fun 
for the kids. This partnership has the goal of providing varied and quality recreation opportunities for the youth of  
Lindsborg. 
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LCG staff invites residents and guests to enjoy end of summer PLAY at the Lindsborg Golf Course. Come and see 
the greener than green irrigated fairways and take advantage of the buy one get one (BOGO) green fees for the 
month of September. Sign up and participate in weekly drawings for LGC merchandise. Be outdoors and PLAY a 
round or two in a relaxing environment with friends and family. The LGC staff look forward to serving you! 

SEPTEMBER BOGO SPECIAL 
Green Fees (buy one get one FREE) 
Weekly Drawings (LGC merchandise) 
For more information contact the Lindsborg Golf Course at  

(785) 227-2244 or by email at lindsborggolf@ks-usa.net 

1. Park Hours: Dawn to Dusk 
2. Users are expected to wear Helmets, Elbow Pads, Knee Pads, and other safety equipment to provide         

protection in the event of falls or collisions. Failure to wear appropriate safety gear is grounds for removal 
from park. 

3. No glass containers, food or beverages allowed within skating area. 
4. Alcohol, Tobacco and illegal drugs are prohibited. 
5. No Graffiti or Defacing of Public Property. 
6. No unauthorized ramps or other obstacles are allowed in the Skate Park facility. 
7. Bikes and Skateboards shall not use the facility at the same time. 
8. Children under 16 years are encouraged to skate with adult supervision. Children under 7 years of age should 

not use the Skate Park. 
9. No pets are allowed in the Skate Park area. 
10. No motorized vehicles / scooters allowed in the Skate Park area. 
11. Safety Guidelines: *KNOW your abilities and skate at your own risk. *DO NOT proceed down a ramp until it is 

clear of other skaters. *NO skating against traffic on ramps or pipes. Skate with traffic on course. *NO 
horseplay or fighting allowed. *SKATE with safety in mind. *WEATHER conditions may create unsafe surfaces 
for skating. 

12. The City of Lindsborg reserves the right to close the Skate Park or remove persons from the facility for any 
circumstances deemed necessary. 

13. Report problems or maintenance concerns to the Parks & Recreation Department at 227-3333. 

  

             



MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

MAYOR 
Judy Neuschafer 

jneuschafer@lindsborgcity.org 
 

COUNCILMEMBERS 
Ken Branch - WARD 1 

kbranch@lindsborgcity.org 

David Higbee - WARD 1 
dhigbee@lindsborgcity.org 

Becky Anderson - WARD 2 
banderson@lindsborgcity.org 

Betty Nelson - WARD 2 
bnelson@lindsborgcity.org 

Russ Hefner - WARD 3 
rhefner@lindsborgcity.org 

Rick Martin - WARD 3 
rmartin@lindsborgcity.org 

W.R. Chestnut - WARD 4 
wrchestnut@lindsborgcity.org 

Brad Howe -  WARD 4 
bhowe@lindsborgcity.org 

101 S. Main Street 
PO Box 70 

Lindsborg, Kansas 67456-0070 

• Police, Fire and Ambulance:            911 

• Police, Fire, Ambulance:                 785-227-2988   (non-emergency) 
• Water, Sewer, Electric, Streets:    785-227-3428 

• Water, Sewer, Electric, Streets:    785-227-3469  (after hours, weekends and holidays) 

• City Council Meetings - September 6 Tuesday,  October 3, November 7 

• Recycling Center - (OPEN 24/7) 

• King Midas Street Dance - August 27 

• Labor Day - September 5 (City Offices Closed) 

• Svensk Hyllningsfest - October 7-8 

• Halloween - October 31 

• Broadway RFD - Fall Production TBA 

• Veteran’s Day - November 11 (City Offices Closed) 

• Thanksgiving Day - November 24 (City Offices Closed 24, 25) 

• City View Newsletter - Issue 20 (mid-November) 


