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The physical or mental effort directed at  
doing or making something; the function of 
completing a process or carrying out a task. 

In most dangerous weather injury or death events, a       
community’s loss of life can be attributed to the lack of  
adequate early warning. Many assume that they can rely on 
storm sirens to alert them of pending danger, but the fact is 
sirens are only intended to alert people who are outdoors, 
away from TV or radio contact.  

The City of Lindsborg believes real success is finding your lifework in the WORK you enjoy. 

The real factor in weather safety is awareness, and no storm siren system, no matter how perfectly timed or how 
loudly sounded, will ever provide the level of alertness needed than broadcast media, acting in coordination with 
emergency preparedness personnel and weather spotters. The public has the responsibility to stay informed by 
being mindful of pending storm treats, tracking weather alerts and taking necessary life-saving measures when 
that directive is given. One of the best ways to do this is to purchase a NOAA weather alert radio and tune in      
when severe weather threatens. The NOAA Weather (NWR) is a nationwide network of radio stations broadcasting 
continuous weather information directly from the nearest National Weather Service office. NWR broadcasts official 
Weather Service warnings, watches, forecasts and other hazard information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

At a recent budget work session held at City Hall, Council members discussed the possibility of upgrading and    
expanding the storm siren system. Public Safety staff provided estimates of cost for such an overhaul, and the 
amounts were in the hundreds of thousands of dollars. A participant in the work session made the comment that 
“we’d be money ahead by simply buying everyone a weather radio.” Coincidentally, on the following day, staff      
received an announcement of a Kansas Department of Emergency Management program that allows qualifying  
communities to match Federal funds (75/25% Federal share/local match) to purchase NOAA radios. Lindsborg is 
eligible for the grant because of its participation in the recently approved County Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

The City of Lindsborg has recently applied for the funding to supply NOAA weather alert radios, free of charge, to 
local residents. City Council has approved enough funding for a local match that will include every household and 
business in the community. A First Alert Model WX-17 has been selected and will be purchased in the coming weeks 
for distribution to requesting residents.  

Look for additional NOAA Weather Alert Radio program information on our website, www.lindsborgcity.org, our  
Facebook page, or as announced in the local newspaper.  

The local storm siren system is triggered by McPherson County Emergency Management, (not the local Public Safety 
Department). Historically, storm sirens were sounded whenever a tornado sighting occurred in McPherson County, 
meaning a threat to Moundridge would cause the sirens to go off in Lindsborg, whether the storm was approaching 
the area or not. The current system fine tunes the trigger to include only areas with impending threat from a     
spotted funnel or funnel cloud. There is a reason for not sounding the sirens too often, and that is the issue of    
complacency. If people hear the sirens for what they believe to be no cause, they quit paying attention to them         
altogether. 



  

 

 

1. Raise your thermostat to 78˚. This is the number #1 way to conserve energy. 
2. When you are away from home for more than 8 hours, raise the thermostat setting and you can 

expect to see a 1% savings for each degree of setback. This will reduce the amount of energy used to 
cool your home while you’re away. 

3. Keep shades closed when the air conditioner is on. Sunny windows account for 40% unwanted heat. 
4. Check and clean filters. Clean and replace filters monthly for system to run more efficiently. 
5. Install ceiling fans. Use of ceiling fans can save around 25% on cooling costs. 
6. Make sure ceiling fans are blowing down. In a counter-clockwise direction. 
7. Run appliances with large energy use late in the evening. Appliances produce additional heat in the day. 
8. Use cold water to wash dishes and clothes. This will save on heating costs. 
9. Unplug equipment not in use. Chargers, televisions, audio/video equipment and appliances not in use. 
10. Turn off lights. When exiting a room. Consider replacing incandescent bulbs with compact florescent lights 

(CFLs). Recycle CFLS whenever possible. 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

June 16 
Midsummer’s Day 
 

July 4 
Old Fashioned 4th 
 
July 20, 21, 27, 28 
Broadway RFD 
Pirates of Penzance 
 
August 4 
Smoky Valley Classic 
Car Show 
 
August 25 
Chamber               
Street Dance 

The “cool SAVINGS” air conditioning rebate program offers financial incentives of $50, $300 and $500 to City of 
Lindsborg electric customers on replacement of older air conditioning units with new energy efficient models. 
Energy efficient  units reduce energy consumption while maintaining the same level of comfort. 

REBATE GUIDELINES: 

• Replacement for air conditioning units ten (10) years or older. 
• Must be a City of Lindsborg electric customer. 
• Energy Star® certified. 
• Minimum SEER of 14.0 (seasonal energy efficiency ratio) and an EER of 11.0 (energy efficiency ratio). 
• HVAC 1.5 Ton to 5.0 Ton units and Window air conditioner units are eligible. 
• Rebates of $50, $300, or $500 depending upon size and type. 
REBATE ITEMS: 

• Central Split Systems and Package Air Conditioners and Heat Pumps 
• Mini-Split Systems Air Conditioners and Heat Pumps 
• Window Air Conditioning 
• Ground Source Heat Pump 
 

REBATE LEVELS: 
SEER 14.0 / EER 11.0 
• Central Air Conditioners or Heat Pumps /  Residential Existing Construction & Small Business  
EER 10.7 & Above - BTUs <19,999 / EER 9.4 & Above - BTUs >20,000 
• Window Air Conditioners 



 
The weather reporting began the day before, on Friday the 13th, when forecasters warned of possible 
“supercells”, storm systems so large and powerful that tornados and hail were almost a given. The only       
question was where, and when. A Public Works employee even mentioned that he had heard that “McPherson 
County was in the bulls-eye.”   

The reporting intensified on Saturday, as local television networks began broadcasting continuous live       
coverage of the building storm threat throughout the afternoon and evening.  

The next day, the Weather Service received 120 reports of tornadoes, including an F4 wedge funnel that 
crossed Highway 4, a mere fifteen miles away from Lindsborg. In spite of the massive damage to structures 
and landscape, no one in the County lost their life, or was even injured. The credit for this was due to the level 
of storm awareness provided by emergency personnel, public safety departments and the broadcast media. 

 

 

♦ Know the county in which you live and the names of nearby counties and cities. Severe Weather Warnings 
are issued on a county basis. 

♦ Develop a plan for you and your family for home, work, school and outdoors. Be sure everyone knows 
where to go and what to do in case of a tornado warning. Have frequent drills. 

♦ Keep emergency supplies on hand, including a supply of water, foods that won’t spoil and a first aid kit. 
♦ Keep a battery operated radio, a supply of fresh batteries and a flashlight in a convenient place. 
♦ Listen to radio and television for information. 

♦ Stay away from doors, windows and outside walls. Protect your head. 
♦ In homes and small buildings, go to the basement or to an interior part on the lowest level. Get under 

something sturdy. 
♦ In schools, hospitals and public places, move to the designated shelter areas. Interior hallways on the  

lowest floors are best. 
♦ In mobile homes or vehicles, leave them and go to the nearest shelter. If there isn’t a shelter nearby, lie in 

the nearest ditch and shield your head with your arms. 

♦ Watch out for fallen power lines and do not venture into damaged areas. 
♦ Inspect your property, including motor vehicles, for damage. Check for electrical problems and gas leaks 

and report them to the power company at once. 
♦ Stay out of damaged buildings until you are sure they are safe and will not collapse. 
♦ Use only approved or chlorinated supplies of drinking water. 
♦ Check food supplies. Some food may contain particles of glass or debris. 



P&Z Commission 
Meetings  

►June 19,  2012 
► August 21,  2012 

Council Chambers 7:00 p.m. 

(scheduled on the 3rd      
Tuesday of even months) 
Board of Zoning      

Appeals 
(scheduled when needed) 

 
SIGN UP 

to receive P&Z Meeting        
notification on the City’s       
website with NOTIFY ME  

 

  

A year ago construction crews completed the upgrade on the wastewater treatment plant project. It was a fifteen 
month long project with work being done in nearly every area of the facility. Two of the focused areas of the   
project were on quality of effluent, due to regulatory requirements, and electrical efficiency which could be    
improved due to modern technology. The regulatory requirements address the release of nutrients into the 
Smoky Hill River. These nutrients are nitrogen, in the form of nitrates, and phosphorus. The removal of these  
nutrients require specific conditions which the old plant design did not have. As part of construction the new  
design has basins to allow these conditions to develop. Prior to construction the reduction of nitrates were on 
average 20%, now the nitrates are reduced by an average of 75%. Phosphorus levels were previously reduced 
35% compared to the current reduction of 65%. The reduction of these nutrients continues to improve as     
operators become more familiar with the new system. 

The second area that       
received a lot of focus was 
efficiency. The treatment 
plant capacity has increased 
and larger pieces of equipment were installed to allow for this increase. These larger pieces of machinery are 
powered by a newer technology known as Variable Frequency Drive (VFD). These drives can vary the electrical 
frequency going to the electric motors and allow them to slowly ramp up to operating speed. This slow ramp up is 
a major cost savings in electrical use and wear/tear on the motors. Also with use of VFD the motors can be run 
at any speed instead of full speed all the time. This allows the electrical use to be reduced to only what may be 
required for a given piece of equipment. All the VFD’s are controlled by a computer system that monitors many 
different parameters and constantly makes adjustments according to those parameters. All of this helps the plant 
treat the waste while using as little electricity as possible. These are a few things that have brought the City of 
Lindsborg Wastewater Plant up to the most current standards for treatment, efficiency and safety. 



4 

 

 

Did you know the Smoky Valley was once an inland salt water sea? Do you know why the rock at the Old Mill is in 
a cage? Or how about what was shot into the air to mark the beginning of Lindsborg’s 4th of July celebration? 

One may think that Lindsborg is just another little town on the prairie until one discovers the rich history and         
traditions, explores the local arts and talents and hears the unique “only in Lindsborg” stories. 

Visitors to Lindsborg want to hear “stories” that relate to our past, present and future. 

Free guided walking tours will be offered to visitors and interested groups or individuals every Saturday       
beginning May 12, 2012. The scheduled tours at 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. will begin at City Hall’s Fala the Dala 
Brick Road Wild Dala Horse and will encompass the 100 block of North and South Main Street. 

The CVB is requesting your time and “tales” to share on these Guided Tours. Interested individuals may contact 
the CVB office to become a volunteer guide or to share their “stories”. The CVB Office is located at 104 E.        
Lincoln. You may also submit the information electronically to cvbdir@lindsborgcity.org or by direct mail to P.O. 
Box 70. 

Becoming a guide is a great way to tell the Lindsborg story. Guides are given the opportunity to connect with 
visitors on a personal level. CVB staff will provide the basic tour information and train all volunteers. Walking 
Tour Guides are encouraged but not required to wear a Swedish costume. The success of this program      
depends on citizen volunteers giving of their time and talents. Get on board the Lindsborg Experience and   
contact the CVB today! 

 



   The long-awaited bid opening 
for the J.O. Sundstrom     
Conference Center finally took 
place on March 29, but  the 
outcome was not what City 
officials had hoped for. Earlier 
in the month, City Council had 
authorized bond funding of 
$2.2 million to cover the costs of the renovation. This was based on an architect’s estimate of $1.9 million for a 
construction budget. Unfortunately, the low bid was $2.5 million, well over the approved limit. As a result, the 
project was placed on hold so that staff could look for a plan that would be built within budget. Wiens          
Construction of Hutchinson, Kansas, the low bidder, was selected to provide an alternative approach to the 
construction design without compromising the look, use and function of the facility. 

The Sundstrom Conference Center 
renovation calls for a completely 
redesigned first floor containing an 
elegant entrance foyer, a catering 
and staging kitchen, audio/visual 
and storage space, and rest rooms    
capable of handling large groups.     
At the center of the plan is a 3,500 
square foot banquet hall to be     
used for reunions, receptions and 

meetings. The expected capacity of 300 would accommodate many events now being held in nearby             
communities. More importantly, the use of the facility as conference space for corporate and non-profit    
organizations has the potential to positively impact local businesses. A 2010 feasibility study concluded that 
Lindsborg could attract over 100 meetings a year if it had available and suitable space. The impact of that 
many more visitors to the community would give business owners the opportunity to expand inventories,   
improve sales, hire more employees, and revitalize the local economy. The return to use of the J.O. Sundstrom 
Building has been a strategic goal of the City Council for many years. Recent developments point to the      
realization of an effort many years in the making. 

Floodplains are formed and modified by the dynamics of stream and river migration and periodic flooding.  
Although many floodplains usually flood during the spring, they can also experience multiple flood events within 
the same year with duration varying from hours to days.   

The National Flood Insurance Program defines the floodway as that area of the watercourse and adjacent 
floodplain necessary to carry the base flood without increasing the water surface elevation more than a     
designated amount (generally one foot). The base flood is the flood that has a one percent chance of being 
equaled or exceeded in a given year. Communities are required to prohibit development within the floodway 
that would cause an increase in flood heights. This requirement has the effect of limiting development in flood-
ways that in turn helps to maintain some of the floodplain’s most important natural resources and functions.  

 

Any development, not just construction of buildings, in a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) requires a permit.  
You must obtain a permit from the Public Works Department, 202 E. Lincoln St., before you build, alter,          
re-grade or fill on your property.  Report any illegal floodplain development to City Hall, 785-227-3355. 



 
Every City has ordinances that address items and issues that help to keep the community clean and free of    
decaying conditions. These ordinances address abandoned vehicles, dilapidated buildings and homes, trash,    
debris, limbs, metal, and even mowing your lawn. 

We are fortunate in Lindsborg that the majority of citizens in our community take pride in the appearance of their 
homes and property. Visitors to our community comment on how clean and neat our City is compared to other 
areas. 

When a code violation exists, property owners receive a letter advising them of the violation(s) with a request for 
it to be taken care of within a specified period of time. The violator then has the option of requesting a hearing. If 
the hearing does not resolve the issue and the timeline expires, the City creates a resolution to correct it. 

Resolutions usually have three options: 1) A violation is present and the person responsible is charged with     
appearing in Municipal Court and can be charged for each day that the violation continues. 2) The property can be 
abated which means the City hires someone to take care of the problem and a bill is then sent to the person   
responsible. If the person does not take care of the bill, the City has it applied to their property taxes. 3) A     
combination of option 1 and 2. 

Please take the time and effort to keep your home and property clean and well cared for. If a neighbor is having 
difficulties, take the time to help. The result is a rewarding experience and a beautiful community. 

Traffic concerns for the Lindsborg Police Department focus primarily with speeding and stopping at posted stop 
signs. If all drivers observed these laws there would be very little traffic problems in the Community. LPD       
encourages everyone to pay attention, watch your speed, stop at stop signs and don't text and drive. Following 
these important tips reduces your chances of being stopped for a violation or being involved in an accident. 

Another area of concern is motorists who forget to turn their headlights on when it rains. Kansas State law    
requires that a vehicle’s headlights must be turned on if and when the windshield wipers are being operated or 
are needed. 

In 2010, Kansas lost 51 teens in crashes with 75% of those teens not wearing seatbelt restraints. In March of this 
year LPD spent a minimum of two hours over a two week period watching for seatbelt violators at the local High 
School with a mindset that they would be issuing citations. During the time period officers reported zero        
violators as students left the High School. Perhaps our presence prompted the students to wear the seatbelts but 
it was encouraging to the officers to find that all leaving the High School were indeed wearing them. 

The Lindsborg Police Department is excited to see the high percentage of citizens wearing their seatbelts. We 
support and challenge the entire driving community to better themselves as defensive drivers and to do their 
part to help lower financial loss and personal injuries resulting from vehicle accidents.  

The City of Lindsborg Public Safety Department coordinated a Disaster Drill (tabletop) exercise held on April 27, 
2012. The exercise goal was to identify strengths and challenges in responding to a disastrous situation along with  
categorizing objectives for multiple disciplines. Participating in the exercise were members from Lindsborg City 
Council, City employees, EMS & Fire, Bethany College, Bethany Home, Lindsborg  Community Hospital, Mid-Kansas 
Coop, USD 400, McPherson County Preparedness Agency, McPherson County Sheriff’s Department and Kansas 
Highway Patrol. An overview of the exercise was conducted during the afternoon session. 



In 1989, the City of Lindsborg passed an ordinance regulating cross connections to the municipal water system. 
The very real possibility exists that a sudden leak on a water main, or the fire department discharging a large 
amount of water to fight a fire, can create a vacuum that could suck contaminants back into the water main from 
an unprotected cross connection. The concept behind this regulation is the prevention of contamination to our 
potable water due to unprotected connections to items or entities such as chemical tanks, boilers, yard sprinkler 
systems, fire sprinkler systems, hospitals, mortuaries and clinics. The list of possible contaminants is quite        
extensive. At the center of the ordinance is the requirement for installation of an approved Backflow Prevention 
Device at any home or facility that has contaminants and the potential for a cross connection with the City water 
supply. 

Backflow Prevention Devices can range from a very simple air-gap in a discharge line, often used on water     
softeners, to the very sophisticated and expensive RPZ units that are required for the high hazard contaminants. 
There are several levels of protection in between these two extremes, such as the PVB device or the double-check 
valve device. 

Backflow devices cannot prevent a contamination incident if they are not maintained in good working order. They 
can get plugged or damaged in numerous ways so it is necessary that they be tested by a certified backflow   
device tester on an annual basis. This is also a part of the City ordinance to make sure that this testing is        
performed. Annual reminders that testing is due have already been mailed to all known owners of backflow      
devices. Follow up on all devices will be very stringent to ensure compliance. 

Flood Insurance Information 

All community property owners and renters are 
eligible for flood insurance, not just those that 
live in flood prone areas. Lindsborg participates 
in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
and policies can cover a single-family residence 
for $250,000 against flood damage. If FEMA 
flood maps show that a property is in a Special 
Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), flood insurance is 
required by law. Lindsborg’s participation in   
the NFIP/Community Rating System results in 
premium discounts on flood insurance. For  
information on FEMA flood maps or to inquire if 
a property or building is in a SFHA, contact City 
Hall at 785-227-3355. 
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 Plans for a new public restroom in Riverside Park move forward with the expected delivery and placement of an 
ADA compliant facility in the  summer of 2012. The Parks and Recreation Master Plan, adopted in 2007, called for an 
upgraded building to replace the one built in the 1930s. The new building will feature lights, additional stalls and 
drinking fountains. 

CXT Precast Concrete Products will manufacture the building at their plant in Hillsboro, Texas and then deliver it, in 
two sections, to the park. A crane, provided by CXT, will lift the sections to the prepared site where they will be 
bolted together and connected to water, sewer and electric service. Instant bathroom! 

The facility will be located directly south of the new playground equipment installed in 2010. It is adjacent to the 
Välkommen Trail, making it the first full rest room to be placed on the popular hiking and biking route. It will also 
serve many events, such as swim meets and family reunions, which take place in Riverside Park. 

 

 



Beginning in May the Lindsborg Golf Course opens daily from 6:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. The expanded 
hours welcomes early morning golfers and the season’s longer summer days. May also marks the start of League 
Programs     featuring Men’s Night every Tuesday and Ladies Night on Thursdays. Tee times for both programs are 
6:00 p.m. with open invitations for those interested in participating. Clubhouse staff invites members and the pub-
lic to PLAY a round or two and to check out the Lindsborg Golf Course pages on the City’s website for additional 
information on affordable memberships, 10 PLAY cards, Gift Certificates and Golf M e r -
chandise. 

 

 

 



MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

MAYOR 
Judy Neuschafer 

jneuschafer@lindsborgcity.org 
 

COUNCILMEMBERS 
Ken Branch - WARD 1 

kbranch@lindsborgcity.org 

David Higbee - WARD 1 
dhigbee@lindsborgcity.org 

Becky Anderson - WARD 2 
banderson@lindsborgcity.org 

Betty Nelson - WARD 2 
bnelson@lindsborgcity.org 

Russ Hefner - WARD 3 
rhefner@lindsborgcity.org 

Rick Martin - WARD 3 
rmartin@lindsborgcity.org 

W.R. Chestnut - WARD 4 
wrchestnut@lindsborgcity.org 

Brad Howe -  WARD 4 
bhowe@lindsborgcity.org 

101 S. Main Street 
PO Box 70 

Lindsborg, Kansas 67456-0070 

• Police, Fire and Ambulance:            911 

• Police, Fire, Ambulance:                 785-227-2988   (non-emergency) 
• Water, Sewer, Electric, Streets:    785-227-3428 

• Water, Sewer, Electric, Streets:    785-227-3469  (after hours, weekends and holidays) 

• City Council Meetings - June 4, July 2, August 6 

• Recycling Center - (OPEN 24/7) 

• Memorial Day - May 28 (City Offices Closed)  

• Flag Day - June 14 

• Midsummer’s Day - June 16 

• Father’s Day - June 18 

• Independence Day - July 4 (City Offices Closed) 

• Old Fashioned 4th Celebration - July 4 

• Broadway RFD - July 20, 21, 27, 28 

• City View Newsletter - Issue 23 (mid-August 2012) 


