
MINUTES 
MAPLE PLAIN PARKS COMMISSION 

MAPLE PLAIN CITY HALL 
AUGUST 21, 2017 

5:00 PM 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Commission Chair John Timpe called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 
 
Present: Commission Chair John Timpe, Parks Commissioners Jeff Brown 
Dana Oas, and Mike Rippberger, Councilmember Dominic Broda, Assistant to 
the City Administrator Nicole Kathman. 
 
Absent: Parks Commissioner Lyle Brandt 

 
II. ADOPT AGENDA 

 
Motion by Commissioner Oas, seconded by Commissioner Rippberger, 
to adopt the August 21, 2017 Maple Plain Parks Commission Agenda. 
Motion passed.  

 
III. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approve the July 27, 2017 regular meeting minutes 
 
Motion by Commissioner Oas, seconded by Commissioner Brown, to 
approve the July 27, 2017 Park Commission Minutes. Motion Passed.  
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS  
A. Eagle Scout Project Presentation  

 
Life Scout Carter Brandt presented a proposal for an Eagle Scout Project 
at Bryantwood Park that he would like to complete this fall with funding 
from the City of Maple Plain. He shared a number of ideas so that the 
Park Commissioners could choose. Items he presented included the 
following: 

 Replacing ground timber framing  

 Building two corner bench/table combo units 

 Adding plastic handles to swing chains 

 Installing a wooden bike rack 

 Upgrading the see-saw seats 

 Replacing an infant bucket swing with an adaptive swing 

 Removing the rotting wood on single bench and replace with a “dog 
parking” bench 

 Planting flowers around the park sign 
 

Parks Commissioners approved of all of his ideas, but thought that 
completing all of them would be too ambitious. They recommended that 
the scope be narrowed and brought to City Council for approval. 



 
B. BMX Track 
 
Assistant to the City Administrator Kathman stated that City staffs looking for 
direction from the Parks Commission on when to level off the BMX track as it 
is not a part of the Northside Park Improvement Plan approved last fall. 
Kathman provided the three following options: 

 Continue to let the weeds grow and not level off the BMX track until 
park improvements begin 

 Remove the weeds and continue to maintain the BMX track until park 
improvements begin 

 Remove the weeds and level off the BMX track as soon as it is feasible 
and maintain open green space until park improvements begin. 

 
Parks Commissioners came to the agreement that the weeds should be 
removed and the BMX track leveled off as soon as it is feasible. 
 
Motion by Commission Chair Timpe, seconded by Commissioner Oas to 
recommend to the City Council to level off the BMX track as soon as it is 
feasible. 

 
C. Parks Project List 
 
Assistant to the City Administrator Kathman stated that City staff would like to 
compile a list of Parks Commission projects and have them approved by the 
City Council all at once.  
 
Parks Commissioners stated that they would like to have a report of the 
financial status of the Parks Commissions budget to inform their input. Two 
smaller projects were mentioned and recommended for completion.  
 
First, Parks Commissioners would like to have a small fenced in sandbox built 
by the baseball field between home and first base. The estimated cost would 
be $700 for materials. The baseball association would construct it with a 
landscaping company owner leading the project. 
 
Next, Parks Commissioners would like to have solar lights installed on the 
flagpoles at Northside Park and Rainbow Park. It was estimated that they 
would cost $80-$150 each.  
 
Motion by Commission Chair Timpe, seconded by Commissioner 
Rippberger to the sandbox and solar light projects to City Council.  

 
V. OLD BUSINESS  

A. Discuss Maple Plain Day Events 
 
Assistant to the City Administrator Kathman thanked the Parks Commission 
for their help at Night to Unite and the Community Picnic. Kathman asked 



what the Parks Commission thought of combining these two events and how 
the evening went. 
 
Parks Commissioners stated they thought the event went smoothly and that 
combining Night to Unite and the Community Picnic worked out well. 
 

VI. COMMISSION REPORTS & OTHER BUSINESS 
 

VII. VISITORS TO BE HEARD 
Note: This is a courtesy extended to persons wishing to address the Parks Commission who 
are not on the agenda. A completed public comment form should be presented to the city 
administrator prior to the meeting; presentation will be limited to 3 minutes. This session will 
be limited to 15 minutes. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Motion by Commissioner Brown, seconded by Commissioner 
Rippberger, to adjourn the August 21, 2017 Parks Commission Meeting. 
Motion Passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:02 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Nicole Kathman, 
Assistant to the City Administrator 


