
News Release 05/02/15 - UPDATE

Armed suspect shot and killed by Smyrna Police Officer

On May, 1, 2015 at approximately 11:23PM the Smyrna Police Department was notified of a 
domestic dispute between a boyfriend and girlfriend in building #30 on Malvern Lane in the 
Sunnyside Village Development. In the initial call it was reported that the male subject was 
armed with a firearm. Officers responded to the area and contacted the female in the residence 
who advised her boyfriend may have fled prior to the officers arrival. Officers searched the area 
and were unable to locate the subject. At 12:18AM on May 2, 2015 the Smyrna Police 
Department received a second call that the armed male subject had returned to the residence and 
was attempting to force entry into the apartment which was still occupied by the girlfriend and 
another adult male.  Upon arrival to the area officers encountered the subject in front of building 
#30 who was armed with a shotgun, the officers gave verbal commands to the subject who 
refused to comply at which time an officer of the Smyrna Police Department fired upon the 
armed subject. Officers then approached the subject and immediately began rendering medical 
treatment. 

The subject was transported to the Bayhealth Smyrna Emergency Room by Ambulance 64 and 
Kent County Paramedics where he was later pronounced dead. At this time the name of the 
deceased is being withheld pending the notification of next of kin. 

The officer involved is an 11 year veteran of the Smyrna Police Department currently assigned to
the Patrol Division. At this time the officer has been placed on administrative leave per 
department policy pending the outcome of the investigation. 

The Smyrna Police Department is receiving assistance with this investigation from the City of 
Dover Police Department as well as the State Attorney General’s Office. 

We would like to remind everyone this is still an active and ongoing investigation in its 
preliminary stages. As we get information and the investigation progresses we will provide 
updates.


