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DETAILS:   Officers of the Smyrna Police Department will again this year 
target speeders on neighborhood streets with the ’25 and Alive Enforcement 
Program’.  “The results of numerous studies are clear.  A child struck by a 
car driving at 25 mph has a good chance of surviving the encounter.  If that 
same motor vehicle is traveling at 35 mph, the child most likely will not 
survive.  And now that schools are about to finish up for the summer, we can 
expect a lot more children on our residential streets, both during the day and 
later into the evenings,” said Smyrna Police Chief Richard Baldwin. 
 
The Chief said that Smyrna officers will begin their enforcement efforts 
using marked cars and their speed trailer in the neighborhoods, but after a 
week they will begin utilizing unmarked vehicles and their motorcycle unit.   
“Marked cars are easy to see and provide a reminder to citizens to obey the 
25 mph speed limits in all Smyrna residential neighborhoods.  But once we 
have reminded people we will switch our emphasis to the more effective use 
of unmarked cars and the motorcycle.  Officers will stop and warn motorists 
at 30 mph and issue tickets at 35 mph and higher,” the Chief said. 
 
The length of time the Smyrna Police Department will dedicate to this 
program will depend on the results of the effort, according to Lt. Robert 
Wilson, the Patrol Division Commander.  “We will continue the program as 
long as it takes to convince people that we are serious about protecting the 
lives of our children in town.  And once we discontinue the program we will 
continue to monitor speeding in residential issues and if necessary return to 
the focused effort,” he said. 



“We have miles of streets in this town and hundreds of children playing in 
and around them,” said Captain Wilbert Bordley, the departments second in 
command.  “We might not be able to guarantee the safety of every child on 
our streets, but we will make a concentrated effort to do what we can as a 
police department to keep them safe.  We ask for the cooperation of all of 
our residents and visitors in making Smyrna a safe place to live, work, and 
play in.”  


