J. Parking Lot Design
1) Intent
A streetscape formed by a continuous row of buildings located close to the sidewalk with minimal
parking lot frontage along U.S. Route 13 will create an attractive urban-boulevard, reflective of
the town’s historic downtown. Parking lots shall be landscaped to provide an aesthetically
pleasing streetscape.

2) Standards
a) Parking lots shall be designed to the maximum extent feasible to connect parking lots on
adjacent lots by providing cross-property easements to share driveways and reduce the
need for additional curb cuts. Future connections for parking lot interconnectivity
between adjacent lots shall be required.
b) In the case of a driveway located between parking rows adjacent to buildings, a
minimum of eighteen (18) feet shall be provided for emergency vehicle access.
c) Access to fire connections shall be provided for.
d) Parking lot speed bumps shall be prohibited.
e) Bicycle racks shall be provided and shall be located in well-lit parking areas, safe from
vehicular traffic. A minimum of one (1) rack with five (5) bicycle parking spaces shall be
provided in all parking lots containing twenty (20) or more parking spaces. Bicycle racks
shall be black in color.
f)

Parking is not permitted in the front of a building and shall be located to the side or
behind a building rather than in front to reduce the visual impact of the parking lot.
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g) Commercial buildings are encouraged to share a common entrance from the
roadway to their respective parking lots that are located to the rear of each
building.

h) A parallel parking row shall be limited to ten (10) consecutive parking spaces interuppted
by a fifteen (15) foot by nine (9) foot landscaped island to separate adjacent parking
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spaces. Two (2) trees and two (2) low-lying shrubs shall be required for each landscaped
island.

i)

All parking rows shall be terminated with an thirty-six (36) foot by nine (9) foot
landscaped, terminal island to protect parked vehicles and confine moving traffic to
aisles and driveways. Two (2) trees and two (2) low-lying shrubs shall be required per
terminal island.

j)

Parking lot trees shall be pruned so that such branches shall not obstruct the light from
any street lamp or obstruct the view of any street intersection. Trees shall also be pruned
to a minimum height of fourteen (14) feet to provide a clear space above surface
sidewalks, parking lots and driveways to allow for unobstructed passage of pedestrians
and vehicles.

k)

Parking lot lights shall be installed and maintained in all offtr
et parking
lots to ensure pedestrian lighting and safety.

l)

All parking lot lights shall have an acorn shaped luminaire on
luted, round pole shaft with a round cast base in a black,
powder coated finish.

m)

A maximum of five (5) consecutive parrallel parking rows are permitted prior
to a full row length landscaped area a minimum of six (6) feet wide.
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n) A minimum six (6) foot wide, full row length landscaped buffer shall be installed
between all parking rows abutting adjacent properties and secondary access
roads. One (1) tree shall be planted for every twenty-five (25) linear feet of
frontage and two (2) groundcover plants are required per tree. An exception may
be made if the parking lot is designed to create interconnectivity through shared
parking for adjacent lots. Landscaping shall be permanently maintained by the
property owner and/or development association.

o) Parking lots with more than five (5) parallel parking rows shall construct

sidewalks and crosswalks through a landscaped islands bisecting the parking lot
at or near the midpoint to increase pedestrian safety and connectivity.
Developers may also submit an alternative design subject to Planning and
Zoning Commission approval.

3) Modified Parking Lot Design
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To minimize the overall footprint of parking lots, the contruction of modified parking design is
encouraged.
Property owners, land developers, or land users of any parcels in the NC (North Corridor) zoning
district may install off-street spaces with modified designs with planning commission
approval.
Modified parking designs include, but are not limited to:
a) Double stacking residential parking spaces for each residential unit

b) Placing parking spaces on the ground story of a building, but behind retail uses or a façade wall.
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