
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

September 4, 2012

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Patricia A. Stombaugh at 7:31 p.m.
Council members present were Joanne Masten, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Jeff Flairty, and Anthony H. DeFeo.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Wilbert R. Bordley,
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Stombaugh asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor
Stombaugh asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilman DeFeo made the motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman DeFeo made the motion to accept the executive session minutes of
August 6, 2012 and the regular meeting minutes of August 20, 2012 as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Presiding officer – Mayor Stombaugh said she had nothing tonight.
 
B. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards stated he had nothing at this time.

C. Police chief – Chief Bordley reviewed items from his report to Council; he wanted
to make Council aware of upcoming events that will be held on Saturday – the Delaware
Senior Olympic bike race that will be coming through our town in the morning, and then
the Caribbean Night that will be held in the evening at Lake Como.

D. Town manager – Mr. Hugg said he emailed his report to Council – he said we will
be having the Delaware Senior Olympic bike race event and the Farmers Market this
weekend, so it will be a pretty busy weekend. 
     
E. Committees – Councilman DeFeo said the Public Safety Committee will meet
September 13th.
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Councilman Flairty said the Long Range Planning Committee will meet September
17th.

Councilman Johnson said the Utility Committee will meet September 5th.

Mayor Stombaugh said the Business Development Committee will meet September
6th; and the Finance Committee will meet September 12th.

Councilwoman Brown said the Police Building Review Committee met August 15th.

Councilwoman Masten said the Personnel Committee will meet September 11th; and
the Tree Commission will meet September 19th.

   
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Ed Ide, Daryl Jester, James E. Veit Sr., Pete Vigneri, Joyce Nabb,
Jim Schwartz, Conrad Hebert, Ann Laumbach, Dean Laumbach, Ken Fearn, Grant Prichard,
and Cindy A. Cogar.

Cindy Cogar, 123 West Hamilton Lane came forward to speak.  Ms. Cogar thanked
the one Council member that responded to her email.  She said she had a lot of thoughts
about the police station – she does not think that anybody would disagree that we need a
police station, but she does not think we need a $5,000,000 police station.  Ms. Cogar spoke
of issues that were brought to light at the August 28th special meeting – accreditation,
grants, the proposed gym; we need to be mindful of what we can afford, how much
additional burden would be put on the taxpayers, what additional projects have already
been approved through the Town Council, and how much this is going to cost overall.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Resolution to consider and adopt a Post issuance Compliance and Records
Retention Policy in order to document existing practices and describe various
procedures and systems to ensure that interest on tax-exempt bonds and/or notes of
the Town are or continue to be excludable from gross income for federal income tax
purposes – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to accept the post issuance compliance
and records retention policy on general obligation bonds.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously. 

B. Consideration and possible vote on the proposed police building expansion
project including, but not limited to, the following topics: (a) identifying the needs of
the community for an updated police building, (b) evaluating what size the police
building should be to satisfy the needs of the community, (c) possible funding
options, and (d) impacts of the police building expansion project on residents–
Motion #1 - Councilwoman Brown made the motion to recommend to accept the Smyrna
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Police Department needs assessment and feasibility study dated August 2012 as presented
by Fearn-Clendaniel Architects.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Flairty.

Councilman Flairty made a friendly amendment to the motion – to be used as an
attachment to a formal request for qualifications of architects to design a police station for
the Town of Smyrna with the total building program cost not to exceed $3,500,000
excluding contingencies.  The friendly amendment was seconded by Councilman DeFeo.
The friendly amendment carried with Councilwoman Masten, and Councilmen Johnson,
Flairty and DeFeo voting for, and Mayor Stombaugh, and Councilwomen White and Brown
voting against.

The amended motion carried with Councilwomen Masten and Brown, and
Councilmen Johnson, Flairty, and DeFeo voting for, and Mayor Stombaugh and
Councilwoman White voting against.

Motion #2 - Councilwoman Brown made the motion to use a construction manager
and an architect reporting directly to the Town of Smyrna as control accountability for the
project.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Flairty.  Motion carried with Mayor
Stombaugh, Councilwomen Masten and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson, Flairty, and
DeFeo voting for, and Councilwoman White voting against.

Motion #3 - Councilwoman Brown made the motion to continue the project with
the architect Fearn-Clendaniel Architects and the construction manager i3a Consulting
Engineers.  After discussion this motion was withdrawn.

Motion #4 – Councilman Flairty made the motion to require town administration
and the Finance Committee to submit a package to finance and fund the annual debt cost
associated with the $3,500,000 cost of the proposed police station by the first Council
meeting in November.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Masten.  Motion carried
with Councilwomen Masten, White, and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson, Flairty, and
DeFeo voting for, and Mayor Stombaugh voting against.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Request for “Annual Oyster Feast & Halfway to St. Patrick’s Day Celebration”
from Sheridan’s – Councilwoman White made the motion to approve Joe Sheridan’s
request with the exception that there is access for the other businesses while they are
operating.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Flairty and carried unanimously.

B. Appointment to the Finance Committee – Councilwoman White made the motion
to approve the appointment of James Schwartz to the Finance Committee.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.
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C. Resolution in remembrance of September 11th – Councilman DeFeo made the
motion to adopt the resolution in remembrance of September 11th.  Motion was seconded
by Councilman Flairty and carried unanimously.

D. Appointment to Planning and Zoning Commission – Councilwoman White made
the motion to appoint Robert Newnam to the Planning & Zoning Commission, and appoint
Temple Carter to the Board of Adjustment as Chairman.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Flairty and carried unanimously.

E. Appointment to Board of Adjustment – this item was addressed in the prior
motion.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilwoman White congratulated Jeff Leager, Courtney Lane, Wesley White, and
Hakeem Nabi who all participated in the Drum Corps Association World Championships
this past weekend – these kids have marched two and three years, they are all world
champions; they scored a 99.3 and broke the world record.

Councilwoman Masten asked for an update on the demolition or the status of the
bids for S&S Products.  Mr. Hugg gave an update on this. 

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Stombaugh adjourned the meeting at 8:52 p.m.

___________________________________
          Council Secretary
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