
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

August 20, 2012

PUBLIC HEARING

The public hearing was opened at 7:15 p.m. by Mayor Patricia A. Stombaugh.
Council members present were Joanne Masten, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Jeff Flairty, and Anthony H. DeFeo.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Wilbert R. Bordley, and
Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Stombaugh said the public hearing is to: 1) consider an amendment to
the Town of Smyrna Comprehensive Plan, changing the Future Land Use designation of 370
North Main Street (DC17-010.13-02-03.00-000) from High Density Residential to
Employment Center/Light Industry; and 2) consider an application from KRM
Development Corporation to rezone 370 North Main Street (DC17-010.13-02-03.00-000)
from R-3, High Density Residential to LM, Limited Manufacturing.

Mr. Hugg briefly gave a little background on the request.  He explained that this has
gone to the Planning & Zoning Commission and to State Planning.  Mr. Hugg introduced Ron
Athey from KRM Development, who is the property owner.

Mr. Athey came forward to speak.  Mr. Athey gave a little history of the property.

Councilman Flairty asked about the zoning change that was done in 2005.  Mr. Hugg
explained why that was done.  Councilman Flairty stated he did not understand having
Manufacturing or Light Manufacturing next to residentially zoned properties, schools, or
parks.  Mr. Hugg said that Light Manufacturing would have less traffic than R-3.

Councilman Johnson asked about the environmental impact.  Mr. Hugg said he
would suspect that it would be minimal, but it would be better to ask Mr. Collett who is
going to be the occupant of the property.  John Collett from Collett & Sons came forward –
he said there would be no environmental impact.  

Councilman Flairty asked about the types of chemicals they would be using and the
amount of employees.  Mr. Collett said right now they have 16 employees; most of their
work is on the road in plants; they do fabricate and assemble some equipment in the shop –
they want to expand their shop from what they have right now; they would be moving from
Townsend.

Mayor Stombaugh closed the public hearing at 7:30 p.m.
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REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Patricia A. Stombaugh at 7:30 p.m.
Council members present were Joanne Masten, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Jeff Flairty, and Anthony H. DeFeo.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Wilbert R. Bordley,
Attorney John Terence Jaywork, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Stombaugh asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor
Stombaugh asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Mr. Hugg clarified that with agenda item 9(a) we are not dealing with deleting the
existing subsection 11 “Manufacturing District (M)” at tonight’s meeting – it will be coming
back to Council at a later date.

Councilwoman Masten asked to have item 9(b) removed until after the Personnel
Committee meeting on September 11th.

Councilman Flairty made the motion to accept the agenda as amended.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman DeFeo made the motion to accept the minutes of August 6, 2012 as
presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg said he had nothing to bring forward
tonight.

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Stombaugh said she had nothing tonight.
 
C. Town attorney – Mr. Jaywork said he would like the minutes from the August 6,
2012 executive session to be added to the next agenda.

D. Police chief – Chief Bordley stated he did not have a report this evening, but he
wanted to touch on the Delaware Senior Olympic bike race that will be held on September
8th and asked Council members to attend.

E. Town manager – Mr. Hugg stated that he emailed Council his report.
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F. Committees – Councilman DeFeo said the Public Safety Committee met August 9th

and touched on a few items from the meeting.

Councilman Flairty said the Long Range Planning Committee was held tonight in lieu
of the initial kick-off meeting for the Route 13 Corridor Design Study that was going on
right now.

Mayor Stombaugh said the Finance Committee met August 15th and touched on a
few items from the meeting.

Councilwoman Brown said the Smyrna Public Library Advisory Board will meet
tomorrow in the conference room. 

Councilwoman Masten said the Personnel Committee met August 14th and reviewed
what was discussed at the meeting.

   
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Dwayne Ratcliffe, Ed Ide, John Collett, Justin Collett, Daryl
Jester, Ken Fearn, James Harkins, Ron Athey, Cris Watson, Dee Watson, Sally Lee, Joseph
Sheridan, Duane R. Young, Ann Laumbach, Dean Laumbach, and Cindy A. Cogar.

Dwayne Ratcliffe, 805 Lexington Avenue came forward to speak.  Mr. Ratcliffe spoke
about his electric bill being so high.  Council asked for Mr. Ratcliffe’s information;
Councilman Johnson stated he would look at Mr. Ratcliffe’s bill and get back to him.

Joe Sheridan, 42 West Commerce Street came forward to speak.  Mr. Sheridan spoke
of the Half Way to St. Patrick’s Day celebration and that he just realized he would be out of
town for the next Council meeting, so he wanted to bring his letter with his request to
Council’s attention tonight.  Mr. Hugg stated it will be added to the next Council agenda for
consideration.

Duane Young, 107 West Frazier Street came forward to speak.  Mr. Young thanked
Councilman DeFeo for his consideration and time that he took to come down to Lake Como
and to look at the situation there for himself.  Mr. Young then asked about the refund of the
PPCAC overcharge.  Mr. Hugg explained that the PPCAC was decreased in April, so residents
are actually getting some of it back already; and the Utility Committee has agreed to take a
look at it again in October or November to see about adjusting it again.

Cindy Cogar, 123 West Hamilton Lane came forward to speak.  Ms. Cogar spoke
about the police station; she sees that it is on the agenda for tonight and she would just like
Council to consider all of the other projects that are going on.  She said she is concerned
about taxes increasing.  Ms. Cogar also thanked Council for their service.
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OLD BUSINESS

A. Consideration and vote to amend Appendix A (Zoning) of the Town Code of the
Town of Smyrna by amending Section 5 (District Regulations) by adding a new
Subsection 11 “Limited Manufacturing District (LM) – Councilwoman White made the
motion to approve Ord. No. 010-12, an ordinance to amend Appendix A (“Zoning”) if the
Town Code of the Town of Smyrna by amending section 5 (“District regulations”) by
inserting a new subsection 20 “Limited Manufacturing (LM)”.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman DeFeo.  Motion carried with Councilwomen Masten, White, and Brown, and
Councilmen Johnson, Flairty, and DeFeo voting for, and Mayor Stombaugh abstaining.

B. Presentation of and Possible vote on draft oversight policies and procedures
for town committees, commissions, and boards – this item was postponed until after
the next Personnel Committee meeting.

C. Third reading: Ord. No. 008-12, an ordinance to amend Chapter 70
(“Utilities”), Section 70-177 (“Service classification, EIR, industrial/primary rate”) –
Councilwoman White made the motion to approve an ordinance to amend Chapter 70
(“Utilities”), Section 70-177 (“Service classification, EIR, industrial/primary rate”).  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously. 

D. Third reading: Ord. No. 009-12, an ordinance to amend Chapter 18 (“Building
and building regulations”), Article XX (“Annual registration of vacant buildings and
registration fees”) to specify the use of fees and penalties collected pursuant to this
article – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to accept an ordinance to amend Chapter 18
(“Building and building regulations”), Article XX (“Annual registration of vacant buildings
and registration fees”) to specify the use of fees and penalties collected pursuant to this
article.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Actions on public hearing:
1. Consider an amendment to the Town of Smyrna Comprehensive Plan,

changing the Future Land Use designation of 370 North Main Street (DC17-
010.13-02-03.00-000) from High Density Residential to Employment
Center/Light Industry – Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the
amendment to the Comprehensive Plan, changing the Future Land Use
designation of 370 North Main Street (DC 17-010.13-02-03.00-000) from High
Density Residential to Employment Center/Light Industry.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.

2. Consider an application from KRM Development Corporation to rezone
370 North Main Street (DC17-010.13-02-03.00-000) from R-3, High Density
Residential to LM, Limited Manufacturing – Councilman DeFeo made the
motion to approve an application from KRM Development Corporation to rezone
370 North Main Street (DC 17- 010.13-02-03.00-000) from R-3, High Density
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Residential to LM, Limited Manufacturing because this change is consistent with
the Comprehensive Plan and has come with the recommendation of the Planning
& Zoning Commission.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Masten and
carried unanimously.

B. Consideration and possible vote to designate Recording Secretary as the FOIA
Coordinator – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to forward this item to the Personnel
Committee.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

C. Proposal and vote to change the name of Police Building Review Committee to
Police Building Committee – Councilwoman Brown made the motion to change the name
of the ‘Police Building Review Committee’ to the ‘Police Building Committee’.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously. 

D. Consideration and possible vote on PNC Borrowing Resolution – Resolution
authorizing the borrowing of not more than $2,300,000.00 from PNC Bank, National
Association in the form of: (1) a non-revolving line of credit in the amount of
$1,300,000.00 to provide bridge financing for the North Duck Creek Water Line
Extension, Phase I and Phase II, and (2) a revolving line of credit in the amount of
$1,000,000.00 to provide interim funding for certain ongoing water, wastewater, and
electric projects that have committed permanent financing in place; pledging the full
faith, credit and taxing power of the Town for the notes; providing for the sale of the
notes to PNC Bank, National Association, as purchaser; and authorizing other
necessary action – Councilman Flairty made the motion to approve the resolution
authorizing the borrowing.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo.  Motion carried
with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwomen Masten and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson,
Flairty, and DeFeo voting for, and Councilwoman White voting against.

E. Consideration and possible vote to establish a budget and funding mechanism
for police building expansion – Councilman Flairty made the motion to request the
Finance Committee to provide Council with an affordable cost to build a police station.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White.  After discussion, both the motion and
second were withdrawn.

F. Recommendation from the Finance Committee re: tax assessment appeal
requests (Ramunno and Stover) – Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the
recommendation of the Finance Committee regarding the tax assessment appeals from
Ramunno and Stover.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried
unanimously.  

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilwoman White said she did not appreciate Mayor Stombaugh’s comment to
Councilman Flairty regarding items 10(d) and (e).
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Councilwoman White spoke about street sweeping in front of her home and
ticketing.

Councilman Flairty commended Mr. Prichard for the work he has been doing at Lake
Como Woods.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Stombaugh adjourned the meeting at 9:20 p.m.

___________________________________
          Council Secretary

vlh




