
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

July 16, 2012

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Patricia A. Stombaugh at 7:31 p.m.
Council members present were Joanne Masten, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Jeff Flairty and Anthony H. DeFeo.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Attorney John Terence Jaywork,
and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Stombaugh asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor
Stombaugh asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilman Flairty asked to have item 9(c) put off until the next meeting.  Mayor
Stombaugh asked to have item 9(h) put off until the next meeting.

Councilman Flairty made the motion to accept the agenda as amended.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes of July 2, 2012 as
presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg explained that Council received the current
account balances via email last week.  He said Council also received an update on the
transfer tax revenues through last month and the revenue expenditure reports for the first
five months of this year.

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Stombaugh thanked Shirley and Joe Sheridan for the
fabulous event and their committee; she is very proud of what they did for our town.  She
asked them to come to the next meeting to receive a certificate of appreciation for what
they have done.  Mayor Stombaugh also thanked the CCO – they hosted their all-star game
on Sunday and there was a wonderful turnout.
 
C. Town attorney – Mr. Jaywork said he had two items to bring to Council: one was a
FOIA decision which he passed out to Council; the other item was regarding a property
which the town held a second mortgage due to a lien on the property and the town
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received a check today from the sale of the house which included not only the money the
town spent on the house, but also all of the past due taxes, penalties, and utility bills.

D. Police chief – Chief Bordley is on vacation.

E. Town manager – Mr. Hugg said he sent Council his report and spoke about the
basketball courts and that we hope to have them done this week barring no rain; we are
wrapping up some paving work that was part of the 2011 project.
         
F. Committees – Councilman DeFeo said the Public Safety Committee met July 12th

and he passed out the minutes to Council just before tonight’s meeting.

Councilman Flairty said the Long Range Planning Committee met this evening and
discussed some topics from the meeting.

Councilman Johnson said the Utility Committee did not have a meeting because they
did not have a quorum on July 9th.

Mayor Stombaugh said the Finance Committee met July 11th and they are getting
ready to work on the budget.

Councilwoman Brown said the Smyrna Public Library Advisory Board will meet
tomorrow in the Conference Room at the Smyrna Town Hall; also, she wanted to point out
the fact that committees are very, very important and the event that was held on Saturday
came out of a brainstorming session at the Business Development Committee.

Councilwoman Masten said the Personnel Committee met July 10th and discussed
three key items that were addressed at that meeting; the next Personnel Committee
meeting will be held August 14th; the next Shade Tree Commission meeting will be held July
18th.

   
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Daryl Jester, June Ward, Wiley Howard Huggins, Diana S.
Huggins, Eunice Fountain, Sedrick Fountain, Duane R. Young, Janet W. Bratten, Marian
Bower, Steve Oliver, Margaret Stevenson, James Harrison, Jacob Harrison, Sasha Harrison,
Sally Lee, Joe & Shirley Sheridan, James Harkins, Eric Harding Sr., Ed Ide, Lori Alberts, Rosie
Distler, Andrea Hoage, Joseph Wilson, Jay Garnett, Ann Laumbach, Dean Laumbach, Cindy
A. Cogar, Darlene Sullivan, and Eugene Hanks.  

A. Presentation by Boys & Girls Club – no one was present.

Mayor Stombaugh asked for Jacob and James Harrison to come forward.  She
explained that Jacob and James Harrison are members of Boy Scout Troop #24 of Dover.
Jacob and James Harrison came forward and explained that they were working on their
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Communications merit badge and it requires that they attend a council meeting.

Janet Bratten, 426 North School Lane came forward to speak.  Ms. Bratten read a
letter to the Council into the record.  She wanted to know why the roads have not been
paved in the Glenwood development after the new water service lines were installed back
in 2009, and asked for the paving to be done as soon as possible.  Mr. Hugg explained that
the Glenwood development is on the priority list for 2013 paving projects.  Ms. Bratten
invited Council to ride through North School Lane and see for themselves.  Mr. Hugg said
the town would ride through the neighborhood and that we would see what we can do.

Lori Alberts, North School Lane came forward to speak.  Ms. Alberts reiterated what
Ms. Bratten said.

Eunice Fountain, 426 Paul Drive came forward to speak.  Ms. Fountain invited
Council to drive on Paul Drive.

Steve Oliver, 450 Ronald Lane came forward to speak.  Mr. Oliver reiterated what
the other residents of Glenwood had said.

Floyd Guessford, 443 North School Lane came forward to speak.  Mr. Guessford
invited Council to drive the streets of Glenwood every day for a year in their own car.

Margaret Stevenson, 417 Paul Drive came forward to speak.  Ms. Stevenson
reiterated what the other residents of Glenwood had said.

Joseph Wilson, 27 Harkins Drive came forward to speak.  Mr. Wilson stated he is
with the CCO – Concerned Citizens Organization, and spoke of what the organization does.
He also presented a plaque to the Town of Smyrna for their continued support of their
organization.

Cindy Cogar, 123 West Hamilton Lane came forward to speak.  Ms. Cogar asked for
an update on the police station, and noted that it is was very nice to see so many people
attending the meeting this evening.  Ms. Cogar also spoke about the donated leave policy
where she works.

Joe Sheridan, 44 West Commerce Street came forward to speak.  Mr. Sheridan
thanked everyone for their support regarding the beer, wine and food festival held this past
weekend.

Duane Young, 107 West Frazier Street came forward to speak.  Mr. Young spoke
about problems at Lake Como – smoking on the beach, dogs in the water, and kids
swimming outside of the roped area.  He said the signs don’t make any difference and the
lifeguards don’t do anything.
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Darlene Sullivan, 126 North Delaware Street came forward to speak.  Ms. Sullivan
also spoke of the problems at Lake Como, and of using the bathrooms at the Municipal Park
where there were no doors on the bathroom stalls.  She said it would be really nice if there
were doors on the stalls – there are a lot of creepy people out there.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Third reading: Ord. No. 006-12, an ordinance to amend Chapter 2
“Administration”, Article III “Finance” – Councilman Flairty made the motion to pass
Ord. No. 006-12, an ordinance to amend Chapter 2 “Administration”, Article III “Finance” as
it is written.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously. 

B. Second reading: Ord. No. 007-12, an ordinance to amend Section 66-106.5
regarding parking of commercial vehicles – Councilman DeFeo stated that it is creating
a hardship on people who have these larger vehicles.  Councilman Flairty made the motion
to waive the three reading rule for Ord. No. 007-12.  Motion was seconded by Councilman
Johnson and carried unanimously.
 

Councilman Flairty made the motion to adopt Ord. No. 007-12, an ordinance to
amend Section 66-106.5 regarding parking of commercial vehicles.  Motion was seconded
by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

C. Update on Homeowner’s Association issue – Mayor Stombaugh said the
Homeowner’s Association had nothing new to report.  Mr. Hugg said he had nothing to add.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Ordinance ref. use of revenues from vacant building registrations –
Councilwoman White made the motion approve the first reading of Ord. No. 009-12, an
ordinance to amend Chapter 18 (“Building and building regulations”).  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.  

B. Discussion and possible action relating to existing, planned and proposed debt
service payments by the town – Councilman Flairty presented and passed out an excel
spreadsheet of accounting information on this to Council.

C. Presentation of draft oversight policies and procedures for town committees,
boards and commissions – this item was removed.

D. Discussion and possible action related to Council meeting protocols –
Councilman Flairty made the motion to have the Personnel Committee take on this decision
to review the existing set of policies and procedures for the actions of Council and how the
procedures and policies relate to rules of procedure - reviewing the rules of procedure for
Council.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.
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E. First reading: Ord. No. 008-12, an ordinance to amend Chapter 70, Section 70-
177, Service classification, EIR, industrial/primary rate – Councilman DeFeo made the
motion to accept the first reading of Ord. No. 008-12, an ordinance to amend Chapter 70
(“Utilities”), Section 70-177 (“Service classification, EIR, industrial/primary rate”).  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

F. Resolution ref. changes to the personnel policy re: donated leave policy –
Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the resolution to the personnel policy
re: donated leave policy.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried
unanimously.  

G. Resolution ref. changes to the personnel policy re: disciplinary action form –
Councilman DeFeo made the motion to amend Section 11, General employee work
practices by adding a new Section 11.3, Notice of safety violation.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.

H. Appointments to committees/commissions/boards – this item was removed.

I. Reaffirm that the Chief and Town Manager do not need Council approval to
fill position that is already in the budget – Councilwoman White made the motion to
reaffirm that the Chief and Town Manager do not need the Council approval to fill
positions already in the budget.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo.

After discussion Councilwoman Brown made the motion to amend the original
motion by changing it to say “promotions” rather than “positions”.  Motion was seconded
by Councilman Johnson.  The amendment passed with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwomen
White and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson, Flairty and DeFeo voting for, and
Councilwoman Masten voting against.

The amended motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwoman Brown, and
Councilmen Johnson and Flairty voting for, and Councilwomen Masten and White, and
Councilman DeFeo voting against.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Mayor Stombaugh asked to have the plaque from CCO hung up.

Councilman DeFeo asked for the status of the demolition that Council had approved.
Mr. Hugg updated Council on that item.

Councilman DeFeo said that he heard that Mayor Stombaugh has considered
bringing Councilman DeFeo and maybe some other Council people up on an ethics charge
and he wanted to know if that was true.  Mayor Stombaugh stated she had no comment at
this time.
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Councilwoman Masten announced that there will be a Delaware Senior Olympic
Bike race on September 8th and asked everyone to mark their calendars.  She also thanked
Mr. Jester, the Public Works staff, and the Smyrna Police Department for their help with the
Beer, Wine and Food Festival that was held on Saturday.

Mayor Stombaugh announced that also on September 8th there will be a Caribbean
night at Lake Como – there will be a dinner and entertainment.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Stombaugh adjourned the meeting at 9:36 p.m.

___________________________________
          Council Secretary
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