
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

June 18, 2012

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Patricia A. Stombaugh at 7:30 p.m.
Council members present were Joanne Masten, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, , and Anthony H. DeFeo.  Councilman Jeff Flairty was present via teleconference.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Wilbert R. Bordley,
Attorney John Terence Jaywork, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Stombaugh asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor
Stombaugh asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Mr. Hugg asked the item 9(b) be considered directly after item 7(a); and item 9(a)
was removed.

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the agenda as amended.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman DeFeo made the motion to approve the minutes of June 4, 2012 as
presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg said Council was sent via email both the
PNC Bank balances and also the most current report on transfer taxes through the month of
May.

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Stombaugh thanked everyone that participated in the
Farmer’s Market on Saturday.
 
C. Town attorney – Mr. Jaywork said he had nothing to bring before Council this
evening.

D. Police chief – Chief Bordley said Council had his report – it has been a busy couple
of weeks.

E. Town manager – Mr. Hugg said Council was sent his report earlier today, and
touched on a couple of things from the report.
         
F. Committees – Councilman DeFeo said the Public Safety Committee met June 14th.
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Councilman Flairty said the Long Range Planning Committee did not meeting this
evening; the next meeting is scheduled for July 16th.

Councilman Johnson said the Utility Committee met June 11th.

Mayor Stombaugh said the Business Development Committee meets on the first
Thursday of every month; there is a business mixer at Sheridan’s Irish Pub on June 26th

from 5 to 7 p.m.; the Finance Committee did not have a meeting because there was no
quorum; the Police Building Fundraising Committee meets every Tuesday.

Councilwoman Brown said the Library Advisory Board will meet tomorrow; the
Police Building Review Committee will meet on the 20th.

Councilwoman Masten said the Tree Commission will meet June 20th; the Personnel
Committee met June 12th; the next Personnel Committee meeting will be July 10th.

   
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Ed Ide, Daryl Jester, James Harkins, Bill Evans, Jim Brewer,
Gary Shahan, Bonnie Lawrence, Jennifer Dailey, Sally Lee, Cindy A. Cogar, and Jesse Netz.

A. Presentation of 2011 Audit – Pam Baker of Barbacane, Thornton & Company came
forward to speak.  Ms. Baker handed out copies of the 2011 audit to Council and gave a
broad overview of the audit.

Councilman Johnson made the motion to accept the 2011 audit report.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously. 

Cindy Cogar, 123 West Hamilton Lane, Smyrna came forward to speak.  Ms. Cogar
spoke about the lack of control over the Council meetings; she believes it is the Mayor’s
responsibility to maintain control over the meetings.  Ms. Cogar spoke about an outburst at
a previous meeting – it was inappropriate; she also spoke about the police station and that
she cannot afford another tax increase.

Latoya Smith, 35 Harkins Drive, Smyrna came forward to speak.  Ms. Smith asked for
more police security on Harkins Drive in the Green Meadows II subdivision. 

OLD BUSINESS

A. Annexation, 217 Smyrna Leipsic Road, State of Delaware
i. Set Zoning Designation (Institutional and Recreational) –

Councilwoman White made the motion to set the zoning designation as
Institutional and Recreational for 217 Smyrna Leipsic Road.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

ii. Adopt resolution approving annexation with zoning designation
in place – Councilwoman White made the motion to adopt the resolution
approving the annexation of 217 Smyrna Leipsic Road, State of Delaware,
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with the zoning designation of Institutional and Recreational.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

B. Consideration of new police station and possible vote – Councilman Flairty
made the motion to ask the Finance Committee to account for all the existing debt service
that we have this year and the approved capital projects that we have approved this year
for the next year moving forward and to tell us what the town can afford for a new police
station based on the current budget that we have, and how they plan on paying for it.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson.  Motion carried with Mayor Stombaugh,
Councilwomen Masten and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson, Flairty, and DeFeo voting for,
and Councilwoman White voting against.

C. Report on the progress on Lake Como Woods – Gary Shahan came forward and
updated Council on the status of the progress in taking care of the issues in the Lake Como
Woods subdivision – he stated that by this time tomorrow everything they had agreed will
be complete.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Consideration to hire an additional police officer – this item was removed.

B. Accept FY2011 Audit Report – this item was taken care of after item 7(a).  

C. Approval of Memorandum of Agreement between the Town of Smyrna, the
State of Delaware, and the Dover/Kent County Metropolitan Planning Organization
for the Smyrna U.S. Route 13 Corridor Plan – Councilman Flairty made the motion to
authorize the Mayor to sign the finalized memorandum of agreement when it is received.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

D. Recommendation of Personnel Committee
i. Recommendation to promote Pfc. Garr Owens to Sr. Pfc. effective

6/19/12 - Councilwoman Brown made the motion to promote Pfc. Garr Owens
to Sr. Pfc. effective 6/19/12.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Masten
and carried unanimously.

ii. Recommendation to fill vacant Electric Department position
(apprentice) – Councilwoman Masten made the motion to fill the vacant Electric
Department position with an apprentice and to post it both locally and publicly.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

iii. Recommendation to hire an additional police officer – Councilwoman
White made the motion to hire an additional police officer.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman DeFeo.  Motion carried with Mayor Stombaugh,
Councilwomen Masten and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson, Flairty, and DeFeo
voting for, and Councilwoman White voting against.

iv. Recommendation to amend personnel policy to add “Notice of Safety
Violation” – Councilwoman White made the motion to amend the personnel
policy to add “Notice of Safety Violation”.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.
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E. Accounting of expenditures and receipts and account balance for the Police
Building Fundraising Committee – Councilman Flairty made the motion request that the
Police Building Fundraising Committee be dissolved and recreated as a private citizen
group.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo.  Mr. Jaywork clarified that the motion
was to disband the sub-committee and reinstitute it as a private citizens committee and
transfer the funds on that account to the new committee.  Motion carried with Mayor
Stombaugh, Councilwomen Masten and White, and Councilmen Johnson, Flairty, and DeFeo
voting for, and Councilwoman Brown abstaining.

F. First reading: Ord. No. 006-12, an ordinance to amend Chapter 2
“Administration”, Article III “Finance” – Councilwoman White made the motion to make
this the first reading of Ord. No. 006-12, an ordinance to amend Chapter 2
“Administration”, Article III “Finance”.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Masten
and carried unanimously.

G. Award of bid for Green Meadows Pump Station replacement – Councilman
Flairty made the motion to award the bid for the Green Meadows Pump Station
replacement to Larimore Construction in the amount of $217,608.00.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

There was none.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss contract negotiations – Councilwoman White made
the motion to go into executive session to discuss contract negotiations.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.  Council went into executive
session at 9:42 p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 10:10 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Stombaugh adjourned the meeting at 10:10 p.m.

___________________________________
          Council Secretary
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