
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

December 16, 2013

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:30 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Jeff Flairty, and John L. Embert III.  

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Wilbert R. Bordley,
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Masten
asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the regular council minutes of
November 4, 2013 and the executive session minutes of December 2, 2013 as presented.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg said the most recent PNC Bank balance
report and November transfer tax report were sent to Council by Mr. Stulir, and he had no
other reports to bring forward tonight.

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten asked Daryl Jester, Director of Public Works, to
come forward.  Mayor Masten read into the record and presented Mr. Jester with a
proclamation honoring him on the occasion of his retirement.  Mayor Masten thanked
Robin Bruner and the many others who participated in the Farmers Market Christmas
event; she also thanked Janet Vinc and Dawn Thompson for putting together a very nice
party for the employees at the Painted Stave on Friday.

C. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards updated Council on the Locust Street Alley issue.

D. Police chief – Chief Bordley reviewed his report to Council.

E. Town manager – Mr. Hugg briefly touched on items from his report to Council.
   
F. Committees – Larry Thornton, Chair of the Public Safety Committee, came forward
to speak.  Mr. Thornton reported the Public Safety Committee met on December 12th.
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Councilman Flairty said the Utility Committee met December 4th and the next
meeting is January 8th; the Economic Development Committee met December 5th and the
next meeting is January 9th; the Business Development Subcommittee will meet December
19th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee met December 10th and 11th.
Mayor Masten asked Councilman Johnson to have the Finance Committee take a look at the
senior citizen tax exemption amounts to see if they are still valid amounts; and keep on top
of delinquent taxes and maybe get a quarterly report from Mr. Stulir and Mr. Markow, and
also look into collections of old utility accounts.

Councilwoman Brown said the Police Building Committee met earlier this evening.
Ed Ide came forward and updated Council on the bid openings that were held last week for
the Smyrna Police Station Expansion project.

Councilwoman Rodriguez said the Personnel Committee met December 10th,
however, there was no quorum; the next meeting will be December 18th.

Mayor Masten said there should be an update from the Parks & Recreation
Committee by the January 21st Council meeting. 

   
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Daryl Jester, Jennifer Dailey, Eric Cooper, Ed Ide, Wayde
Clendaniel, Larry Thornton, Larry Graf, Jennifer Love, Chris Whitley, Peter M. Retzlaff, Bill
Evans, Janet Vinc, David McGuire, Gary Stulir, Conrad Hebert, Andrea Hodge, and Bob
Hairgrove.

Eric Cooper, Smyrna Police Department, came forward to speak.  Mr. Cooper stated
he was here tonight as a Board member of the Fraternal Order of Police Smyrna Lodge No.
22.  Mr. Cooper gave copies of a letter to Council, which he then read into the record, which
pertained to Council agenda item 9(c).

Michael Sparco came forward to speak.  Mr. Sparco stated he owns 431-437
Smyrna-Clayton Boulevard and asked if the building could be declared a vacant building,
since they are in the process of making renovations, in order to reduce the taxes for that
property.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible vote on FY 2014 Operating Budget and FY 2014-2016
Capital Budget – Councilwoman Brown made the motion to approve the FY 2014
Operating Budget and FY 2014-2016 Capital Budget as approved by the Finance
Committee.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Flairty.  
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Councilman Johnson made the friendly amendment to revisit the property tax
increase in February or March.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Flairty.  Motion
passed with Mayor Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson
and Flairty voting for, and Councilwoman White and Councilman Embert voting against.

The original motion with the amendment passed with Mayor Masten,
Councilwomen Rodriguez and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson and Flairty voting for, and
Councilwoman White and Councilman Embert voting against. 

B. Continued discussion and possible vote on the use of a consent agenda –
Councilman Flairty made the motion to request the Finance Committee to come up with a
draft policy for major expense approvals and provide it back to Council within 60 days.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White.  Motion carried with Mayor Masten,
Councilwoman Rodriguez, and Councilmen Flairty and Embert voting for, and
Councilwomen White and Brown, and Councilman Johnson voting against.

C. Consideration and approval of the lease with Verizon/Cellco for installation of
cellular antennas on the Carter Road water tower – Councilman Flairty made the
motion to approve the lease with Verizon/Cellco for installation of cellular antennas on the
Carter Road water tower.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried
unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion and vote on appointment of Larry Graf as Vice Chairman of Finance
Committee – this item was removed from the agenda.

B. Immediate hiring freeze for all departments – Councilman Flairty made the
motion to remove agenda items 9 (b), (c), (d), and (e).  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

C. Propose no employee or manager salary increases for 2014, including
proposed and existing employee contracts – this item was removed from the agenda.

D. Restrict take-home privileges for town vehicles to Chief and Town Manager
only – this item was removed from the agenda.

E. All professional services and continuing service contracts to be reviewed,
renegotiated or terminated and rebid in 1st quarter of 2014 – this item was removed
from the agenda.

F. Discussion and possible vote on request for waiver per Chapter 18, Article XII
– Division 4 – Waiver of Town Taxes, charges & Fees – Sec. 18-801 for 431-437
Smyrna-Clayton Boulevard – Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the
request for the waiver.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried
unanimously.
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Councilman Flairty made the motion to waive 50 percent of the taxes for 2013.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss trade secrets and commercial or financial
information of a privileged or confidential nature – Councilman Johnson made the
motion to go into executive session to discuss trade secrets and commercial or financial
information of a privileged or confidential nature.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman
Brown and carried unanimously.  Council went into executive session at 8:53 p.m.

Councilman Embert made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.  Council came out of executive
session at 9:16 p.m.

B. Possible action on trade secrets and commercial or financial information of a
privileged or confidential nature discussed in executive session – Councilwoman
White made the motion to move forward as discussed in executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously. 

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

There was none.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Masten adjourned the meeting at 9:17 p.m.
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