
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

September 3, 2013

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:30 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, and John L. Embert III.  Councilman Flairty was excused.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Wilbert R. Bordley,
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Masten
asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Mr. Hugg asked to add ‘designation of a portion of the Municipal Parking Lot for
future library use’ as item 8(g) under ‘new business’.

Councilwoman Brown made the motion to accept the agenda as amended.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the regular and executive session
minutes of August 19, 2013 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson
and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten gave an update on the statue for George Wright;
she announced that Pinnacle Convalescent Home south of Smyrna is having an ‘Honor the
Veterans Day’ this Saturday, September 7th from noon to 3 p.m.; also, the 9/11 event will be
held on Commerce Street in front of the fire house on September 11th.

B. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards said he did not have anything at this time.

C. Police chief – Chief Bordley reported that our National Night Out on August 19th

was a huge success; and briefly touched on items from his report to Council.

D. Town manager – Mr. Hugg touched briefly on items from his report to Council
including negotiations with property owners regarding easements for north water and
sewer, Senator Carper was in town on August 20th for a grant award to the Boys & Girls
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Club and to help us celebrate the completion of the water main north of Duck Creek, and a
meeting regarding the Smyrna Regional Library.
   
E. Committees – Councilman Embert said the Public Safety Committee will meet
September 12th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee will not have a meeting on
September 11th; it will be rescheduled to a later date.

Mayor Masten asked to have Mr. Sparco come back to Council to give an update on
his progress at the property on Smyrna Clayton Boulevard.

   
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Jim Kalicharan, Ed Ide, James E. Veit, Peter M. Retzlaff, Cindy
A. Cogar, Tony DeFeo, Pete Vigneri, James Harkins, and Conrad Hebert.

Cindy Cogar came forward to speak.  Ms. Cogar thanked Council and the town for the
progress made at the house at the corner of Delaware Street and Hamilton Lane.

Ed Ide came forward to speak. Mr. Ide updated Council on the Smyrna Police
Department Expansion project.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Consideration and vote on request to close a portion of North Market Street
for outdoor entertainment for the Halfway to St. Patrick’s Day Celebration from
Sheridan’s Irish Pub –  Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the request to
close a portion of North Market Street for outdoor entertainment for the Halfway to St.
Patrick’s Day Celebration from Sheridan’s Irish Pub.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

B. Consideration and vote on award of bid re: North Duck Creek Pump Station –
Councilwoman White made the motion to award the bid for the North Duck Creek Pump
Station project to Teal Construction, Inc. in the amount of $668,860.00.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously. 

C. Consideration and vote on resolution naming signatories/trustees for pension
plans – Councilwoman White made the motion to authorize the Town Manager, the
Manager of Accounting and Business Services, and the Finance Committee Chair - any two
of the three - as the signatories/trustees for the pension funds.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Rodriguez and carried unanimously.

D. Consideration and vote on proposal for lease of Carter Road Water Tower for
cell phone antennas – this was informational only.
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E. Discussion and possible vote on pole attachment agreement between the
Town of Smyrna and Fiber Technologies Networks – Councilwoman White made the
motion to approve the pole attachment agreement between the Town of Smyrna and Fiber
Technologies Networks subject to Hudson, Jones, Jaywork & Fisher’s final changes.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

F. Discussion of proposed Budget Reserve Ordinance – after discussion Mr.
Edwards was asked to put Council’s comments into ordinance form for the next council
meeting.

G. Designation of a portion of the Municipal parking lot for future library use –
Councilwoman Brown made the motion to designate a portion of the Municipal parking lot
for future library use.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried
unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilwoman White asked to have information on back taxes owed to the Town of
Smyrna for 2011 and prior; she also asked about the signs along Route 1 that announce
that specific businesses are located at that exit.  Mr. Hugg said he would look into that, he
believes they pay a fee.

Councilman Embert asked each Council member to pick a service member to
recognize and have a proclamation given to them at the November 4th council meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session for the purpose of holding a strategy session for pending or
potential litigation where an open meeting would have an adverse effect on the
bargaining position of the town – Councilwoman Brown made the motion to go into
executive session for the purpose of holding a strategy session for pending or potential
litigation where an open meeting would have an adverse effect on the bargaining position
of the town.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.
Council went into executive session at 8:27 p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 8:59 p.m.

B. Possible discussion and action on pending or potential litigation where an
open meeting would have an adverse effect on the bargaining position of the town –
Councilwoman made the motion to have the town manager move forward as discussed in
executive session.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried
unanimously.
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ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Johnson made the motion to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Embert.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. by unanimous vote.
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