
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

August 5, 2013

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:30 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Jeff Flairty, and John L. Embert III.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Wilbert R. Bordley,
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Masten
asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the minutes of July 15, 2013 as
presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten gave an update on the statue for George Wright;
she thanked Mr. Jester and his crew for painting the curbs and spraying of weeds; she
reminded everyone of National Night Out that will be held tomorrow night; and she
checked with the President of the Fire Company - there will be a 9/11 event that is
generally held in front of the fire house.  Mayor Masten asked Mr. Hugg for an update on the
status of the employee evaluations.  Mr. Hugg stated they are all done, but he thinks one –
he thinks there is one that the manager has not met with the employee to finish the
evaluation, but all the managers are done, he thinks everybody in Public Works and
Electric, everybody in Planning & Inspections, everybody in IT, Library, he thinks there is
one evaluation waiting to be completed.  Mayor Masten said then Council still has to get
together and look at Mr. Hugg’s and Chief Bordley’s accountabilities.  Mayor Masten asked
Chief Bordley if he has gotten any feedback from his officers re: the tethering ordinance
that was recently passed.  Chief Bordley said the officers love the ordinance; they had a few
calls the day after it was passed where they had to take some enforcement action on
warning citizens – they put the information on Facebook and citizens were calling them
instantly notifying them of tethering issues.

B. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards said he did not have anything at this time.
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C. Police chief – Chief Bordley said he did not have a report this evening; he hopes
everyone comes out for National Night Out tomorrow.

D. Town manager – Mr. Hugg touched briefly on items from his report to Council;
Senate Bill 86 was signed which transferred a parcel of state land to the town for a future
water tower, possible well treatment and other public uses; working with the State
Housing Authority on a project to get them some state grant money for a new playground
and park equipment at McLane Gardens.
   
E. Committees – Councilman Flairty said the Utility Committee will meet August 7th;
the Economic Development Committee will meet August 8th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee met July 25th.
   

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Daryl Jester, Ed Ide, Dean Laumbach, Conrad Hebert, Joe
Wilson, André Sorrell, Cindy A. Cogar, Melissa Burke, and Andrea Hodge.

Cindy Cogar came forward to speak.  Ms. Cogar commented on what Councilman
Johnson had said – she hopes that we don’t have to raise property taxes and string that
over the next couple of years.  She stated on her way here tonight there was a property
where she couldn’t walk on the sidewalk because the bushes, trees, and branches were
engulfing the sidewalk and the fire hydrant, and she would like someone to look at that.
Ms. Cogar said she had old windows and asked if she should put them out with her regular
trash, or if would they be recyclable.  Mr. Hugg and Mr. Jester said to place them out with
the regular trash.  

Ed Ide came forward to speak.  Mr. Ide gave an update on the Smyrna Police
Department Expansion project.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Proclamation recognizing Smyrna High School Regiment of Red – Mayor
Masten read the proclamation into the record.

B. Discussion of 2013 Budget and possible action to amend 2013 Budget – no
action was taken.

C. Discussion to amend the Capital Budget for capital acquisition – Councilman
Johnson made the motion to amend the Capital Budget to include the $300,000 for the
purchase of the PT Morgan warehouse with $150,000 going to the Capital Project Fund and
$150,000 going to the Electric Fund funded by the income that we will be receiving from
rental income.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.
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D. Discussion and possible vote on funding for warehouse purchase – this item
was tabled.

E. Resolution honoring Michael Ryan, life member of Citizens’ Hose Company No.
1 – Mayor Masten read the resolution into the record.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilman Johnson asked to have the recycling cans placed on the sidewalk after
the recycling has been collected; right now they are being left in the road.  Councilman
Embert said he thinks it is happening with the trash cans as well.  Mr. Hugg said we have a
new area representative and we will address it with him.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss potential litigation – Councilwoman Brown made
the motion to go into executive session to discuss potential litigation.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council went into executive
session at 8:09 p.m.

Councilman Embert made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Flairty and carried unanimously.  Council came out of executive
session at 8:40 p.m.

B. Possible action on item discussed in executive session – Councilman Flairty
made the motion to instruct the town’s legal counsel to proceed as directed.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Flairty made the motion to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Embert.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m. by unanimous vote.

___________________________________
          Council Secretary
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