
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

July 15, 2013

PUBLIC HEARING

The public hearing was opened at 7:15 p.m. by Mayor Joanne Masten.  Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Regina I. Brown, and Robert C. Johnson.
Councilman John L. Embert III was excused.

Also present were Manager of Business & Accounting Gary F. Stulir, Attorney John
Terence Jaywork, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten said the public hearing is concerning a resolution approving issuance
of a General Obligation Bond to the United States Department of Agriculture – Rural
Utilities Service, as registered owner, to finance improvements to the Town of Smyrna’s
water facilities; determining that the bond will be sold by private sale and authorizing
execution of loan documents; pledging the full faith, credit and taxing power of the Town
for the Bond; and authorizing other necessary action.  She asked if there was anyone
present who wished to speak in regards to the public hearing, either for or against.

John Murphy, 5768 duPont Parkway, came forward to speak.  Mr. Murphy said he is
in discussions about an easement for the water and sewer, and he believes electric also - is
that what the money is going to be used for – that new water line that is going up north?
Mayor Masten said yes.  Mr. Murphy asked if it is for the sewer and electric, or just strictly
for water.  Mr. Jaywork said the bond money is just for the water, but water and sewer are
both going up that line.  Mr. Murphy asked if the easement is going to get any bigger
because the electric is added.  Mr. Stulir said he could not answer that question.  Mr.
Jaywork said he would suspect that they would come back at a later date for an electric
easement; his understanding is this project right now the focus is just on getting the water
and sewer lines across Duck Creek and extending them north.

Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone else that wished to speak.   No one came
forward.

Councilman Jeff Flairty entered the meeting at 7:17 p.m.

Mayor Masten closed the public hearing at 7:17 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:30 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, and Jeff Flairty.  

Also present were Manager of Business & Accounting Gary F. Stulir, Chief Wilbert R.
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Bordley, Attorney John Terence Jaywork, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Masten
asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Mayor Masten asked to remove item 9(b).

Councilman Flairty made the motion to remove item 9(b) from the agenda.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

Councilwoman Rodriguez made the motion to accept the agenda as amended.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman Flairty made the motion to approve the Executive session minutes of
June 17, 2013 and July 1, 2013, and the regular Council minutes of July 1, 2013.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Stulir said Council received the bank statements,
and budget expenditures and revenue electronically on Friday. 

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten said on behalf of the July 4th Association she
would like to take the opportunity to thank Public Works and the Electric Department for
the support they gave us for the July 4th activities out to the park and also at the fireworks.

C. Town attorney – Mr. Jaywork said he is present this evening because Mr. Edwards
is on vacation.

D. Police chief – Chief Bordley reported that July 4th did go well, we did not have any
major incidents occur; he also reviewed his report with Council.

E. Town manager – Mr. Stulir stated Mr. Hugg had emailed his report to Council
earlier today.
   
F. Committees – Councilman Flairty said the Utility Committee met July 3rd and the
next meeting will be August 7th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee met June 10th.  Mayor Masten
asked Councilman Johnson to schedule a Finance Committee meeting next week.
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Councilwoman Brown said she would like us to discuss going to the bond market to
see if that would be a better way to go instead of relying on USDA.  Councilman Johnson we
need to look at it and see what we can and cannot refund. 

Councilwoman Brown stated the Economic Development Committee is one of the
most interesting committees and invited everyone to attend, it is held the first Thursday of
each month at 8:30 a.m.

Councilwoman Rodriguez said the Personnel Committee met July 9th.

Public Safety Committee Chairman Larry Thornton said the Public Safety Committee
met July 11th.

   
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Daryl Jester, John Murphy, Pauline Taylor, Larry Graf, James
Harkins, Melaine Minear, Marjorie Chappel, Jim Wolfe, Joyce Chandler, Truee Dorsey, Lynn
E. Brown, Rev. Rudolph H. White Jr., Brenda Brown, Luke Chappel, Jenn Dailey, Larry
Thornton, Dean Laumbach, and Crystal Jordan.

Jim Wolfe came forward to speak.  Mr. Wolfe stated he wanted to inform Council of
their intention to hold a commemoration of the 1863 Lottery Draft which will be held
October 12th; and he requested the closing of a portion of Main Street for their
reenactment.  Chief Bordley stated that he will work with Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Keen and Mr. Hugg
to make the appropriate arrangements.   

Melaine Minear came forward to speak.  Ms. Minear said she wanted to support the
Centennial United Methodist Church function in August at the park, it sounds like a
wonderful time and she hopes to be there; she said she would also like to support Ord. No.
004-13 regarding the tethering of dogs.  Ms. Minear also spoke about the installation of the
two digital solar speed signs and thanked the Public Safety Committee - both previous and
current members, Tony DeFeo, current Chair Larry Thornton, and Chief Bordley for their
support with this effort.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Second reading: Ord. No. 004-13, an ordinance to amend Chapter 14
(“Animals”), Article II (“Dogs”), of the Town Code by adding a new Section 14-36 to
regulate the tethering of dogs – Councilwoman White made the motion to waive the
second reading of Ord. No. 004-13.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Rodriguez and
carried unanimously.  Councilwoman White made the motion to adopt Ord. No. 004-13, an
ordinance to amend Chapter 14 (“Animals”), Article II (“Dogs”), of the Town Code by
adding a new Section 14-36 to regulate the tethering of dogs.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  

Councilman Flairty made the motion to ask that there be a 60 day warning period
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for information and enforcement on this ordinance.  Motion was seconded by Councilman
Johnson and carried unanimously.

B. Consideration and possible vote on assessment of Clarence and Terri Collins,
355 Lake Como Circle – this item was removed.

C. Discussion and vote on resolution updating which committees are standing
committees and that committee members serve at the will of Mayor and Council -
Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the resolution for updating standing
committees in the Town of Smyrna and clarifying that committee members serve at the will
of the Mayor and Council.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Rodriguez.

Councilman Johnson made the friendly amendment to remove the Compensation
Committee as a standing committee.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Flairty.  After
discussion Councilman Johnson withdrew his motion.

The original motion failed with Mayor Masten and Councilwoman Brown voting for,
and Councilwomen Rodriguez and White, and Councilmen Johnson and Flairty voting
against.

Councilman Flairty made the motion to approve the resolution updating the
standing committees as it is written, striking the words ‘Compensation Committee’.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson.  Motion carried with Mayor Masten, Councilwomen
Rodriguez and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson and Flairty voting for, and Councilwoman
White voting against.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Consideration and vote on results from public hearing ref: Resolution
approving issuance of a General Obligation Bond to the United States Department of
Agriculture – Rural Utilities Service, as registered owner, to finance improvements to
the Town of Smyrna’s water facilities; determining that the bond will be sold by
private sale and authorizing execution of loan documents; pledging the full faith,
credit and taxing power of the Town for the Bond; and authorizing other necessary
action – Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the resolution approving
issuance of a General Obligation Bond to the United States Department of Agriculture –
Rural Utilities Service, as registered owner, to finance improvements to the Town of
Smyrna’s water facilities; determining that the bond will be sold by private sale and
authorizing execution of loan documents; pledging the full faith, credit and taxing power of
the Town for the Bond; and authorizing other necessary action.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

B. Consideration and possible vote on request from Citizens’ Hose Company No.
1, Inc. to permit alcohol to be consumed at their annual fire company picnic at the
George C. Wright Jr. Municipal Park on August 31st – Councilwoman White made the
motion to approve the request from Citizens’ Hose Company.  Motion was seconded by
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Councilwoman Brown.  Motion carried with Mayor Masten, Councilwomen White and
Brown, and Councilmen Johnson and Flairty voting for, and Councilwoman Rodriguez
voting against.

C. Consideration and possible vote on request from Centennial United Methodist
Church to hold a ‘Centennial Day in the Park’ at the George C. Wright Jr. Municipal
Park on August 24th – Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the request from
Centennial United Methodist Church.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown.
After discussion Councilwoman White amended her motion so that Centennial Church be
allowed to use all of the conditions from their original application, which is they have a
$1,000,000 policy which holds the Town harmless, there is no permit fee, the $20 electric,
and no $1,000 bond.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried
unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilman Johnson asked for an updated on the monument at the Municipal Park.
Mayor Masten said they are going to talk with Sipple’s tomorrow to find out when they will
be coming to do the repair work.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Masten adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m.
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