
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

July 1, 2013

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:30 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Jeff Flairty, and John L. Embert III.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Wilbert R. Bordley,
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Masten
asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman Brown made the motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the minutes of June 3, 2013 as
presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the minutes of June 17, 2013 as
presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Flairty and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten said they welcomed a band from Dublin, Ireland
and they will be marching in the July 4th parade in Clayton; there will be activities after the
parade at the George C. Wright Municipal Park, and the fireworks will go off at dusk at the
Little League fields.

B. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards said he did not have anything at this time.

C. Police chief – Chief Bordley briefly reviewed his report to Council, the successful
triathlon last weekend, and the traffic issues surrounding the Firefly event in Dover.

D. Town manager – Mr. Hugg touched briefly on items from his report to Council, the
water main that is now in New Castle County, and the street projects will begin the week of
July 8th.
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E. Committees – Councilman Flairty said the Utility Committee will meet July 3rd; the
Economic Development Committee will meet July 11th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee will meet July 10th.

Public Safety Committee Chairman Larry Thornton said they will meet July 11th.

Mr. Hugg said the Personnel Committee will meet July 9th.
   

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Ann Henning, Ed Ide, Alice Hohman, Jenn Dailey, Daryl Jester,
Beverly A. Hirt, Jim Kalicharan, Ruth Hoch, Andrea Hodge, Jonette Oldham, John Phillos,
Conrad Hebert, Bob Hairgrove, Larry Thornton, Steven Artz, Jen Merrill, Ken Fearn, and
Cindy A. Cogar.

A. Swearing-in of new police officers – Chief Bordley swore in Patrick T. Malloy and
William F. Davis, IV as our newest police officers.

Bob Hargan, 18 North Main Street, came forward to speak.  Mr. Hargan said he is a
new resident to the Town of Smyrna and he suggested the Town hand out a pamphlet or
something to notify citizens of upcoming street closures for parades, upcoming events, and
such; also notifying residents of street sweeping, snow removal, and such.

Steve Artz came forward to speak.  Mr. Artz asked about the dog tethering ordinance
that is on the agenda tonight; he asked about a time limit on the tethering.  Councilman
Embert said the time limit is ‘six (6) consecutive hours’ and he read that portion of the
proposed ordinance.

Tony Ashburn came forward to speak.  Mr. Ashburn said he owns 14 lots in the
Huntfield subdivision and questioned the assessments for those properties.  Mr. Hugg
explained that all property assessments are based on 2006 values, which is when the town
wide assessment was done.  He explained there is a process for appeals which will happen
again in April.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Resolution in support of the Smyrna Public Library – Councilwoman Brown
made the motion to pass the resolution of the Smyrna Town Council in support of
expanding library services in Smyrna.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and
carried unanimously.

B. Timeline and milestones for construction of Police Station and cost estimates
– this was informational only.
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C. Consideration of request from Jim Kalicharan regarding the de-annexation of
his property located at 5543 DuPont Parkway from Town limits – Mr. Hugg said that
there have been some discussions with the property owner that may have some bearing on
tonight, and briefly explained what has been going on.  Councilwoman White stated she has
spoken with the property owner and believes there may be a resolution, and proceeded to
explain the possible resolution.  The property owner will contact the Planning & Zoning
Department as discussed.  There was no action by Council.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Consideration and vote on appointment of Jill Wolfe to the Personnel
Committee – Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the appointment of Jill
Wolfe to the Personnel Committee.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Rodriguez and
carried unanimously.

B. First reading: Ord. No. 008-12, an ordinance to amend Chapter 14 (“Animals”),
Article II (“Dogs”), of the Town Code by adding a new Section 14-36 to regulate the
tethering of dogs – Councilman Flairty made the motion to approve the first reading: Ord.
No. 008-12, an ordinance to amend Chapter 14 (“Animals”), Article II (“Dogs”), of the Town
Code by adding a new Section 14-36 to regulate the tethering of dogs.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

C. Consideration and possible vote on assessment of Clarence and Terri Collins,
355 Lake Como Circle – Council requested information on this before any decision is
made.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Mayor Masten read a proclamation recognizing the Dublin All Stars Marching Band
into the record.

Councilman Johnson stated the budget process will be starting soon and asked that a
notification be sent to the departments to start looking at their budgets.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session for preliminary discussions on a site acquisition for publicly
funded capital improvements – Councilwoman White made the motion to go into
executive session for preliminary discussions on a site acquisition for publicly funded
capital improvements.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Flairty and carried
unanimously.  Council went into executive session at 8:42 p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 9:13 p.m.
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B. Possible action on matter discussed in executive session involving
preliminary discussions on a site acquisition for publicly funded capital
improvements – Councilwoman White made the motion to have the Town Manager move
forward as discussed in executive session.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman
Rodriguez and carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman White made the motion to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Embert.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:14 p.m. by unanimous vote.

___________________________________
          Council Secretary

vlh




