
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

March 18, 2013

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Patricia A. Stombaugh at 7:30 p.m.
Council members present were Joanne Masten, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Jeff
Flairty, and Anthony H. DeFeo, and Councilman Robert C. Johnson was present via
teleconference.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Wilbert R. Bordley,
Attorney Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Stombaugh asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor
Stombaugh asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman Brown asked to switch items 8(a) and 8(b).

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the agenda as amended.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the regular and executive session
Council minutes of March 4, 2013 as presented.  Motion was seconded Councilman Flairty
and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg said Council has received the draft financial
statements and the weekly PNC balance report from Mr. Stulir.

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Stombaugh thanked everyone for being here tonight, and
thanked the community and the people in the Police Department that came to the
Policeman’s Ball on Saturday night.
 
C. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

D. Police chief – Chief Bordley reviewed his report to Council.

E. Town manager – Mr. Hugg stated he sent his report to Council.  He also stated that
he has had conversations with Clarissa Williams of the Smyrna/Clayton Sun Times
regarding the anticipated closing of their Smyrna office

F. Committees – Councilman DeFeo said the Public Safety Committee met March 14,
2013.
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Councilman Flairty said the Long Range Planning Committee met earlier this
evening.

Councilman Johnson said the Utility Committee will meet March 19th.

Mayor Stombaugh said the Business Development Committee will meet March 4th.

Councilwoman Brown, on behalf of the Police Building Committee, thanked the
Smyrna Citizens Association for organizing the Policeman’s Ball since the Police Building is
going to be the recipient of some of their largess.

Councilwoman Masten said the Personnel Committee will meet April 9th; the
Personnel Policy Review Subcommittee will meet March 27th, April 3rd, and April 8th; the
Shade Tree Commission will meet March 20th; and the contract negotiations with the FOP
are ongoing.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were John L. Embert III, Daryl Jester, Jane L. Schneider, Beverly Hirt,
Ken Boulden, Tom Horn, Priscilla Williams, Dotty Dempsey, Ashley Wilson, Bill Whitaker,
Conrad Hebert, Dean Laumbach, Grant Prichard, Melaine Minear, Michael J. Sparco, Joe
Sheridan, and Cindy A. Cogar.

A. Proclamation honoring Jane Schneider – Mayor Stombaugh read the
proclamation honoring Jane Lough Schneider on being selected as Delaware’s 2013 Mother
of Achievement into the record, and presented it to Mrs. Schneider.

Tom Horn, Mayor of the Town of Clayton, came forward to speak.  Mr. Horn thanked
Mr. Hugg for the correspondence regarding the Sun Times and he would like to attend the
April meeting.  He apologized for not attending the American Legion dedication.  Mr. Horn
stated that the Policeman’s Ball was a great event.

Ken Boulden, owner of Penn Vernon, came forward to speak.  Mr. Boulden spoke of
thanking Council at the last meeting for handling the demolition of the small television
shop at 404 Smyrna-Clayton Boulevard, and how good it looks.  He also asked Council to
honor their commitment of the letter that was sent regarding the demolition of 431-437
Smyrna-Clayton Boulevard.

Michael Sparco, owner of 339 West Mount Vernon Street, came forward to speak.
Mr. Sparco explained that he rehabilitated 339 West Mount Vernon Street, and has 431-437
Smyrna-Clayton Boulevard under contract to purchase as long as the Town Council will not
allow the demolition to go through and will rehabilitate that property.

Cindy Cogar, resident of the Town of Smyrna, came forward to speak.  Ms. Cogar
asked how an item on the agenda can be voted on and approved, and then be considered
again at the next meeting.
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John Shetzler, owner of 431-437 Smyrna-Clayton Boulevard, came forward to speak.
Mr. Shetzler stated he spoke with Mr. Sparco and he is glad to sell the property.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Possible reconsideration of demolition of 431-437 Smyrna-Clayton Boulevard
– Councilman Flairty made the motion to hold the consideration for demolition for 431-437
Smyrna-Clayton Boulevard for 60 days to allow the Town staff and Town Manager to
gather all the necessary information to assist the sale and allow Mr. Sparco to come back
with a written timeline for us on the renovation of the building.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

B. Consideration and vote of establishing a new standing committee to seek
appropriate benchmark salary information from other sources in order to match up
appropriate salaries with jobs in the Town of Smyrna – Councilwoman Brown made the
motion that the Compensation Committee be added as a standing committee and their
responsibilities be expanded to include the benchmarking of the employees of the town.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Masten.  Motion carried with Mayor Stombaugh,
Councilwomen Masten and Brown, and Councilman DeFeo voting for, and Councilwoman
White and Councilmen Johnson and Flairty voting against.

C. Recommendation from Finance Committee in support of Craft Beer, Wine and
Food Festival – request from Joe and Shirley Sheridan – Councilman Flairty made the
motion that the Town considers the 2013 Craft Beer, Wine, and Food Festival a Town
sponsored event.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Swearing-in of Board of Assessment members – Mayor Stombaugh swore in
William Whitaker as a member of the Board of Assessment.

B. Request from Ducks Unlimited Quack Pack to serve beer and wine at their
fundraising event at Lake Como – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to approve the
request from the Ducks Unlimited Quack Pack to serve beer and wine at their fundraising
event at Lake Como on May 10th, 2013 and that they will get appropriate approvals and
follow requirements from the Alcohol and Beverage Control Commission.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.

C. Consideration and possible vote on 2013 addition to tax bills resolution –
Councilman Flairty made the motion to approve the 2013 resolution for the additions to
the tax bills.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously.

D. Consideration and possible vote to approve posting of assessment list –
Councilman DeFeo made the motion to approve the posting of the assessment list.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.
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E. Certify list of candidates for April 30th election – Councilwoman White made the
motion to certify the list of candidates for the April 30th election.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Flairty and carried unanimously.

F. Consideration, discussion, and possible vote on PNC Borrowing Resolution -
Resolution authorizing the borrowing of up to $4,000,000.00 in the form of a non-
revolving line of credit loan from PNC Bank, National Association to provide interim
funding for the renovation and expansion of the Town of Smyrna Police Department
Building; pledging the full faith, credit and taxing power of the Town for the note;
providing for the sale of the note to PNC Bank, National Association, as purchaser;
and authorizing other necessary action – Councilman Flairty made the motion approve
the PNC Borrowing Resolution - Resolution authorizing the borrowing of up to
$4,000,000.00 in the form of a non-revolving line of credit loan from PNC Bank, National
Association to provide interim funding for the renovation and expansion of the Town of
Smyrna Police Department Building; pledging the full faith, credit and taxing power of the
Town for the note; providing for the sale of the note to PNC Bank, National Association, as
purchaser; and authorizing other necessary action.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Masten.  Motion carried with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwoman Masten and
Brown, and Councilmen Johnson, Flairty and DeFeo voting for, and Councilwoman White
voting against. 

G. Consideration and possible vote to set date for property tax assessment
appeals – Councilman Flairty made the motion to set the date for the property tax
assessment appeals for April 15, 2013.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and
carried unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilman DeFeo thanked the July 4th Association for inviting Councilwoman
Brown and himself to take part in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session for the purposes of (a) discussing personnel matters
involving non-union employee(s) in which the names, competency and abilities of
individual employee(s) will be discussed; (b) holding a strategy session for collective
bargaining where an open meeting would have an adverse effect on the bargaining
position of the town; and (c) discussing a personnel matter in which the names,
competencies, and abilities of individual employee(s) will be discussed –
Councilwoman Brown made the motion to go into executive session for the purposes of (a)
discussing personnel matters involving non-union employee(s) in which the names,
competency and abilities of individual employee(s) will be discussed; (b) holding a strategy
session for collective bargaining where an open meeting would have an adverse effect on
the bargaining position of the town; and (c) discussing a personnel matter in which the
names, competencies, and abilities of individual employee(s) will be discussed.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.  Council went into executive
session at 9:22 p.m.
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Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 10:24 p.m.

C. Possible action on: (a) personnel matters involving non-union employee(s)
in which the names, competency and abilities of individual employee(s) discussed in
executive session; (b) collective bargaining where an open meeting would have an
adverse effect on the bargaining position of the town discussed in executive session;
and (c) personnel matter in which the names, competencies, and abilities of
individual employee(s) were discussed in executive session – Councilwoman White
made the motion to set the date for the hearing for March 26th or 27th, depending on
confirmation, at 6:00 p.m.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Flairty and carried
unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Stombaugh adjourned the meeting at 10:24 p.m.

___________________________________
          Council Secretary
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