
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

January 7, 2013

PUBLIC HEARING

The public hearing was opened at 7:15 p.m. by Mayor Patricia A. Stombaugh.
Council members present were Joanne Masten, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Jeff Flairty, and Anthony H. DeFeo.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Wilbert R. Bordley,
Attorney John Terence Jaywork, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Stombaugh said the public hearing is to address the resolution
authorizing the borrowing of $1,156,275.00 from the Delaware Drinking Water State
Revolving Loan Fund to fund replacement of water mains, service lines, and related
attachments on East Commerce Street and West Commerce Street between Market Street
and U.S. Route 13.

Mr. Jaywork explained that under the town charter we are required to hold a public
hearing before the town borrows sums of money at this magnitude, and after the public
hearing the Council may then vote by a super majority vote, meaning that at least five
members of Council, to proceed if they wish.

Mayor Stombaugh asked when the work would begin.  Mr. Hugg said it will probably
be in the spring or summer for approximately one year.

Councilman DeFeo asked if the work would be done during the daytime.  Mr. Hugg
said it will probably be done at night.

Mayor Stombaugh asked if there were any other questions.  There were none.

Mayor Stombaugh asked if there was anyone present to speak against.  No one came
forward. 

Mayor Stombaugh closed the public hearing at 7:21 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Patricia A. Stombaugh at 7:30 p.m.
Council members present were Joanne Masten, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Jeff Flairty, and Anthony H. DeFeo.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Wilbert R. Bordley,
Attorney John Terence Jaywork, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Stombaugh asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor
Stombaugh asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.
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ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman DeFeo made the motion to accept the minutes of December 17, 2012 as
presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Presiding officer – Mayor Stombaugh reminded everyone that the Council meeting
is streamed live.
 
B. Town attorney – Mr. Jaywork requested that Council consider hiring a consulting
attorney specialized in labor laws; he explained that Chief Bordley has called asking for
legal advice on reviewing a policy he was working on for the police regulations, and he
realized that it would best serve the town to hire a consulting attorney who specializes in
this area of the law for this.  Mr. Jaywork said he will proceed with this unless there are any
objections.

C. Police chief – Chief Bordley agreed with Mr. Jaywork’s recommendation.  Chief
Bordley discussed end of year statistics; the Police Department received the $29,000 funds
from the Office of Highway Safety.

D. Town manager – Mr. Hugg explained that the year-end closeout process has begun;
there was a major water main break this morning on Carter Road.
   
E. Committees – Councilman DeFeo said the Public Safety Committee met January 3rd.

Councilman Flairty said the Long Range Planning Committee will meet January 22nd.

Councilman Johnson said the Utility Committee met January 2nd.

Mayor Stombaugh said the Business Development Committee met January 3rd; the
Finance Committee will meet January 9th.

Councilwoman Brown said the Smyrna Public Library Advisory Board will meet
January 8th.

Councilwoman Masten said the Personnel Committee will meet January 8th; the
Shade Tree Commission will meet January 16th; and the Contract Negotiation Committee
will meet January 14th.
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RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Daryl Jester, Ed Ide, Winston Burns, Richard S. Zikowitz,
Daniel S. Bloxom, Keith Faulkner, Janet Vinc, Dean Laumbach, Jennifer Dailey, Joe Wilson,
Ken Fearn, Cindy A. Cogar, and Eugene Hanks.

Cindy Cogar, 123 West Hamilton Lane came forward to speak.  Ms. Cogar said she
hoped that when the bids go out (for the police station) to contractors that we take into
consideration local contractors in the State of Delaware. 

OLD BUSINESS

A. Approval of architectural and engineering contracts for police station –
Councilman DeFeo made the motion to accept the architectural contract and engineering
contract in the amount of $24, 900.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown.  After
clarification Councilman DeFeo amended his motion that the architectural contract be
approved in the amount of $270,000 and the engineering contract be approved in the
amount of $24,900.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown.  Motion carried with
Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwomen Masten and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson, Flairty,
and DeFeo voting for, and Councilwoman White voting against.

B. Continued discussion and possible action on Strategic Plan for 2013 as
recommended by Personnel Committee – this item was for discussion only.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Appointment of Michael Reed and David Bruner to the Planning & Zoning
Commission – Councilman Flairty made the motion to approve Mayor Stombaugh’s
appointment of Michael Reed and David Bruner to the Planning & Zoning Commission.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.

B. Consideration and vote on results from public hearing ref: Resolution
authorizing the borrowing of $1,156,275.00 from the Delaware Drinking Water State
Revolving Loan Fund to fund replacement of water mains, service lines, and related
attachments on East Commerce Street and West Commerce Street between Market
Street and U.S. Route 13 – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to approve the resolution
authorizing the borrowing of $1,156,275.00 from the Delaware Drinking Water State
Revolving Loan Fund to fund replacement of water mains, service lines, and related
attachments on East Commerce Street and West Commerce Street between Market Street
and U.S. Route 13.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

C. Authorize Kent County Levy Court to administer CDBG – Councilman DeFeo
made the motion to authorize Kent County Levy Court to administer CDBG.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Flairty and carried unanimously.
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OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

There was none.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss personnel matters involving AFSCME employee(s)
in which the names, competency and abilities of an individual employee(s) will be
discussed
B. Executive session for the purposes of (a) discussing personnel matters
involving non-union employee(s) in which the names, competency and abilities of
individual employee(s) will be discussed; and (b) holding a strategy session for
collective bargaining where an open meeting would have an adverse effect on the
bargaining position of the town - Councilwoman White made the motion to go into
executive session to discuss personnel matters involving AFSCME employee(s) in which the
names, competency and abilities of an individual employee(s) will be discussed, and for the
purposes of (a) discussing personnel matters involving non-union employee(s) in which
the names, competency and abilities of individual employee(s) will be discussed; and
(b) holding a strategy session for collective bargaining where an open meeting would have
an adverse effect on the bargaining position of the town.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council went into executive session at 8:27
p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Masten and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 9:56 p.m.

C. Possible discussion and action on personnel matters involving AFSCME
employees in which the names, competency and abilities of an individual
employee(s) discussed in executive session – no action was taken.

D. Possible discussion and action on: (a) personnel matters involving non-union
employee(s) in which the names, competency and abilities of individual employee(s)
discussed in executive session; and (b) collective bargaining where an open meeting
would have an adverse effect on the bargaining position of the town discussed in
executive session – no action was taken.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Stombaugh adjourned the meeting at 9:56 p.m.

___________________________________
          Council Secretary
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