
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

November 3, 2014

QUARTERLY ASSESSMENT APPEALS DAY

The quarterly assessment appeal day proceedings were opened at 5:00 p.m. by
Mayor Joanne Masten.  Also representing the town were Council members Valerie M.
White, Andrea C. Rodriguez, and Anthony H. DeFeo, Board of Assessment members Bill
Whitaker and Rodney Slaughter, and IT Manager James Markow.

Joyce Fretz, 49 Myrtle Street - two vacant lots on either side of their home.  Mrs.
Fretz explained they purchased those lots so no one could build next to them, and they do
not intend to sell them.  Councilwoman White made the motion to reduce the assessment to
$35,000 for each lot as long as the Fretz’s do not sell.  Motion was seconded by Mr.
Slaughter and carried unanimously.

Tom Ayd, Heron Run Apartments, 363 East Commerce Street.  Mr. Ayd explained the
improvements they made were largely cosmetic.  Councilwoman White suggested 2.2
rather than 2.7.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Whitaker and carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

The public hearing was opened at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Joanne Masten.  Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Anthony H. DeFeo, and John L. Embert III.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, and
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards.

Mr. Hugg said the first public hearing is to consider an ordinance to amend
Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna by amending  Section 5
(“District Regulations”) to include Site and Design Standards for Townhouse and
Apartment Dwellings in the R2-A and R-3 Residential Zoning Districts; and the second is to
consider an ordinance to amend Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of
Smyrna by amending Section 5 (“District Regulations”) to create a new zoning district
entitled South Corridor (SC).

Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak in favor of either of these
two proposed amendments.  No one came forward.

Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak against either of these
two proposed amendments.  No one came forward.

Councilman DeFeo stated he had one issue with regard to townhomes – making
allowances or giving credits to developers to allow higher densities if certain conditions
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were met and one of the conditions was the inclusion of alleyways or access points.  He
asked Ms. Vinc why she did not want to make that a required feature.  Ms. Vinc stated this
was discussed by the Planning & Zoning Commission, but the feeling was that there may be
some backlash if it were a requirement; if it was sent back to the Commission with the
recommendation she is sure they will make that change.

Mr. Hugg asked if there were any comments regarding the South Corridor
amendment.  There were none.

Mr. Hugg said the last public hearing is to consider an amendment to the existing
Comprehensive Plan to clarify regulations in the Residential Land Use Plan.

Ms. Vinc came forward and explain the purpose of this proposed amendment.

Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak for the proposed
amendment.  No one came forward.

Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak against the proposed
amendment.  No one came forward.

Mayor Masten closed the public hearing at 6:50 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Anthony H. DeFeo, and John L. Embert III. 

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, and
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilman DeFeo made the motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

There were none.
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REPORTS

A. Presiding Officer – Mayor Masten spoke about focus meetings coming up regarding
the new library that will be built sometime in the near future; and Jason McNatt and his
teak have done an outstanding job of building a really nice playground at the Municipal
Park.
 
B. Town Attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

C. Police Chief – Chief Wood touched on a few items from his report to Council.

D. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg briefly reviewed his report to Council.
         
E. Committees – Councilman Embert said there will be a Veteran’s ceremony at the
Opera House this Thursday at 6:30 p.m.

Councilman DeFeo said the Utility Committee will meet November 5th at 6:00 p.m.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee met October 29th, and will meet
again November 12th.

Councilwoman Brown said the Economic Development Committee will meet
November 6th.

Councilwoman Rodriguez said the Personnel Committee meeting for November has
been cancelled.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Jennifer Love, Janet Vinc, Beverly Hirt, and Cindy A. Cogar.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion and vote on results of quarterly assessment appeals day –
Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the results of the quarterly assessment
appeals day as stated by Mr. Markow.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and
carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and vote on results of public hearings
i. An ordinance to amend Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town

Code of the Town of Smyrna by amending Section 5 (“District Regulations”)
to include Site and Design Standards for Townhouse and Apartment
Dwellings in the R2-A and R-3 Residential Zoning Districts – Councilman
DeFeo made the motion to send this back to the Planning & Zoning Commission
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with the recommended changes discussed earlier.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.

ii. An ordinance to amend Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town
Code of the Town of Smyrna by amending Section 5 (“District Regulations”)
to create a new zoning district entitled South Corridor (SC) – Councilman
DeFeo made the motion to approve the amendment to Appendix A (“Zoning”) of
the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna by amending Section 5 (“District
Regulations”) to create a new zoning district entitled South Corridor (SC).  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.

iii. An amendment to the existing Comprehensive Plan to clarify
regulations in the Residential Land Use Plan – Councilwoman White made the
motion to approve the amendment to the existing Comprehensive Plan to clarify
regulations in the Residential Land Use Plan.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously. 

C. Proclamation recognizing November as National Pancreatic Cancer Awareness
Month – Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the proclamation recognizing
November as National Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

There was none.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session for the purposes of discussing a personnel matter in which
the names, competency, and abilities of individual employees will be discussed;
B. Executive session for the purposes of discussing a personnel matter in which
the names, competency, and abilities of individual employees will be discussed;
C. Executive session for discussions on site acquisitions for publicly funded
capital improvements

Councilwoman White made the motion to go into executive session for the purposes
of: discussing a personnel matter in which the names, competency, and abilities of
individual employees will be discussed; discussing a personnel matter in which the names,
competency, and abilities of individual employees will be discussed; and for discussions on
site acquisitions for publicly funded capital improvements.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.  Council went in to executive session at
7:24 p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 8:10 p.m.

D. Possible discussion and action on a personnel matter in which the names,
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competency, and abilities of individual employees discussed in executive session –
No action was taken.

E. Possible discussion and action on a personnel matter in which the names,
competency, and abilities of individual employees discussed in executive session –
No action was taken.

F. Possible action on discussions on site acquisitions for publicly funded capital
improvements discussed in executive session – Councilwoman White made the motion
to authorize Mr. Hugg to move forward as discussed in executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman White made the motion to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Embert.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. by unanimous vote.
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