
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

May 19, 2014

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Anthony H.
DeFeo, and John L. Embert III.   Councilman Robert C. Johnson entered the meeting at 7:15
p.m.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Interim Chief Norman E. Wood,
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the council minutes of April 21,
2014 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried
unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg said Council was sent the latest PNC Bank
balances & financial report electronically.

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten spoke about the May 14th Joint Finance
Committee/Council meeting and asked for a motion to send the following items to Finance
to figure out what we are going to do and how we are going to fund them: 1) North Duck
Creek expansion of water and sewer going north; 2) Capital equipment; 3) Commerce
Street water and sewer; and 4) funding for the police station.  Councilman DeFeo said so
moved.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Rodriguez.  After discussion the motion
was withdrawn.

C. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

D. Police chief – Chief Wood spoke about the upcoming May 28th Firefly 5K, and
getting the word out to the citizens abut crossing roads safely.
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E. Town manager – Mr. Hugg spoke on water quality, the Commerce Street project, a
special event coming in June, and touched on items from his report to Council.
   
F. Committees – Public Safety Committee Chair Larry Thornton came forward to
speak.   Mr. Thornton said the Public Safety Committee met May 8th and their next meeting
will be June 12th.

Councilman Johnson said there was a Joint Finance Committee/Council meeting May
14th.
  

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Jennifer Love, Bill Evans, James Harkins, Janet Vinc, Shirley A.
Sheridan, Larry Thornton, Rosemary Price, Jess Daleiden, Terrence Daleiden, John Brother,
Charles Banning, David Tomasevich, Paul Bryant, Ron Price, Grant Prichard, and Rick
Downes.

Rick Downes came forward to speak.  Mr. Downes spoke of a presentation given to
the Economic Development Committee by Warlock Brewing, and asked Council to be
consistent with the business on West Commerce Street.

Shirley Sheridan came forward to speak.  Ms. Sheridan made a request to close
North Market Street on Friday, October 3rd through Monday, October 6th to help kick-off the
Red/White Smyrna Spirit week and is being run in partnership with the Smyrna Alumni – it
will take the place of their usual Half-Way to St. Patrick’s Celebration.  Councilwoman
White asked to have this added to the next Council agenda for consideration.

Councilwoman Brown asked Mr. Downes if he would speak on agenda item 8(b) –
Ord. No. 009-14.  Mr. Downes came forward and briefly discussed “Redevelopment
Authority."

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible vote on results of 5/7/14 public hearing to consider:
i. An ordinance to amend Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the

Town of Smyrna by amending Section 5 (“District Regulations”) to create a
new zoning district entitled North Corridor (NC) – Councilwoman White
made the motion to approve and adopt Ord. No. 008-14, an ordinance to amen
Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna by amending
Section 5 (“District Regulations”) by inserting a new Subsection 21 “North
Corridor (NC)”.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried
unanimously.

ii. An ordinance to amend Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the
Town of Smyrna by amending  Section 5 (“District Regulations”),
Subsection 14 (“Industrial/Office/Research Park District”), to include craft
distillery and  microbrewery  establishments and ancillary activities as a
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conditional use – Councilwoman Brown made the motion to approve and adopt
Ord. No. 005-14, an ordinance to amend Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town
Code of the Town of Smyrna by amending  Section 5 (“District Regulations”),
Subsection 14 (“Industrial/Office/Research Park District”), to include craft
distillery and  microbrewery  establishments and ancillary activities as a
conditional use.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Rodriguez.  Motion
failed with Mayor Masten, and Councilwomen Rodriguez and Brown voting for,
and Councilwoman White, and Councilmen Johnson, DeFeo, and Embert voting
against.

B. Discussion and possible action on second reading: Ord. No. 009-14, an
ordinance to amend Chapter 18 (“Buildings and Building Regulations”), Article XII
(“Redevelopment Authority”), Division 1 (“Redevelopment Authority pursuant to
Delaware Code”) to designate a public body separate from the Town Council as the
Smyrna Slum Clearance and Redevelopment Authority and authorize the same to act
as an Intermediary in the USDA Intermediary Relending Program – Councilman DeFeo
made the motion to make this the second reading of Ord. No. 009-14, an ordinance to
amend Chapter 18 (“Buildings and Building Regulations”), Article XII (“Redevelopment
Authority”), Division 1 (“Redevelopment Authority pursuant to Delaware Code”) to
designate a public body separate from the Town Council as the Smyrna Slum Clearance and
Redevelopment Authority and authorize the same to act as an Intermediary in the USDA
Intermediary Relending Program.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown.  After
discussion the motion was withdrawn.

Councilwoman Brown made the motion to postpone the second reading of Ord. No.
009-14 until the June 2nd Council meeting.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and
carried unanimously.

C. Discussion and possible action on addition of Vice Mayor as signatory on the
following accounts: Town of Smyrna Emergency Illegal Drug Enforcement, Agency to
Reduce Crime, Smyrna Police Pension Fund, Forfeiture Fund, and Resource Officer
Fund – Councilman Johnson made the motion to add the Vice Mayor as signatory on the
following accounts: Town of Smyrna Emergency Illegal Drug Enforcement, Agency to
Reduce Crime, Smyrna Police Pension Fund, Forfeiture Fund, and Resource Officer Fund.
Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on temporary adjustment of parking
restrictions in Commerce Street construction area – Councilwoman White made the
motion to temporarily restrict parking to two (2) hours from 11 North Market Street to the
corner of Market Street and Commerce Street on Sheridan’s Irish Pub side during the
construction period on Commerce Street.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert
and carried unanimously.
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B. Discussion and possible action on first reading: Ord. No. 010-14, an ordinance
to amend the Town of Smyrna Code of Ordinances to adopt an Appendix C,
Floodplain Regulations; to adopt Flood Hazard Maps, to designate a Floodplain
Administrator, to adopt administrative procedures, and to adopt criteria for
development in flood hazard areas – Councilwoman Brown made the motion to make
this the first reading of Ord. No. 010-14, an ordinance to amend the Town of Smyrna Code
of Ordinances to adopt an Appendix C, Floodplain Regulations; to adopt Flood Hazard
Maps, to designate a Floodplain Administrator, to adopt administrative procedures, and to
adopt criteria for development in flood hazard areas.  Motion was seconded by Councilman
Johnson and carried unanimously. 

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilman Embert said he knows decisions were made tonight that may not be
favorable with everyone at this table or everyone that was here tonight – that’s their right
to vote how they feel that they need to vote; some of the discussion on the Smyrna Slum
Clearance and Redevelopment Authority – he’s not sure that makes a difference.  He thinks
that we, as the Town, can better police the town and we can attract new businesses; he
rides through Smyrna every evening for 45 minutes to an hour, seven days a week – there
are lawns where the grass is over 12 inches tall and he hopes that Mr. Hugg and his staff are
working on that to correct that problem; there are other problems that can be corrected,
there are other things that can be done that can make Smyrna attract businesses.
Councilman Embert said he thinks we have a lot of good things in place with the Economic
Development Committee, Rick Ferrell – we’ve got avenues/sources there – we maybe need
to take a better look at all those avenues and why they’re not attracting businesses; we
need to step up our game and clean up our own house before we start looking at – if you
really read the Delaware Code, you’re giving that group a whole lot of authority.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman DeFeo made the motion to adjourn. Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. by unanimous vote.
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