
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

April 21, 2014

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:30 p.m. Council
members present were Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C. Johnson, and Jeff
Flairty. Council members Andrea C. Rodriguez and John L. Embert III were excused.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Interim Chief Norman E. Wood,
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Mr. Hugg asked for items 10 and 12 to be removed from the agenda.

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the agenda as amended.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman Flairty made the motion to approve the regular council minutes of
March 17, 2014 and executive session minutes of April 7, 2014 as presented.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg said Council was sent the latest PNC Bank
statement electronically.

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten spoke about receiving an increasing amount of
calls from residents who are unable to pay their utility bills; she reminded everyone of the
3-5 year analysis plan meeting that will be held on May 14th – a joint meeting with the
Finance Committee; and she presented Lawrence Tyrell Jr. with a Certificate of
Appreciation for his bravery and fast action as he save a fellow classmates life.

C. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

D. Police chief – Chief Wood said spoke about 2 hour parking, sweeper parking and
the motorcycles will be out a lot more.
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E. Town manager – Mr. Hugg spoke on the speed reduction on Carter Road; security
at Town Hall; and touched on items from his staff report.
   
F. Committees – Councilman Flairty said the next Economic Development Committee
meeting will be May 1st; the next Utility Committee meeting will be June 4th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee met April 9th.

Councilwoman White said there will be a tree ceremony April 25th and they will be
honoring Daryl Jester this year.

Parks & Recreation Committee Chair Judy Cherry came forward to speak.  Ms.
Cherry stated the Parks & Recreation Committee will be meeting the 2nd Wednesday of
each month.

Mr. Hugg said Personnel Committee met April 8th.
   

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Robert Altieri, Ann Altieri, Michael Reed, Mary Turner, Kay
Wheatley, Kenny Virdin, Kenneth Virdin, Robert Levsey, Jennifer Love, Jenn Dailey, Bill
Evans, Judy Cherry, Joe Wilson, Angela Baines, Conrad Hebert, Cheryl Tyrell, Lawrence E.
Tyrell Sr., Lauren Tyrell, Lawrence Tyrell Jr., Anthony DeFeo, Jonette Oldham, Bill Oldham,
and Gary Stulir.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and vote to establish pay scales for Account Clerk job series –
Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the recommendation from the
Personnel Committee with the minimum, mid, and maximum for Account Clerk I, II, and III.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and possible action on MOU with Guild re: Library Property –
Councilwoman White made the motion to postpone this agenda item until the next Council
meeting so the full Council can vote on it.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson for
discussion.  Motion failed with Councilwoman White and Councilman Johnson voting for
and Mayor Masten, Councilwoman Brown and Councilman Flairty voting against.

Councilman Flairty made the motion to approve the MOU as presented.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Brown. 

After discussion Councilman Flairty made the friendly amendment to approve this
contingent upon modifying and approving the budget to reflect the potential expenditures
and revenues associated with the terms of this agreement.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Brown.  The friendly amendment failed with Mayor Masten, Councilwoman
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Brown and Councilman Flairty voting for, and Councilwoman White and Councilman
Johnson voting against.

Councilman Johnson made the friendly amendment to approve the MOU but the
Town of Smyrna will not be financially obligated for any costs until we have a cost plan as
to what exactly is going to be the Town’s expenditures.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Brown.  Mr. Edwards said he could add the language “notwithstanding
anything herein to the contrary, neither the Town nor the Guild shall be obligated to
purchase any of the adjacent properties until the Town and Guild have agreed to a
repayment plan for the acquisition of the adjacent properties, and the Town’s budget has
been amended and approved accordingly.”  Motion carried with Mayor Masten,
Councilwoman Brown, and Councilmen Johnson and Flairty voting for, and Councilwoman
White voting against.

The original motion with the friendly amendment, as stated above, carried with
Mayor Masten, Councilwoman Brown, Councilmen Johnson and Flairty voting for, and
Councilwoman White voting against.

C. Approval of written decision regarding employee grievance – Councilman
Flairty made the motion to approve the written decision regarding the employee grievance.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown.  Motion carried with Councilwomen White
and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson and Flairty voting for, and Mayor Masten recused
herself.

D. Scheduling final interviews for police chief – Councilman Flairty made the
motion to include Keith Faulkner and Larry Thornton in the discussions and ask Mayor
Masten to present all the questions to the applicants on behalf of the Council.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

There was none.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session for preliminary discussions on site acquisitions for publicly
funded capital improvements - This item was removed.

B. Executive session for the purpose of discussing a personnel matter in which
the names, competency, and abilities of individual employees will be discussed –
Councilwoman White made the motion to go into executive session for the purpose of
discussing a personnel matter in which the names, competency, and abilities of individual
employees will be discussed.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Flairty and carried
unanimously.  Council went into executive session at 8:50 p.m.
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Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 9:30 p.m.  

E. Possible action on preliminary discussions on site acquisitions for publicly
funded capital improvements discussed in executive session – This item was removed.

F. Possible discussion and action on a personnel matter in which the names,
competency, and abilities of individual employees discussed in executive session –
Councilman Flairty made the motion to move forward as discussed in executive session.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman White made the motion to adjourn. Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:31 p.m. by unanimous vote.
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