
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

March 17, 2014

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:30 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, and John L. Embert III.  Councilman Jeff Flairty was present via telephone.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Interim Chief Norman E. Wood,
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Masten
asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman Brown made the motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the council minutes of March 10,
2014 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg said Council was sent the latest PNC Bank
statement and the preliminary revenue and expenditure reports.

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten thanked Mr. Evans and Mr. McNatt and their
team for an excellent job on the snow removal; she reminded Council to make sure all of
their committee meeting minutes are up-to-date on the website; and read a proclamation
honoring Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Incorporated for their 17th annual Adolescent Youth
Symposium.

C. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

D. Police chief – Chief Wood said he had nothing other than the fact that tomorrow
they will be out enforcing the ordinance for the sidewalk snow removal. 

E. Town manager – Mr. Hugg also thanked Mr. Evans and Mr. McNatt and their team
for an outstanding job they did with the snow removal; briefly touched on items from his
report to Council; and he reminded Council of their Special Council meeting scheduled for
April 5th at 9:00 a.m. at Belmont Hall.
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F. Committees – Larry Thornton, Chair of the Public Safety Committee, came forward
to speak.  Mr. Thornton reported the Public Safety Committee met on March 13th.

Mr. Hugg said the Economic Development Committee will meet April 3rd; and the
Utility Committee will meet April 2nd.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee met March 12th.

Councilwoman Brown gave an update on the search for a police chief.

Councilwoman Rodriguez said the Personnel Committee met March 11th, and the
next meeting will be April 8th.

   
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Robert Altieri, Florence Altieri, Jennifer Love, Tony DeFeo, Bill
Evans, Larry Thornton, Jenn Dailey, and Ken Stevens.

Robert Altieri came forward to speak.  Mr. Altieri stated he was on the Police
Building Committee for a short period of time and he had a suggestion at that time to build
the library on top of the police station, and explained some provisions he had given.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Second reading: Ord. No. 002-14, an ordinance to amend Chapter 66 (“Traffic
and Vehicles”), Article III (“Stopping, standing and parking”), of the Town Code by
amending Sections 66-103 (“Parking in fire lanes”), 66-104 (“Handicapped parking
and signage for persons with disabilities”) and 66-112 (“Penalty for violations of
article”) to allow for the increase in fine amounts and remove the lowering of fine
amounts upon prompt payment at the police department – Councilwoman White made
the motion to waive the second reading and make this the third and final reading of Ord.
No. 002-14.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

Councilwoman Brown made the motion to adopt Ord. No. 002-14, an ordinance to
amend Chapter 66 (“Traffic and Vehicles”), Article III (“Stopping, standing and parking”), of
the Town Code by amending Sections 66-103 (“Parking in fire lanes”), 66-104
(“Handicapped parking and signage for persons with disabilities”) and 66-112 (“Penalty for
violations of article”) to allow for the increase in fine amounts and remove the lowering of
fine amounts upon prompt payment at the police department.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.
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NEW BUSINESS

A. Certify list of candidates for April 29th election – Councilwoman White made the
motion to approve the list of candidates for the April 29th election.  Motion was seconded
by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and possible vote on recommendations from Personnel and
Finance Committees:

i. Approval of pay range for Director of Public Work and Electric – Councilwoman
White made the motion to approve the pay range for the Director of Public Works
and Electric.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried
unanimously.

ii. Approval of pay range and job description of Human Resources Manager –
Councilwoman Brown made the motion to approve the pay range and job
description for the Human Resources Manager as listed on the memo from the Town
Manager.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson.  Motion carried with Mayor
Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson, Flairty and
Embert voting for, and Councilwoman White voting against.

C. Recommendation from Finance Committee: discussion and possible action to
create an employee managed, shared cost reduction program – this item was
postponed.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilman Johnson said there is a dump truck parked on the street and is being
worked on in the street.  Chief Wood said the Police Department will address this.

Councilman Embert commended Mr. Hugg, Mr. Evans and Mr. McNatt for their
professionalism during the accident that happened at Rite Aid and the sewer issue that
happened this weekend.

Mayor Masten thanked Chief Wood and his officers for their help during the annual
St. Patrick’s Day parade.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Embert made the motion to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Brown.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. by unanimous vote.
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