
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

March 10, 2014

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:30 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, and John L. Embert III.  Councilman Jeff Flairty was excused.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Interim Chief Norman E. Wood,
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Masten
asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White asked to move item 9(e) up on the agenda and make it item
9(a).   Councilwoman Brown made the motion to accept the agenda as amended.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman Embert made the motion to accept the minutes of December 2, 2013,
February 3, 2014 and February 18, 2014 as presented.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously. 

REPORTS

A. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten spoke of attending the Mayor’s Ball with Vice
Mayor Brown; a meeting regarding the speed limit on Carter Road; there will be a Special
Council meeting on April 5th, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and will be held at Belmont Hall; the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade will be held March 16th; the new videos on the town website; and the
congressional visit on March 12th.

B. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards said he did not have anything at this time.

C. Police chief – Chief Wood said Bob Altieri has re-joined CAPS.

D. Town manager – Mr. Hugg said Council has his report and he has nothing to add.
   
E. Committees – Larry Thornton, Chair of the Public Safety Committee, came forward
to speak.  Mr. Thornton reported they will meet March 13th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee will meet March 12th.
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Councilwoman Brown stated she is the contact person for the Chief of Police
applications, and 10 have been received so far; they will accept applications through March
21st.

Councilwoman White said the Shade Tree Commission will meet March 19th at 5
p.m.

Councilwoman Rodriguez said the Personnel Committee will meet March 11th.
   

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Ed Ide, Iolanda Zikowitz, Richard Zikowitz, Bill Evans, Jennifer
Love, Robert Altieri, Florence Altieri, Donna Cantillon, Timothy Heron, Rory Heron, Jim
Schwartz, A. DeFeo, Christy Willis, Ken Stevens, Elizabeth Ford, Conrad Hebert, Larry
Thornton, Bill Whitaker, Amy Prettyman, Rodney Slaughter, and Cindy A. Cogar.

Richard Zikowitz came forward to speak.  Mr. Zikowitz spoke about his trash not
being picked up, and he would like to arrange for his own trash collection and not be billed
by the town.

Donna Cantillon came forward to speak.  Ms. Cantillon spoke about a zoning change
and expressed her extreme displeasure about the Board of Adjustment’s decision.  She
wants the Town of Smyrna to abandon the idea of selling the property at 129 North Union
Street.

Cindy Cogar came forward to speak.  Ms. Cogar asked about yard waste and when it
would start again.  Mr. Hugg stated it never stopped.  Ms. Cogar said if the resident that
spoke earlier can arrange for his own trash service, then she would like to do the same.

Amy Prettyman came forward to speak.  Ms. Prettyman stated she was told to come
to this Council meeting about her electric.  Mr. Hugg asked Ms. Prettyman to attend the
April Utility Committee meeting on April 2nd, and they will discuss the issue.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Appointment and swearing-in of Board of Assessors – Mayor Masten asked
William Whitaker and Rodney Slaughter to come forward.  Mayor Masten swore-in Mr.
Whitaker and Mr. Slaughter as members of the Town of Smyrna Board of Assessment.

B. Second reading: Ord. No. 001-14, an ordinance to amend Chapter 70
(“Utilities”), Section 70-172 “Service Classification, GS, General Service, Commercial
Nondemand and Industrial” to provide for “Low usage” and “High usage” industrial
demand customer classifications, and Section 70-175 “Purchased Power Cost
Adjustment Clause” to correct a typographical error – Councilwoman brown made the
motion to waive the second reading and make this the final reading of Ord. No. 001-14.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.
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Councilwoman Brown made the motion to approve Ord. No. 001-14, an ordinance to
amend Chapter 70 (“Utilities”), Section 70-172 “Service Classification, GS, General Service,
Commercial Nondemand and Industrial” to provide for “Low usage” and “High usage”
industrial demand customer classifications, and Section 70-175 “Purchased Power Cost
Adjustment Clause” to correct a typographical error.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

C. Consideration and possible action on adding sally port to new police station –
Councilwoman Brown made the motion to add $87,000 to the budget for the police station
to add a sally port to the new police station.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson.
After discussion the motion was withdrawn.

Councilwoman Brown made the motion to change our budget to $3.7 million for the
police station, plus $300,000 for contingency which brings it to a $4 million budget for the
police station, which includes the sally port and the second half of the basement – with the
second half of the basement not finished.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson.
After discussion the motion was withdrawn.

Councilman Johnson made the motion to increase the cost of the budget to a total of
$4 million with $200,000 coming from the sale of the property for the police station.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White.  Motion carried with Mayor Masten,
Councilwomen Rodriguez, White and Brown, and Councilman Johnson voting for, and
Councilman Embert voting against.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Consideration and possible vote on request from Ducks Unlimited Quack Pack
to serve beer and wine at their fundraising event at Lake Como – Councilwoman White
made the motion to approve Ducks Unlimited Quack Pack’s request.  Motion was seconded
by Councilman Johnson.  Motion carried with Mayor Masten, Councilwomen White and
Brown, and Councilmen Johnson and Embert voting for, and Councilwoman Rodriguez
voting against.

B. Consideration and possible vote on 2014 addition to tax bills resolution, and
to include penalties from March, April, and May, 2014 – Councilwoman White made the
motion to approve 2014 addition to tax bills resolution, and to include penalties from
March, April, and May, 2014 as requested by the town manager.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

C. Consideration and possible vote to approve posting of assessment list –
Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the posting of the assessment list.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

D. Discussion on the following: An Ordinance to Amend Appendix A (“Zoning”) of
the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna by Amending Section 5 (“District
Regulations”), Subsection 14 (“Industrial/Office/Research Park District”), to Include
Registered Compassion Centers and Registered Safety Compliance Facilities as a
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Conditional Use – Councilwoman Rodriguez made the motion to change the hours of
operation to 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Motion was seconded by Councilman
Johnson.  Motion carried with Mayor Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez and Brown, and
Councilmen Johnson and Embert voting for, and Councilwoman White voting against.

E. First reading: Ord. No. 002-14, an ordinance to amend Chapter 66 (“Traffic
and Vehicles”), Article III (“Stopping, standing and parking”), of the Town Code by
amending Sections 66-103 (“Parking in fire lanes”), 66-104 (“Handicapped parking
and signage for persons with disabilities”) and 66-112 (“Penalty for violations of
article”) to allow for the increase in fine amounts and remove the lowering of fine
amounts upon prompt payment at the police department – Councilwoman White made
the motion to make this the first reading of Ord. No. 002-14, an ordinance to amend
Chapter 66 (“Traffic and Vehicles”), Article III (“Stopping, standing and parking”), of the
Town Code by amending Sections 66-103 (“Parking in fire lanes”), 66-104 (“Handicapped
parking and signage for persons with disabilities”) and 66-112 (“Penalty for violations of
article”) to allow for the increase in fine amounts and remove the lowering of fine amounts
upon prompt payment at the police department.  Motion was seconded by Councilman
Embert.  Motion carried with Mayor Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez and Brown, and
Councilman Ember voting for, and Councilwoman White and Councilman Johnson voting
against.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilwoman White spoke about customers being referred to the Utility
Committee.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Johnson made the motion to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman White.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. by unanimous vote.
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