
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

January 6, 2014

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:30 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Jeff Flairty,
and John L. Embert III.  Councilman Robert C. Johnson was present via telephone.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Wilbert R. Bordley,
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Masten
asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the executive session minutes of
December 16, 2013 and December 23, 2013 as presented.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously. 

REPORTS

A. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten spoke about the American Legion appreciation
banquet that will be held January 18th; gave an update regarding Lincoln Street; thanked
Bill Evans, Jason McNatt and their staffs for their hard work during and after the snowfall;
and presented Chief Wilbert Bordley with a proclamation honoring him on the occasion of
his retirement, and read it into the record.

B. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards said he did not have anything at this time.

C. Police chief – Chief Bordley said he had no report this evening.

D. Town manager – Mr. Hugg wanted to compliment probably the best public works
and electric staff in Delaware on the outstanding job that they did before, during and after
the snow storm; and reminded everyone that DelDOT will formally dedicate the Carter
Road project tomorrow at 2 p.m. at the American Legion.
   



Mayor and Council              Page 2 of 4         January 6, 2014

E. Committees – Councilman Flairty said the January Utility Committee meeting is
cancelled, and will meet February 5th; the Economic Development Committee will meet
January 9th.

Councilwoman Brown thanked Chief Bordley and wished him well.
   

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Bill Evans, Geoff Grantland, James Harkins, Pete Vigneri, Sarah
Hart, Ken Stevens, Mike Vinc, William Wilson, Rev. Keith N. Noel, Norman Wood, Allan
Fletcher, Michelle & Bud Wadkins, Kevin J. Fox, Peter M. Retzlaff, Rev. Jenny Vander
Haeghen, Bob Hairgrove, Harriet Pearson, Michael Burns, Jenn Dailey, Larry Thornton, Lucy
Blood, Joseph Wilson, and John Riley.

Rev. Jenny Vander Haeghen, representing the Smyrna-Clayton Ministerium, came
forward to speak.  Rev. Vander Haeghen thanked the Mayor & Council for the “Warm
Hearts Smyrna” program and read a letter into the record. 

Allan Fletcher came forward to speak.  Mr. Fletcher said he works for the Town
asked why new hires to the Town did not receive any pension plan, but new hires to the
police department are in a pension plan.  Mayor Masten and Councilman Johnson said that
is something that they will be working on, but there will not be an answer for a while.

Bob Hairgrove, Smyrna Police Department Dispatcher and President of AFSCME
local for the Town of Smyrna employees came forward to speak.  Mr. Hairgrove stated that
the membership overwhelmingly approved the contract earlier tonight.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Authorize Kent County Levy Court to Administer CDBG – Councilman Flairty
made the motion to authorize Kent County Levy Court to administer the CDBG program.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

B. Discuss and possible vote on the suspension of all nonessential expenditures
immediately, to include attaching a written justification to each invoice that is
approved by a department head – Councilwoman Brown made the motion to have
department heads to include written justification to each invoice.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Flairty.  After discussion the motion was withdrawn. 

C. Appoint Frank Knotts to Personnel Committee – Councilman Flairty made the
motion to appoint Frank Knotts to the Personnel Committee.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Rodriguez and carried unanimously.

D. Resolution requesting DelDOT to complete traffic studies and reduce speed
limit on N. Carter Road – Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the
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resolution requesting DelDOT to complete traffic studies and reduce the speed limit on
North Carter Road.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried
unanimously. 

E. Appointment of Interim Chief of Police – Mayor Masten passed the gavel to Vice
Mayor Brown.  Mayor Masten made the motion to appoint Lt. Norman Wood as the Interim
Chief of Police.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

F. Discussion and possible vote on use of Delaware Police Chiefs’ Council for
assistance in hiring a new Police Chief – Mayor Masten made the motion to use the
Delaware Police Chiefs’ Council for assistance in hiring a new police chief.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

Vice Mayor Brown passed the gavel back to Mayor Masten.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Mayor Masten stated she will not be present for the next Council meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss contents of a document involving “trade secrets
and commercial or financial information obtained from a person which is of a
privileged or confidential nature” 
B. Executive session for the purposes of (a) discussing a personnel matter in
which the names, competency, and abilities of individual employees will be
discussed; and (b) holding a strategy session for collective bargaining where an open
meeting would have an adverse effect on the bargaining position of the town –
Councilman Flairty made the motion to go into executive session to discuss contents of a
document involving “trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from
a person which is of a privileged or confidential nature”; and for the purposes of (a)
discussing a personnel matter in which the names, competency, and abilities of individual
employees will be discussed; and (b) holding a strategy session for collective bargaining
where an open meeting would have an adverse effect on the bargaining position of the
town.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.  Council
went into executive session at 8:11 p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 9:04 p.m. 

C. Possible action on matter of “trade secrets and commercial or financial
information obtained from a person which is of a privileged or confidential nature –
Councilman Flairty made the motion to proceed as discussed in executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.
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D. Possible discussion and action on: (a) personnel matter in which the names,
competency, and abilities of individual employees discussed in executive session;
and (b) collective bargaining where an open meeting would have an adverse effect
on the bargaining position of the town discussed in executive session – Councilwoman
Brown made the motion to approve the AFSCME agreement between AFSCME and the
Town of Smyrna on January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2018 with the exception of
resolving one issue regarding position classifications.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman White made the motion to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Flairty.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:06 p.m. by unanimous vote.
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