
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

December 21, 2015

PUBLIC HEARING

The public hearing was opened at 6:45 p.m. by Mayor Joanne Masten.  Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, and Anthony H. DeFeo.  Councilman John L. Embert III was excused.  

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten said the public hearing is to consider a resolution approving issuance
of up to $1,200,000 aggregate principal amount general obligation bond to the Delaware
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control, Delaware Water Pollution
Control Revolving Fund, as registered owner, to finance various wastewater projects,
including the North Duck Creek sewer line extension along Route 13 from Paddock Road to
the DelDOT rest stop, and other sewer utility improvements; setting forth the form and
details of the bond; determining that the bond will be sold by private sale and authorizing
execution of a financing agreement; pledging the full faith, credit and taxing power of the
Town for the bond; and authorizing other necessary action.

Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak in favor of this item.
Jason McClafferty, KCI Technologies came forward to speak.  Mr. McClafferty briefly
explained the project.  Mr. Ryan Flickinger, also from KCI Technologies came forward to
expound on the project.    

Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak against this item.  No one
came forward.

Mayor Masten closed the public hearing at 7:02 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:02 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, and Anthony H. DeFeo.  Councilman John L. Embert III was excused.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.



Mayor and Council              Page 2 of 4         December 21, 2015

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman DeFeo made the motion to approve the regular council and executive
session minutes of December 7, 2015 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman
Johnson and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg said Mr. Stulir sent the most recent financial
documents to Council.

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten said she had nothing to report.

C. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

D. Police chief – Chief Wood said the canines are out on the street.

E. Town manager – Mr. Hugg touched on a few items from his report to Council.

F. Committees – Councilman DeFeo said the Utility Committee met December 2nd and
the next meeting will be January 6th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee for December was cancelled; the IT
Committee is now using BoardPAC.

Councilwoman Brown said the Personnel Committee will meet January 7th; the
Economic Development Committee will also meet January 7th.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Christopher Kersey, Jason McClafferty, Bill Evans, Conrad
Hebert, Cindy A. Cogar, and Ryan Flickinger.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on second reading: Ord. No. 018-15, an
ordinance regulating the possession of firearms, ammunition, components of
firearms, and explosives in municipal buildings and police stations in the Town of
Smyrna – Councilwoman White made the motion to make this the second reading of Ord.
No. 018-15, an ordinance regulating the possession of firearms, ammunition, components
of firearms, and explosives in municipal buildings and police stations in the Town of
Smyrna.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and possible action on second reading: Ord. No. 019-15, an
ordinance to amend the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna to create a new Chapter
49 – Business licenses to require business licenses for all businesses and
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professional establishments operating in the Town of Smyrna and providing
penalties for the violation thereof – Councilman Johnson made the motion to make this
the second reading of Ord. No. 019-15, an ordinance to amend the Town Code of the Town
of Smyrna to create a new Chapter 49 – Business licenses to require business licenses for
all businesses and professional establishments operating in the Town of Smyrna and
providing penalties for the violation thereof.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman
Brown.  Motion carried with mayor Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez and Brown, and
Councilmen Johnson and DeFeo voting for, and Councilwoman White voting against.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Authorize Kent County Levy Court to Administer CDBG – Councilwoman White
made the motion to authorize Kent County Levy Court to administer CDBG.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and possible action to approve and accept Delaware Water
Pollution Control Revolving Fund Revised Binding Loan Commitment Letter issued
by DNREC regarding a $1,200,000 supplemental loan – Councilman DeFeo made the
motion to approve and accept Delaware Water Pollution Control Revolving Fund Revised
Binding Loan Commitment Letter issued by DNREC regarding a $1,200,000 supplemental
loan.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

C. Discussion and possible action on resolution approving issuance of up to
$1,200,000 aggregate principal amount general obligation bond to the Delaware
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control, Delaware Water
Pollution Control Revolving Fund, as registered owner, to finance various
wastewater projects, including the North Duck Creek sewer line extension along
Route 13 from Paddock Road to the DelDOT rest stop, and other sewer utility
improvements; setting forth the form and details of the bond; determining that the
bond will be sold by private sale and authorizing execution of a financing agreement;
pledging the full faith, credit and taxing power of the Town for the bond; and
authorizing other necessary action – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to approve the
resolution approving issuance of up to $1,200,000 aggregate principal amount general
obligation bond to the Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental
Control, Delaware Water Pollution Control Revolving Fund, as registered owner, to finance
various wastewater projects, including the North Duck Creek sewer line extension along
Route 13 from Paddock Road to the DelDOT rest stop, and other sewer utility
improvements; setting forth the form and details of the bond; determining that the bond
will be sold by private sale and authorizing execution of a financing agreement; pledging
the full faith, credit and taxing power of the Town for the bond; and authorizing other
necessary action.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilwoman Brown wished everyone a Merry Christmas, and for those who do
not celebrate Christmas she wished a very peaceful and joyous holiday season.
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Councilwoman Rodriguez inquired as to why we do not have parking on only one
side of South Street.  Councilman DeFeo said he would add that to the Public Safety
Committee agenda.

Mr. Hugg said he would like to ask the fire company to please slow down on South
Street.

Councilman DeFeo stated that the Town has refunded almost $80,000 so far in
utility deposits for customers who have maintained their account in good standing, since
this program began in 2011.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss personnel matters in which the names,
competencies, and abilities of individual employees may be discussed –
Councilwoman White made the motion to go into executive session discuss personnel
matters in which the names, competencies, and abilities of individual employees may be
discussed.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.
Council went into executive session at 7:40 p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 8:43 p.m.

B. Discussion and possible vote on matters discussed in executive session – No
action was taken.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Masten adjourned the meeting was adjourned at 8:43 p.m.
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