
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

November 2, 2015

PUBLIC HEARING

The public hearing was opened at 6:45 p.m. by Mayor Joanne Masten.  Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Anthony H. DeFeo, and John L. Embert III. 

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten said the first item is to consider resolution approving the issuance of
a General Obligation Bond in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $152,214, to the
Delaware Department of Health & Social Services Drinking Water State Revolving Fund, as
registered owner, for the purpose of financing the additional construction costs associated
with the Town of Smyrna’s approved water main replacement projects to replace water
mains at Mt. Vernon and Frazier Streets; setting forth the form and details of the bond;
determining that the bond will be sold by private sale and authorizing executions  of a
financing agreement; pledging the full faith, credit and taxing power of the Town  for the
bond; and authorizing other necessary action.

Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak in favor of this item.  No
one came forward.  Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak against this
item.  No one came forward.

Mayor Masten said the second item is to receive public comments on a proposal to
abandon an undeveloped section of Cummins St. situated between S. Clements St. and S.
Howard St.

Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak for this item.  No one
came forward.  Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak against this item.
No one came forward.

Mayor Masten closed the public hearing at 6:47 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Anthony H. DeFeo and John L. Embert III.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.
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ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Mr. Hugg asked to postpone item 10(a) until our second meeting in November.

Councilman Johnson made the motion to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman DeFeo made the motion to approve the regular council minutes and the
executive session minutes of October 19, 2015 as presented.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Presiding Officer – Mayor Masten thanked Chief Wood and Smyrna Police
Department for the patrol of South Street on Halloween night due to the inordinate amount
of people there, and also that it was very nice that Chief Wood and some of the officers
were giving out candy.  

Mayor Masten read a proclamation for the World Pancreatic Cancer Day into the
record.

Mayor Masten asked Mrs. Margaret Freeman to come forward.  Mayor Masten read
into the record a proclamation honoring Mrs. Margaret Freeman on the occasion of her
retirement and presented it to her.

Senator Bruce Ennis came forward and read into the record and presented a tribute
to Mrs. Margaret Freeman.  Senator Ennis also read into the record and presented a tribute
to Mrs. Margaret Freeman from Representative William Carson and the House of
Representatives – Representative Carson was unable to attend this evening due to a prior
engagement. 

Kent County Levy Court President Brooks Banta came forward and presented Mrs.
Margaret Freeman with a tribute from the Kent County Levy Court Commissioners.
 
B. Town Attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

C. Police Chief – Chief Wood spoke about Halloween night, Coffee with a Cop program,
and new hand-held auto-injector to reverse opiate overdose.

D. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg said Council had his manager’s report and spoke about
financial documents sent out by Mr. Stulir, being the successful bidder for the Wright
Mansion, and the upcoming purchase of 20 South Delaware Street.
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E. Committees – Councilman Embert said the Public Safety Committee will meet
November 12th; the Annual Veteran’s Day Recognition will be held November 5th.

Councilman DeFeo said the Utility Committee will meet November 4th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee will meet November 10th.

Councilwoman Brown said the Economic Development Committee will meet
November 5th; the Personnel Committee will meet November 10th.

Mr. Hugg said the Redevelopment Authority will meet November 18th.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Ghulam Y. Faqiri, Jennifer Antonik, Jalal Bayar, Gary M.
Dawkins, Pete Vigneri, Ed Ide, Bruce C. Ennis, Margaret R. Freeman, Shawn Quay, Debra R.
Freeman, Earnest D. Freeman, Minnie Johnson, Dianna Freeman, Earnest Freeman,
Monique Brooks, Brooks Banta, Rev. Ronniere Robinson, and Peter M. Retzlaff.

No one came forward.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible vote on resolution approving the issuance of a
General Obligation Bond in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $152,214, to
the Delaware Department of Health & Social Services Drinking Water State Revolving
Fund, as registered owner, for the purpose of financing the additional construction
costs associated with the Town of Smyrna’s approved water main replacement
projects to replace water mains at Mt. Vernon and Frazier Streets; setting forth the
form and details of the bond; determining that the bond will be sold by private sale
and authorizing execution of a financing agreement; pledging the full faith, credit
and taxing power of the Town for the bond; and authorizing other necessary action –
Councilman DeFeo made the motion to approve the resolution approving the issuance of a
General Obligation Bond in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $152,214, to the
Delaware Department of Health & Social Services Drinking Water State Revolving Fund, as
registered owner, for the purpose of financing the additional construction costs associated
with the Town of Smyrna’s approved water main replacement projects to replace water
mains at Mt. Vernon and Frazier Streets; setting forth the form and details of the bond;
determining that the bond will be sold by private sale and authorizing execution of a
financing agreement; pledging the full faith, credit and taxing power of the Town for the
bond; and authorizing other necessary action.  Motion was seconded by Councilman
Johnson and carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and possible action on resolution approving the abandonment of
an undeveloped section of Cummins St. situated between South Clements Street and
South Howard Street and authorizing the conveyance of the abandoned street to the
adjacent property owners – Councilman Johnson made the motion to approve the
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resolution approving the abandonment of an undeveloped section of Cummins St. situated
between South Clements Street and South Howard Street and authorizing the conveyance
of the abandoned street to the adjacent property owners without charges or fees.   Motion
was seconded by Councilman DeFeo.  Motion carried with Mayor Masten, Councilwomen
Rodriguez and White, and Councilmen Johnson, DeFeo and Embert voting for, and
Councilwoman Brown voting against.

C. Discussion and possible action on second reading: Ord. No. 017-15, an
ordinance to amend Chapter 58 (“Streets, sidewalks and other public places”),
Article V (“Snow removal”) to require the removal of ice and to make violations of
snow and ice removal regulations civil violations and to authorize the Code
Enforcement Department to enforce these regulations and to make other
clarifications to the ordinance – Councilwoman White made the motion to make this the
second reading of Ord. No. 017-15, an ordinance to amend Chapter 58 (“Streets, sidewalks
and other public places”), Article V (“Snow removal”) to require the removal of ice and to
make violations of snow and ice removal regulations civil violations and to authorize the
Code Enforcement Department to enforce these regulations and to make other
clarifications to the ordinance.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Ember and carried
unanimously.

D. Update on status of police building completion and discussion and possible
action on the whether or not to authorize the expenditure of funds in excess of the
previously approved $3,500,000 in order to incorporate various features into the
police building – Councilman Johnson made the motion for any changes must be approved
by Council.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously.

Councilman Johnson made the motion to freeze the spending on additional items
until Council has a full accounting of all the costs that an item that had been ordered - a
document that has everything in order so Council can look at it and see what is being talked
about.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Rodriguez.  Motion carried with Mayor
Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez, White and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson and DeFeo
voting for, and Councilman Embert voting against.

Councilman Johnson made the motion to change the funding, take $245,000 that
was previously approved and put that back in the General Fund and use the USDA funding.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown.  After discussion the motion was
withdrawn.

Mayor Masten asked to have a special Council meeting on November 9, 2015 at 7:00
p.m.  All members of Council stated they all will be in attendance.

Councilman DeFeo made the motion to allow contractor to go ahead and spend up to
the amount of the approved change orders.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson
and carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
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A. Discussion and possible action on resolution for award of bid for Phase II
North Duck Creek Water and Sewer project – This item was removed from the agenda.

Councilman Johnson left the meeting at 8:57 p.m.

B. Discussion and possible action on Asset Management Program proposal from
KCI Technologies – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to approve the Asset
Management Program proposal from KCI Technologies.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Mayor Masten asked for a status update of the security glass.  Mr. Hugg said in the
next week or so a contractor will come and extend the counters and then the safety glass
will be delivered and installed, and we are looking at new furniture to better utilize the
space in the front office.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Masten adjourned the meeting at 9:03 p.m.
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