
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

October 19, 2015

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m.  Council members
present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C. Johnson,
Anthony H. DeFeo and John L. Embert III.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Masten asked
everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman Johnson made the motion to approve the regular council minutes of October
5, 2015 and the executive session minutes of October 5, 2015 as presented.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously. 

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg said he had nothing tonight.

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten read a proclamation setting November 1, 2015 as
Extra Mile Day into the record.  Mayor Masten said as part of National Community Planning
Month which is the month of October, she asked the members of the Planning & Zoning
Commission to come forward.  Mayor Masten read into the record Certificates of Appreciation
and presented them to each of the members of the Planning & Zoning Commission present –
Michael H. McGrath, James Wolfe, and Jack Bobeck.  

C. Town attorney – Mr. Edward said he had nothing this evening.

D. Police Chief – Chief Wood updated Council on the progress of the Smyrna Police
Building expansion.

E. Town manager – Mr. Hugg said Council has a copy of his report.



F. Committees – Councilman Embert said the Public Safety Committee met October 8th

and the next meeting will be November 12th.

Councilman DeFeo said the Utility Committee met October 7th and the next meeting will
be November 4th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee met October 14th and the next meeting
will be October 21st; the IT Committee met October 15th and the next meeting will be November
5th.

Councilwoman Brown said the Economic Development Committee met October 1st.

Mayor Masten asked Kevin Musto to come forward.  She read a proclamation into the
record congratulating Mr. Musto for being awarded the 2015 Bowl of Hygeia Award and for his
numerous accomplishments and service to the citizens, and presented Mr. Musto  

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Jennifer Antonik, Pat Musto, Jim Wolfe, Renee Slaughter, Danielle
Slaughter, Rodney Slaughter, Conrad Hebert, Norah Rennewanz, and Kevin Musto.

Jim Wolfe came forward to speak.  Mr. Wolfe said he is a member of the Historic District
Review Board and he wanted to apprise Council of the Historic District Review Board’s intent to
draft an ordinance to require that the owners of structures within the Historic District appear
before the Review Board in order to secure a demolition permit for a structure which is
historically significant.  He said down the road they would like to address infill and also the
requirement as far as enforcement goes.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on first reading: Ord. No. 017-15, an ordinance to
amend Chapter 58 (“Streets, sidewalks and other public places”), Article V (“Snow
removal” to require the removal of ice and to make violations of snow and ice removal
regulations civil violation and to authorize the Code Enforcement Department to enforce
these regulations and to make other clarifications to the ordinance – Councilwoman White
made the motion to make this the first reading of Ord. No. 017-15, an ordinance to amend
Chapter 58 (“Streets, sidewalks and other public places”), Article V (“Snow removal” to require
the removal of ice and to make violations of snow and ice removal regulations civil violation and
to authorize the Code Enforcement Department to enforce these regulations and to make other
clarifications to the ordinance.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried
unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilman Embert said he remembered that last year after trick-or-treating Council
discussed the issue of a lot of children and the safety on South Street, and asked Chief Wood if



he had a plan to work with that this year.  Chief Wood explained the efforts they will make to
help ensure the safety of the children.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss the sale of real property. 29 Del. C. sec. 10004(b)(2) –
Councilwoman White made the motion to go into executive session to discuss the sale of real
property.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously.  Council went
into executive session at 7:35 p.m.

Councilman DeFeo made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.  Council came out of executive
session at 8:08 p.m.

B. Discussion and potential vote on matter discussed in executive session involving the
sale of real property – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to move forward as he had
recommended in executive session.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried
unanimously. 

Councilman Johnson made the motion to move forward as he had recommended in
executive session.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown.  Motion carried with Mayor
Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson, DeFeo and Embert
voting for, and Councilwoman White voting against.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Masten adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m.




