
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

October 5, 2015

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Anthony H. DeFeo and John L. Embert III.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the regular council minutes and
the executive session minutes of September 21, 2015 as presented.  Motion was seconded
by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Presiding Officer – Mayor Masten thanked the town electric crew for all the efforts
they made on Friday and Saturday evenings to restore power during the worst conditions.

Mayor Masten asked Mr. Gary Emeigh to come forward.  Mayor Masten read a
proclamation honoring Mr. Emeigh  for 50 years of professional excellence into the record.

Mayor Masten asked Mr. Tom Bowers to come forward.  Mayor Masten read a
proclamation honoring Mr. Bowers for being named 2015 Kent County Fire Policeman of
the Year and for his many years of service to the citizens of Delaware into the record.
 
B. Town Attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

C. Police Chief – Chief Wood reminded everyone that ‘Coffee with a Cop’ will be at
Bridgeway at 8:00 a.m., and Wednesday evening at the Smyrna Clayton Little League fields
they will be having the Big Ball competition play-off at 6:00 p.m.

D. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg said Council had his manager’s report and a report on
his attendance the ICMA conference in Seattle.
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E. Committees – Councilman Embert said the Public Safety Committee will meet
October 8th.

Councilman DeFeo said the Utility Committee will meet October 7th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee will meet October 14th; the IT
Committee met September 24th.

Councilwoman Brown said the Personnel Committee will meet October 6th and will
also meet October 13th; the Business Development Subcommittee will meet October 15th.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Patricia Hennighan, Ghulam Y. Faqiri, Gary Emeigh, Jennifer
Antonik, Charles Boyer, Jim Wolfe, and Cindy A. Cogar.

Cindy Cogar came forward to speak.  Ms. Cogar asked about Mr. Hugg’s report from
the conference he attended and about different committee reports; she thanked the electric
and public works crews for always taking care of her as a citizen and she thanked council
for doing the things they think are in the best interest of the town; she spoke about yard
wasted being dumped in the middle of the street; and she heard a rumor that there is a
heroin problem in Smyrna.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on third reading: Ord. No. 014-15, an ordinance
to amend Chapter 18 (“Buildings and building regulations”), Article XI (“Rental
properties”) to require rental units to be crime free and providing penalties for the
violation thereof – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to make this the third reading of
Ord. No. 014-15, an ordinance to amend Chapter 18 (“Buildings and building regulations”),
Article XI (“Rental properties”) to require rental units to be crime free and providing
penalties for the violation thereof.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and
carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and possible action on resolution scheduling a public hearing to
consider the proposed abandonment of an undeveloped section of Cummins Street
situated between S. Clements Street and S. Howard Street – Councilwoman White made
the motion to approve the resolution scheduling a public hearing to consider the proposed
abandonment of an undeveloped section of Cummins Street situated between S. Clements
Street and S. Howard Street for November 2, 2015 at 6:45 p.m.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson.  Motion carried with Mayor Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez and
White, and Councilmen Johnson, DeFeo and Embert voting for, and Councilwoman Brown
voting against.

C. Discussion and possible vote on resolution proposing the borrowing of an
additional $152,214 from the Delaware Drinking Water Revolving Fund to create an
aggregate amount of $689,714 borrowed by the Town of Smyrna to fund the
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replacement of water mains, service lines, and related attachments at Mt. Vernon
Street and Frazier Street – Councilwoman Rodriguez made the motion to approve the
resolution proposing the borrowing of an additional $152,214 from the Delaware Drinking
Water Revolving Fund to create an aggregate amount of $689,714 borrowed by the Town
of Smyrna to fund the replacement of water mains, service lines, and related attachments at
Mt. Vernon Street and Frazier Street.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson.
Motion carried with Mayor Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez, White and Brown, and
Councilmen Johnson and Embert voting for, and Councilman DeFeo voting against.

D. Recommendation for approval to change budgeted position of Apprentice to
Water & Sewer Operator – Councilwoman Brown made the motion to approve to change
the budgeted position of Apprentice to Water & Sewer Operator.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion and vote on resolution setting date and time for trick-or-treat –
Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the resolution to set October 31, 2015
for trick-or-treat, between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Embert and carried unanimously. 

B. Proclamation recognizing October as Community Planning Month –
Councilwoman White made the motion to recognize October as Community Planning
Month.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

C. Discussion and possible action filling the ATM position – This item was removed
from the agenda.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Mayor Masten inquired about where we stand with getting the glass for the front
office.  Mr. Hugg said they are still trying to find a vendor.

Councilman Embert asked if anyone has met with an architect or engineer for some
of the design changes to Town Hall.  Mr. Hugg said they have not; he said internal changes
are being made.  Councilwoman Rodriguez said the suppliers of modular furniture would
assist with measuring, etc. and try to find a workable solution.

Councilman DeFeo asked for an update on the police building.  Chief Wood
explained the issues they have been having.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss the names, competencies, and abilities of
individual employees – Councilwoman White made the motion to go into executive
session to discuss the names, competencies, and abilities of individual employees.  Motion
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was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.  Council went into
executive session at 8:05 p.m.

Councilman Johnson made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.  Council came out of executive
session at 9:00 p.m.

B. Possible action on discussion of the names, competencies, and abilities of
individual employees discussed in executive session – No action was taken.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Masten adjourned the meeting at 9:01 p.m.
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