
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

September 21, 2015

PUBLIC HEARING

The public hearing was opened at 6:45 p.m. by Mayor Joanne Masten.  Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, and John L. Embert III.  Councilman Anthony H. DeFeo was excused.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten said the public hearing to consider an ordinance to amend Appendix
A (“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna by amending Section 5 (“District
Regulations”), Subsection 10 (“Highway Commercial District HC”) and subsection 9
(“Central Commercial District CC”) to clarify that brewery-pubs are a permitted use.

Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak for the proposed
ordinance.  Rick Downes came forward to speak.  Mr. Downes explained this topic has been
worked on for the last month and then was discussed at the August Planning & Zoning
Commission meeting, and due to a lack of communication it was not supported at time;
since that time the Planning & Zoning Commission held a special meeting and voted to
recommend approval to Council.  He said this is supported by the Economic Development
Committee as well. 

Kevin Reading came forward to speak.  Mr. Reading said they believe they can
succeed and draw from other areas – the rest of Delaware as well as other states.

Eric Williams came forward to speak.  Mr. Williams said they have been in Milford
almost two years and it has been a very positive experience.

Andy Strine came forward to speak.  Mr. Strine said they recognized what is need
here in Smyrna.

Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak against the proposed
ordinance.  No one came forward.

Mayor Masten closed the public hearing at 6:57 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Anthony H. DeFeo, and John L. Embert III.  Councilman Anthony H. DeFeo was
excused.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.
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Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman Johnson made the motion to approve the regular council minutes of
September 8, 2015, and the executive session minutes of September 8, 2015 as presented.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg said he had nothing this evening.

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten thanked the members of the SDRA for the money
they gave us for the rest of the banners.

C. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

D. Police chief – Chief Wood stated Cpl. Walton has been cleared.

E. Town manager – Mr. Hugg touched on a few items from his report to Council.

F. Committees – Councilman Embert said the Public Safety Committee met September
10th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee met September 16th and the next
meeting will be October 14th.

Councilwoman Brown said the Economic Development Committee will meet
October 1st.

Councilwoman White thanked those that came out for the Happiness Project event
that was held at Painted Stave Distilling this past weekend.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Ghulam Yahya Faqiri, Bill Evans, Rick Downes, Jennifer
Antonik, Rusti D. Naylor, Quentin Schlieder, Conrad Hebert, Kevin Reading, Andy Strine,
and Eric Williams.

Quentin Schlieder came forward to speak.  Mr. Schlieder commended those who
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have worked on Ord. No. 014-15; it has great merit and hopes that Council moves it along
and adopts it.  Mr. Schlieder then spoke about conversions of single family units in to multi-
family units downtown and the possible reduction of the number of units – there already is
a parking problem downtown.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on first* second reading: Ord. No. 014-15, an
ordinance to amend Chapter 18 (“Buildings and building regulations”), Article XI
(“Rental properties”) to require rental units to be crime free and providing penalties
for the violation thereof – Councilman Embert made the motion to make this the second
reading of Ord. No. 014-15.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried
unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Possible vote and discussion to consider an ordinance to amend Appendix A
(“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna by amending Section 5 (“District
Regulations”), Subsection 10 (“Highway Commercial District HC”) and subsection 9
(“Central Commercial District CC”) to clarify that brewery-pubs are a permitted use –
Councilwoman White made the motion to approve Ord. No. 013-15, an ordinance to amend
Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna by amending Section 5
(“District Regulations”), Subsection 10 (“Highway Commercial District HC”) and subsection
9 (“Central Commercial District CC”) to clarify that brewery-pubs are a permitted use.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and possible action regarding request to abandon paper street
adjacent to 43 South Howard Street – Councilman Johnson made the motion to abandon
paper street adjacent to 43 South Howard Street.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman
White.  After discussion the motion was withdrawn.  Mr. Edwards will bring a resolution
for Council to consider setting the date for a public hearing which is the first step in this
process. 

C. Discussion and possible action on request of sidewalk waiver for 43 South
Howard Street – Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the sidewalk waiver
for 43 South Howard Street.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson.  Motion carried
with Mayor Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez and White, and Councilman Johnson voting
for, and Councilwoman Brown and Councilman Embert voting against.

D. Recommendation for approval:  Promotion of Apprentice to Water & Sewer
Operator – Councilman Johnson made the motion to approve the promotion of Apprentice
to Water & Sewer Operator.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown.  Motion failed
with Mayor Masten, and Councilwoman Rodriguez and Brown voting for, and
Councilwoman White, and Councilwoman White, and Councilmen Johnson and Embert
voting against.
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Councilwoman Rodriguez made the motion to move forward with this without going
back to Council when the funds are found for this.  Motion was seconded by Councilman
Johnson and carried unanimously.

E. Reappointment of Peter Retzlaff to the Finance Committee – Councilman
Johnson made the motion to approve the reappointment of Peter Retzlaff to the Finance
Committee.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilman Embert said he would like to know how much budget savings are there
because we sit here and keep raising taxes yet it is said there are savings - something is not
adding up.

Councilman Embert said Council needs to look at is the issue that happened here
tonight – our linemen are on a probationary period outlined and it should be that way
across the board for budgetary purposes.  He said we have had some people moved around
to newer positions that some people have been compensated and some have not; we need
to more equal across the board and fairer to all of our employees – we need consistency
across the board and we have to figure out how to get there.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to hold a strategy session to discuss pending or potential
litigation – Councilwoman Rodriguez made the motion to go into executive session to hold
a strategy session to discuss pending or potential litigation.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council went into executive session at 7:56
p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.  Council came out of executive
session at 8:42 p.m.

B. Possible action on the strategy session to discuss pending or potential
litigation from the executive session – Councilwoman White made the motion to move
forward as the Solicitor suggested in Executive Session.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Masten adjourned the meeting at 8:43 p.m.
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