
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

June 15, 2015

PUBLIC HEARING

The public hearing was opened at 6:45 p.m. by Mayor Joanne Masten.  Council
members present were, Regina I. Brown, Robert C. Johnson, Anthony H. DeFeo, and John L.
Embert III. 

Also present were Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and
Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten said the public hearing is regarding a resolution approving the
issuance of a General Obligation Bond to the United States Department of Agriculture –
Rural Housing Service, as registered owner to finance or refinance renovations to and
expansion of the Town of Smyrna’s Police Department Building; determining that the bond
will be sold by private sale and authorizing execution of loan documents; pledging the full
faith, credit and taxing power of the Town for the bond; and authorizing other necessary
action.

Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak for this item.  No one
came forward.  Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak against this item.
No one came forward.

Mayor Masten closed the public hearing at 6:47 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Anthony H. DeFeo, and John L. Embert III.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING



Mayor and Council              Page 2 of 5         June 15, 2015

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the regular council minutes of
June 1, 2015, and the executive session minutes of May 18, 2015 and June 1, 2015 as
presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg said Council was sent the bank balances, the
most recent transfer tax receipt, and the monthly expenditure and revenue report.

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten thanked Mr. Hugg, the members of Public Works,
and also Dawn Thompson for all their efforts for the Smyrna at Night event.

C. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

D. Police chief – Chief Wood reported that the canines will be graduating on the 22nd.

E. Town manager – Mr. Hugg said he did not have a written report tonight, but
updated Council on items that took place in the past couple of weeks; he also thanked
Dawn Thompson and all of the people that were involved, George DeBenedictis, Public
Works, and the Smyrna Police Department all were a big help.

F. Committees – Councilman Embert said the Public Safety Committee will meet June
16th.

Councilman DeFeo said the Utility Committee met June 3rd.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee met June 10th.

Councilwoman Brown said the Economic Development Committee met June 4th; and
the Business Development Subcommittee will meet June 18th; she thanked all of the
sponsors of the Smyrna at Night and Mayor Masten.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Gary Stulir, Cindy A. Cogar, Pam Hidalgo, Mildred Mowery,
and David Mowery.

A. Presentation of FY2014 Audit by Barbacane, Thornton & Company LLP – Pam
Baker from Barbacane, Thornton & Company LLP, came forward to speak.  Ms. Baker
reviewed the FY2014 audit.

Pam Hidalgo came forward to speak.  Ms. Hidalgo spoke about her fence adjustment
request.

Cindy Cogar came forward to speak.  Ms. Cogar spoke about the Smyrna Police
Department canines, yard waste, putting washers at the curb for the trash company to pick
up, tall grass, the proposed trash fee increase, and asked about clearing a tree in her back
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yard that is near the electric lines.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible vote on resolution approving the issuance of a
General Obligation Bond to the United States Department of Agriculture – Rural
Housing Service, as registered owner to finance or refinance renovations to and
expansion of the Town of Smyrna’s Police Department Building; determining that the
bond will be sold by private sale and authorizing execution of loan documents;
pledging the full faith, credit and taxing power of the Town for the bond; and
authorizing other necessary action – Councilman Johnson made the motion to approve
the resolution approving the issuance of a General Obligation Bond to the United States
Department of Agriculture – Rural Housing Service, as registered owner to finance or
refinance renovations to and expansion of the Town of Smyrna’s Police Department
Building; determining that the bond will be sold by private sale and authorizing execution
of loan documents; pledging the full faith, credit and taxing power of the Town for the
bond; and authorizing other necessary action.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman
Brown and carried unanimously.

B. Request an update on connectivity between newly hired collection agency and
Sungard to begin collection process - Councilman Johnson gave an update.

C. Resolution accepting a Rural Economic Development grant from the United
States Department of Agriculture in the amount of $300,000 and authorizing the
execution of the grant documents, including a Memorandum of Understanding with
the Smyrna Redevelopment Authority, and approving the initial loan from the grant
proceeds  - Councilwoman  Brown made the motion to approve the resolution accepting a
Rural Economic Development grant from the United States Department of Agriculture in
the amount of $300,000 and authorizing the execution of the grant documents, including a
Memorandum of Understanding with the Smyrna Redevelopment Authority, and approving
the initial loan from the grant proceeds.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and
carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion and acceptance of FY2014 Audit Report – Councilman DeFeo made
the motion to accept the FY2014 Audit Report.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman
White and carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and possible action on accelerating the scheduling of the street and
utility work on South Main Street and allocating funds from the Budget Reserve Fund
for such purpose – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to authorize a maximum of
$200,000, from the Budget Reserve Fund to accelerate for street and utility work on South
Main Street.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson.  Motion failed with Councilman
DeFeo voting for, and Mayor Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez, White and Brown, and
Councilmen Johnson and Embert voting against.
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C. Discussion and possible action on fence adjustment request: Hidalgo, 47
Trouble Lane – Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the fence adjustment
request at 47 Trouble Lane for a fence up to 6 feet with the condition that Ms. Hidalgo
provide approval from the Lake Como Woods Homeowners Association.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

Councilwoman Rodriguez left the meeting at 8:08 p.m.

D. Discussion and possible vote on renewal of Town Manager’s contract –
Councilwoman Brown made the motion to renew Mr. Hugg’s contract for one year at the
same salary he is currently receiving, provided that Mr. Hugg shall receive the same
consideration for a salary increase that other managers may receive, with all other material
terms in his contract will be the same.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson.
Motion carried with Mayor Masten, Councilwoman Brown, and Councilmen Johnson, DeFeo
and Embert voting for, and Councilwoman White voting against. 

Councilwoman Rodriguez returned to the meeting at 8:22 p.m.

E. Discussion and possible action on recommendation from Finance Committee
re: trash fee increase – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to increase the monthly trash
collection fee by $3.50.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson.  Motion failed with
Councilmen Johnson and DeFeo voting for, and Mayor Masten, Councilwomen White and
Brown, and Councilman Embert voting against.

F. Acceptance of South Cory Lane – Councilwoman Brown made the motion to accept
South Cory Lane.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilman Embert noted that Ms. Thompson sent emails to Council asking them to
start thinking about their candidate for the 2nd Annual Veterans Day affair which will be
held November 5th at the Smyrna Opera House.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss the names, competencies, and abilities of
individual employees - Councilwoman Rodriguez made the motion to go into for the
purposes of discussing the names, competencies, and abilities of individual employees.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.  Council went
into executive session at 8:39 p.m.

Councilman Embert made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.  Council came out of executive
session at 8:52 p.m.

B. Possible action on discussion of the names, competencies, and abilities of
individual employees discussed in executive session – No action was taken.
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ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Johnson made the motion to adjourn. Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman White.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m. by unanimous vote.
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