
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

June 1, 2015

PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing - an application to rezone 1300 South duPont Boulevard (Tax Map ID:
DC-17-019.00-01-02.00-000) from M, Manufacturing to HC, Highway Commercial –
This item was removed from the agenda.

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Anthony H.
DeFeo, and John L. Embert III.  Councilman Robert C. Johnson was present via telephone.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman Brown asked to move item 9(a) up under item 8.

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the regular council minutes of
April 20, 2015, May 6, 2015, and May 18, 2015, and the Organizational minutes of May 6,
2015 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Presiding Officer – Mayor Masten said she had nothing to report.
 
B. Town Attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

C. Police Chief – Chief Wood briefly thanked everyone for their patience during the
Firefly 5K that was held on the 27th; he then briefly reviewed his report to Council.



Mayor and Council       Page 2 of 4             June 1, 2015

D. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg reminded everyone that on June 8th the USDA, Senator
Coons, Representative Carney, and he hopes Senator Carper or someone from his office,
along with the Under Secretary of Agriculture and the Delaware USDA will be here to
present the check and the award for our USDA Downtown grant; he then spoke of a
potentially dangerous failure on the Beasley Unit #1.
         
E. Committees – Councilman Embert said the Public Safety Committee met May 14th

and the next meeting will be June 16th.

Mr. Hugg reminded everyone that Smyrna at Night will be held June 11th.

Councilman DeFeo said the Utility Committee met May 7th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee met May 13th.

Councilwoman Brown said the Economic Development Committee will meet June
4th; the Personnel Committee will meet June 9th.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Bill Evans, Rev. Jenny Vander Haeghen, Rev. Dr. John R. Riley,
Father Tom Flowers, and Ghulam Faqiri.

Rev. Jenny Vander Haeghen and Rev. Dr. Riley came forward and discussed the
Magna Carta event on June 15th; he stated that they were flexible with the time and could
begin at 6:00 p.m. instead of 7:00 p.m.

A. Discussion and possible vote on changing the time of the June 15th Council
meeting to 8:00 p.m. due to a request from First Presbyterian Church asking for
Council’s participation in their Magna Carta event at 7:00 p.m. that night –
Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the request and the resolution.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Brown.  Motion carried with Mayor Masten,
Councilwomen White and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson, DeFeo and Embert voting for,
and Councilwoman Rodriguez voting against.

Mr. Hugg asked Kenneth Lebo with Pratt Insurance, who is our insurance agent for
all of the Town’s insurance programs and is also a valuable member of our Safety
Committee, to come forward to speak.  Mr. Lebo made a presentation about safety of the
Town’s employee’s safety and a possible safety program.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible vote on changing the time of the June 15th Council
meeting to 8:00 p.m. due to a request from First Presbyterian Church asking for
Council’s participation in their Magna Carta event at 7:00 p.m. that night – This item
was taken care of under ‘Visitors’.
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NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on results of public hearing to consider an
application from Primax Properties, LLC to rezone 1300 South duPont Boulevard
(DC-17-019.00-01-02.00-000) from M, Manufacturing to HC, Highway Commercial –
This item was removed from the agenda.

B. Discussion and possible action on Annexation request – Resolution to set
Legislative Fact Finding Hearing and to consider zoning designation, 43 South
Howard Street, Ghulam Y. Faqiri (July 20, 2015 at 6:45 p.m.) – Councilwoman White
made the motion to set the legislative fact finding hearing and to consider the rezoning
request for 43 South Howard Street for July 20, 2015 at 6:45 p.m.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Rodriguez and carried unanimously. 

C. Discussion and possible action on first reading: Ord. No. 006-15, an ordinance
to amend Chapter 70 (“Utilities”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna to require
secondary voltage conductors to be installed in conduit – Councilwoman Rodriguez
made the motion to waive the three reading rule.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman
Brown and carried unanimously.

Councilwoman Brown made the motion to make this the first and final reading of
Ord. No. 006-15, an ordinance to amend Chapter 70 (“Utilities”) of the Town Code of the
Town of Smyrna to require secondary voltage conductors to be installed in conduit. Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Rodriguez and carried unanimously.

D. Discussion and possible action on appointment of Albert C. Lenox to Public
Safety Committee – Councilwoman White made the motion to appoint Albert Lenox to the
Public Safety Committee.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried
unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilwoman White said she wanted to address the item they just had with the
insurance – that should have been on the agenda.  She said it was planned ahead of time
because Council was given all the detailed information, it was quite lengthy, had a lot of
detail and the purpose of the agenda is so the public is aware of what the Council is
discussing.  Councilwoman White asked that in the future any item like that be on the
agenda; as for the employees getting recognized for doing good things and not having any
accidents or troubles – she has said before that it is their job to be safe and know the rules.

Councilman Embert left the meeting at 8:02 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session for the purposes of discussing a personnel matter in which
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the names, competency, and abilities of individual employees will be discussed -
Councilwoman White made the motion to go into executive session for the purposes of
discussing a personnel matter in which the names, competency, and abilities of individual
employees will be discussed.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried
unanimously.  Council went in to executive session at 8:07 p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 8:31 p.m.

B. Discussion and possible vote on a matter involving pending or potential
litigation discussed in executive session – Councilwoman White made the motion to
proceed as Councilwoman White recommended in executive session.  Motion was seconded
by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Masten adjourned the meeting at 8:32 p.m.
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