
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

May 6, 2015

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, and Anthony H. DeFeo, and John L. Embert III.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman Brown made the motion to approve the regular council minutes of
April 6, 2015 and the executive session minutes of April 20, 2015 as presented.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Presiding Officer – Mayor Masten thanked the Rotary Club; and spoke about the
upcoming Memorial Day service.
 
B. Town Attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

C. Police Chief – Chief Wood said he had nothing other than his report to Council.

D. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg briefly reviewed his report to Council.
         
E. Committees – Councilman Embert said the Public Safety Committee will meet May
14th.

Councilman DeFeo said the Utility Committee will meet May 7th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee will meet May 13th.
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Councilwoman Brown said the Economic Development Committee will meet May
7th; the Personnel Committee will meet May 12th.

Councilwoman White stated they had a great Arbor Day tree planting April 28th.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were George DeBenedictis, Dawn Thompson, Bill Evans, Janell
Foster, Connie Sainato, and Deja Belle Johnson

Connie Sainato came forward to speak about issues that are ongoing in the Huntfield
subdivision and asked for the town’s assistance.

Janell Foster came forward to speak about a request for a benefit carnival.  Mayor Masten
said that should come later in the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on: an Ordinance to amend Chapter 74
(“Vegetation”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna to create and clarify appeals
procedures for violations of Article II (“Grass and Weeds”), Article III (“Trees”), and
Article IV (“Bamboo”) and to correct errors to internal references in Chapter 74 –
Councilwoman White made the motion to waive the three reading rule and make this the
final reading of Ord. No. 005-15.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried
unanimously.

Councilwoman White made the motion to adopt Ord. No. 005-15.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and possible vote on request for supplemental funding for Frazier
and Mt. Vernon Street projects – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to authorize the
Town Manager to go back to the Office of Drinking water to request an additional
$70,000.00 of funding.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White.  Motion carried
with Mayor Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson, DeFeo
and Embert voting for, and Councilwoman White voting against.

C. Discussion and possible vote on request to hold a carnival fundraising event at
the George C. Wright Jr. Municipal Park – Councilwoman White made the motion to
approve the request to hold a carnival fundraising event at the George C. Wright J.
Municipal Park as long as all of the proper paperwork and accommodations are in place.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

Councilwoman White made the motion to waive any fees or deposits or anything
required under normal expenses, but they must have insurance, for this event.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously.
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D. Award of Bid for Segment 15 Electric System Improvements – Councilman
DeFeo made the motion to award the bid for Segment 15 Electric System Improvements to
AUI, Inc. in the amount of $41,500.00.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert and
carried unanimously. 

E. Appeals Day Update - 721 W. Glenwood Ave. change of assessment from
$154,400 to $141,300 – Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the Appeals
Day correction.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilman Johnson asked if there was any idea of what it would cost to do a
reassessment.  Mr. Hugg thought the last time it was $225,000.00; which he thinks today’s
prices it would be approximately $300,000.00.

Mayor Masten said District #2 has grown, and possibly the election districts should
be revised. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to have a strategy session to discuss pending or potential
litigation - Councilwoman White made the motion to go into executive session to have a
strategy session to discuss pending or potential litigation.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council went in to executive session at 7:46
p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 8:11 p.m.

B. Discussion and possible vote on a matter involving pending or potential
litigation discussed in executive session – No action was taken.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman White made the motion to adjourn. Motion was seconded by
Councilman Embert.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m. by unanimous vote.
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